
THEBIARRISTER.

î'each before long. He was then,
thirty years of age.

Three yeava afterw~affls lie en-
tered the Federal arena as a sup-
porter of Alexander Mackenzie,
and within three years more, at:
the early age of thirty-six, lie be-
came a Cabinet Mfinister and one
of the recognized lea0-rs cf his
Province. Up te that f ime ne
career in Canada had been more
mapid, more brilliant. But, strange
te Say, upon hie return te his na-
tive ceunty for endorsation on hie
elevatien te fthe xinisterial rank
lie was defeated, where lie hiad
once carriedi it by ene thousand
majority. This appears te have
been the firsf rumbling cf tuej
downfall of the Mackenzie Gev-
ernment. East Quebec was
opened for him at once, and there

.hie was easily elected.and became
Minister cf Inland Revenue. On
fthe downfall cf thxe Mackenzie
Government in 1878, lie returned
to Arthabaska and rec,'.ned flie
pi-actice of law, where ù( enjoyed
a lucrative practice.

On fihe Hon. Edward B3lake as-
suming the leadership of the Lib-
eral parfy in 1880, Mr. Laurier
became his firet lieutenant fromn
Quebec. The speech wliich. gave
hîm national reputation was that:
delivered on fthe 16th March, 1886,
in thxe House cf Conimons on thc
execufien of Louis Riel, when lie
delivered his great Phullipîc
against the Government. In flue
occurs the famous sentence fixat
if hie liad been stafioned upon fixe
banlis of tlie Saskatchiewan River
lie would have shouldered bis
musk-et in defence cf the riglits of
the half-breeds. lZext merning
thxe ministerial press from ocean
te ocein named hini the "lSilver-
tengued Laurier,"1 and his naine
was in every man's menti.

Durîng fthe campràign of 1887 lie
wvas, next te Blake, tie Moset cen-
spicuoue figure iu the Lîberal
party in Canada, and sliowcd hie
bravery and courage in cerning te'
Toronto, wlîcre flic press said lie
dared flot corne, and deliver the
speech lie delivered in tic House
of Commons; but corne lie did,
£aiced tlie thîree tlîeusand people
anid won a triumapl. After fixe

Oectin 1887 lie was elected te
flhe Liberal le-adership, and bas
since continued in thaf position.

Mr. Laurier as an orafer cails
into play logic, reason, scorn, cen-
tempf, w-if, lauglîter, pathos, and
often apologizes and fthe apology
îe an insult; lie oftenfimes enlo-
gizes hie eppenente, and they
wakze te find themeelves, absurd.
Hie speeches are studded with
brilliant eayings, repartee and
startling apost rophes; in a single
sentence he ofttimes demohielies
an argument that an opponient
bas taken an heur te, evolve. As
for instance, whe can forget tixe
Board of Trade banquet held in
fixe city cf Toronto in 1893, when
after an hour's speech delivered
by Hon. George B. Fostez, in
whichi he proved by celumn after
column cf figures and bv mathe-
inafics that we were ail rich, on
the Hlon. Wilfrid Laurier rîsing
te, speak, witx quiet good hu-
mered sarcasm, he said, IlWhen 1
ami Premier it will nef be neces-
sary for you to, read statistics te
linow whether yen are rici or
net; yen will simply have te put
your ha2nds in yeur pockefs and
feel it." Wbat could be finer? If
sinxply exhausfed fixe question,
there was nothing More te say. If
reminde one of tixe celebrated
prize essay upon the Lord's first
miracle, which exhausted tixe
question in seven worde: IlThe


