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But is net titis a tinie for lthe student te exorcise
lus power of will 1 Applicatiotn te study under diffi-
culties is one of the nîost suprente futietiotîs cf the
mmid of matn. The power of concentrating the atten-
tion upoii a choson tîtome, il& tIse rnidst of distractiitg
turbulence and il& spite of a hoit cand re8tle8s soul is
the seal of a successful studout aîîd eue of the richest
acliieveuneuts ii collae lufe. TVint self-con]trol and
self-denial, which gacrifice pléasure and queil impuilse
te the duty of the ltour ara manuifestations of tîtat truo
strength of character wlsich every man and wom an
needs iu order te buffee the soul.storm!s and liëart-
struggles of lif % While ho who lets himself drift
with the rush of lis passiotta, -eavinig reason atîd
cotnscience ap1tep,-is sure te niake a wreck of life and-
himiself turn eut to ho only the poor wreck of whlat
lie might bave been. So tieu, jîttrusive, welcoîue,
disturbing Mamay prove the niost educatîve mentit
iii the colleg6 year,-opetiiing up witli its verdatt
meadows the ridhest field for self-culture, giving op-
portunities for the developieut of a character, tîtat
will retaîn its strengtli aîîd beauty long aller tho
biossoms of spring are crumbled and browu at our
feet.

LAURA BRIDGEMAN.

The 2lst of Decemiber, 1887, markcd tîso 58tU.
birth-dav anniversary of Miss laura Bridgem.v, wliose
history afords ene of the raost remarkable and linter-
esting instances of educatnii, utîder extreme difficulties,
which has ever been recorded.

SUa was born in a little village aimong the mountaitîs
in the state of New Hampshire. At tho age of twe
years, sUe suffered frein a severe attack cf scarlet
lever, which entirely -deprived lier cf the senses cf
siglit and lieariug, aud lef t lier with but an imperfeet
sense cf smeil. Wlieu she was about six years old lier
honme was visited by Dr. S. G. Iiowe, Superitendent
cf the Perkins lnstiWuion for tUe Bliuîd, wlio became

vr 'nuc nneese i er ease. Pereeiving that

tlechi .ossedmc nattural intelligence, ha becami
conv.inced ctU pssbility 3f educating lier. and
with his characteristie deterriination lio concluded
te undertake the task cf her instruction. He per-

'td" er parents te allaw himi te take ber te Boston,
in cyder that he Ïniglit at onne commence te give
iLer regular inutruction. Being constitutionally weak,
it wvs at first necessary, that hy a suitable course cf
gymu %stie training lier strength miglit be inereased,
and especially the muscles cf her fing3ri developed, as
it was only by means cf these merabers that the lttle
girl student could hope te become possessed, even cf
the M03t elementary priaciples cf knowledge,

Silo Was ait first tauglit Uy icanls of si-lis #0 nîlove
bier hands in various ways, in enteŽr that the mîuscles
niîgit becomo propcrly devdeop)ed. WViîen Lisliad beeti
acconîplishced the reni work of e(lucatioIi %w ls begun.
A pin ens; placed before lier on the tabîs and lier
fingers wcro placeLl by bier teacher in the positions
which represent p in a the inanual alphabet used
by deaf mutes. After tlib proess hll been repeated
several hundrcd times, she began, to comneet these
sîgils %vitlî tho object, so titat %viilîe a pin %vas given to
hier silo Nould mako the tassociatcd sigits witlî lier
fingers, and wvhen the signs werc mnade by the biand
of lier teacher, iii contact witb one of lier hands, sile
would pick up tho pin.

A pen, was thon given to lier, and a similar înetliod
was followed until an cqually satisfactory result wacs
reaclied. Thon both articles %wero placed beforo lier,
and iii titue silo learnied tlîat the comiplex sigai composed
of the three letters, cont.'iied .in the %vord pin, was
uýsed as a symbol for tho obdect, and titt tlie conuplex
sign comprisin- tic tlarc letters, iii tise word "lpeu "
was used to denote that ob*ect, so tliat wlien a pin or
a pen %vas given lier sheo would mako its synibol, or
wlien the synabol for cither article was made by lier
teachor sile would inuuniediately pick it up. As site
thus advanced in the proceas of traininig sile seeined
conscieus that silo hll aclîic'cd soinetliing %vortlîy of
praise, and wlien the nineo of ait article was spelled
for lier, sUe would take it froin the table and ltold it
up triunîplantly, wliile a srnile of intense satisfaction
would liglit up lier beautiful face. %Vell inigltt silo
rejoice for silo liad foutîd the îrîagic koy, wlticli was to
unlock ber prison bouse, and bring her inte direct
communication with the rest of mnnkiitd.

Sho soon learned inany inoiosyflabic words, and in
tinie becanie fauniliar with the twventy six letters, tîte
ten di.gjts, and ail tîte punctuations, contained in the
l1linul alphabet used by deaf mutes. Slo was itext
taught the ordinary alphabet, by means of types liaviing
tîte letters embossed upon titeir ends, and wvlien sile
had learnedl te speli words by placing theso side by
side in a frame, site was provided with a set of types,
having theletters fornued upon tîteir ends by pin points.
By pressing these into stiff paper, a dottcd outhuîie of
the letters Wvas raised on te opposite side of the page,
whieh she could feed witliter fingera, and s0 read wltat
she had, written or what; others hiad written for lier.

lier desito te obtain knbleg. obcame alnuost
a passion, and she eagerly enquired tue naine of every
object that canme within lier reach. At tirnes %vlien
she had overcoine senie diffieîtlty, or acquircd a kuiow-
ledgo of some new subjeet sile seemed te bn quito
uverjoyed. Sie was tauglit te write witlî a lead pencil,
which sUe was able te do quito lcgibly by using the
French writing card. This card is about as largo as a
sheet of conimoti note paper, and contains a nunîber of
parallel greoves, one inch apart, and about oe e iglitli
e2z an inch in depth. The paper is pressed jute these
grooves, and the letters are mnade ini the cliannels thus


