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THIE PROCRASTINATOR.

Being overtaken by a shower in Kensing-
u Gardens, Isought shelter in one of the
deoves near the palace. 1 was scarce
«ated, when the storm burst with all its
wy; and Tobserved an old fellow, who had
wod Joitering till the hurricane whistled
-und his ears,making towards me,as rapidly
shisapparently palsied limbs would per-
it. Upon his nearer apnroach, he appeared
Aher to have suffered from infirmity than
an. He wore a brownish black coat, or
-ther shelly which, from its dimensions, had
wer been intended for the wearer ; and hiz
expressibles were truly inexpressible.--
So"said I, as Lie seated himself on the
ench, and shook the ritn from his old broad-
Jmmed hat, ** you see, old boy, ‘Procrasti-
dion is the thief of time, the clouds
-veyon & hint of what was coming, but
nzxemed not to take it.” “It is,” replied
weageriy. “ Doctor Young isin the right.
merastination has been my curse since 1
sin leading-strings. It has grown with
7 growth, and strengthened with my
-gth. It has ever been my beselting sin
aycompanion in prosperity and adversity;
ifhave slept upon it, like Samson on the
pof Delilah, till it has shora my locks and
yived e of my strength. It has been to
_awitch, a manslayer, and a murderer;
_when I would have shaken it off in
ah and in disgust, I found I was no
ser master of my own actions and my
a house. It had brought around me a
aof its blood-refations—its sisters and its
© shs-german--to fatten on my weakness,
- haunt me to the grave; so that when I
«myself from the emb.ace of one, it was
Y10 be intercepted by another. You are
2g,Sir, and a stranger to me, but its ef-
supon me, and my history—the history
spoor paralytic shoemaker—if yeu have
fence to hear, may serve as a beacon to
«in your voyage through life.”

Jon expressing my assent to his proposal
¥ the fluency and fervency of his man-
had at once rivetted my attention, and
%d curiosity—he continued :—

Iwas born witbout a fortune, as muny
deare. When about five years of agel
-sent to the parish school in Roxburgh-
t and procrastination went with me.—
iy ll)osscsscd of a tolerable memory, I was

not more deficient than iny echoolfeflows
bat the task which they had studied the pre-
vious evening, was by me seldoin looked at
till the following morning ; and my seat was
the last to be occupied of any other on the
form. My lessons were committed to memo-
ry by o few hurried glances, and repeated
with a faltering rapidity, which not unfre-
quently puzzled the ecar of the teacher to
followme. DBut what was thus hastily learn-
ed, was as suddenly forjotten. They were
mere surface impressions, each obliterated
by the succeeding. And though I had run
over a tolerable general education, I left
school but very litle wiser than when I en-
tered it.

* My parents—peace to their memory
here the old fellow looked most feelingly,and
a tear of filial recollection glistened in his
eyes; it added a dignity to the recital of his
weakness, and I almost reverenced him—
** My parents,” continued he, “ had no ambi-
tion to see me rise higher in society than an
bonest tradesman; and, at thirteen, 1 was
bound apprentice to a shoemaker. Yes, Sir,
I was—I um a shoemaker; and but for my
curse—my walady—had been an ornament
to my profession. 1 have measured the foot
of a princess, Sir; I have made slippers to
his Majesty 7 Here his tongue acquired
new vigour from the idea of his own import-
ance. “Yes, Sir, I have made slippers to
his Majesty—yet X am unlucky—~I am be-
witched—TI am a ruited man. But to pro-
ceed with my history. During the first year
of my apprenticeship, I acted in the capaci-
ty of errand boy ; and, assuch, had to run
upon many an unpleasant message—some-
tites to ask money, frequently to borrow it,
Now, Sir, I am also a bashful man; and, as
1 was saying, Bashfulness is one of the blood
relations which procrastination has fastened
uron me. While acting in my last-menti-
oned capacity, I have gone to the house—

smazed at every window—passed it and re-

passed it again~—stood hesitating and cons
sulting with myself—then resolved to defer it
till the next day, and finally returned to my
master, not with a direct lie, but a broad
cquivoca:ion; and this was another of the
cousins geman which procrastination intro-
duced 10 my acquaintance.

“ in the third year of my servitude, 1 be-



