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‘ A Leaf from Real Life.

As [ was gpending a few weeks with a friend, in the
Wlightful village of S., I bacams acquainted with the facts
Which form the subject of my story.  Had I the pen of “a
Yeady writer,”” or a happy descriptive talent, I would iove
‘Q_presem, by the magic power. of words, the beautics of

place to your mind’s eye, for it would be a much
more pleasing theme than the one before me. But now I
Wwill pass ou, merely saying that it is one of the lovely spows
of earth, if not one of the loveliest.

. Nearly opposite the house of my friend, on a little emi- |
Bence, stood an elegant mansion, surrounded by a large|
ard, adorned with stately shade trees, beautiful shru

ry, gravel walks, and flowers of almost every variety of
Color and perfume. Every thing around indicated the
Wealth and taste of the inmates.

. During my visit, my attention was frequontly arrestad
bz the singular and irrepular movements of a man, who

ht be seen at certain hours of every day, walking up
and down the back yard ; or if the weather was unpieasant,
Pacing the piazza in rear of the house. He vas apparently!
thirty-five years of age. of a tall, commanding form., und |
88 he was Invariably seen without a hat, whatever mizat |

)¢ the weather, he displaved a higl, noble forencad,
Which bore the stamp of lofty intellect.

I never eaw him approach the street. znd he was alwovs
| emtirely alone. His step was someumes rapid, and at
 Others, slow and mechanical ; and there was such un in.
| definable strangeness in Lis whole epjourance, as greatiy

excite my curiosity. 1 asked a scivnon of the mystery,
9% my friend Lizzie, wha related to 1ue his sad hsiery,
Which is & striking evidence of the da.ser of violating the
Command,—¢ Loaﬁc not on the wine when it is ved. wien
i't'givath its color in the cup.” ,

Vould that others tempted to yield v we alluremen:s of
| the sparkling, but health-consumiug, enui-destioying minss,
Wwould take effectual warning from los case, and raseiva,
n” the strength of One mighty to help. that whije lie
endures, they will ¢ touch nat, taste ror, handle nov” that

uid fire, more destructive than the iaened lava wuich

ws from the yawning crater of the vurning voleauo,

Arthur Giay was the darling chifd o1 fond, vut st
Weakly indulgent pavents. His father, Judze Gray, was
8 man of strong intellectual powars, sincccssful in 2w pio-

98sion, a steady supporter of social, reugious and duuea-
H Bonal institutions, and a mach esieemas. meatherof sogury.

15, Gray was a goed manager, an alchigent, amble

dy,and a consistent member of the Tréshyierian cawch,

‘Arthur, as 1 have said, was their Jarling ehili! fsr ne
Wag a boy ‘of more than ordinary promise, beawifulm
Person, and we=ntally gified by noture. possessing a quitk,
Yetentive memory, keen percepiive: fucnltioz, apijol
With these was an inuate love of fui. It would nor be
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jnaturally formed a more intimate acquaintance with that.

ascendancy over
judicious traini :

There was doubtlese a blameable neglect on the part of
these purents, to inculoate in the impressible mind of
Arthur, the holy principles of the blessed gospel, whiok
are the best of all talismans that any youth cau possass.- -

The childhood and early youth of Asthur Gray yors
marked b{y no strikind events, which demand a partienlan
notice. His physisal and intellectual developments ware
such as to warrant the fondest hopes for the future.

At tho age of sixteen he entered college with an enviah
reputation as a scholar, and a personal appearance ahd
addrees, that would give him a ready passport to the soclety-
of his fellow students. Here he entered on new soenos,.
aud was beset by temptations which be was quits unpre-
pared to resist. Possessing a lively, social nature, her

prudence and decision, but thelr aim an}
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class of young men who prafer mirth and amusemeant o
close application to study. And hers has many a young
man taken the frst downward step to degrati;tion 2
ruin. . The wholesome and necessary’ reguintionsf the-
institution become irksome, and waye and . ineans are dee !
vised to violate them. AR
Arthur Gray was marked o victim by the tempters, and-.
they sought to entice him from the path.of virtus, to ]}
vairsue the widening path that they chose themselves to.
wllow. Nor did they labor Jang without success'y for with
flattering words and promises of “fun,” he was pusnared. |
From being led, ho ere long became a leader, for he waa,
ainbitious to be foremost in every rank which he en 1pd, {
He went from one degree to anotber, until he b;;dh‘n}qu
“boou companion® with such as tarriad long at the. wine
aad wwere skilful in the use of cards. And yet for a'}
time his ambition impelled him to maintain his position ds
81 excellent scholar. U
For weeks together he would steadily and diligéntly'
ap;lﬂy himself to study, and very few sutpected his downsT
i nature as he, that he might!

cowrse. So gifted bﬁfe
easily have borne away the highest honors, and wrethee!
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the bright laurels of mental distinction around his bre
bat ho lacked the moral power to resist the debaslng b
fusnces about him. : A
.. But we will rot dwsl] longer on the scenss of his colldie’
life. Suffice it to say that, although he did not gratifyfhe’
Lright and fondly cherished hopes of his frie’ﬂgg,a yeu hy
graduated with respectability as a schelar, and his comli
wienicement oration displayed talent of'd high orer.
After edving collgge he returied Tome, and fof ¢, ttie
he studied law with-his fatlier. Here, being under warental
restraint, and surrounded by fewer tediptations, Yis gdve
I ttle oceasion to/ suspeet. that atl was #dt right, Thet he
«pplied himseH to the acquirement of Hig profession. - ‘His
tather wishing 10 give him every possible advantage; sént
him to the cily,’ whete' he might “enjoit. more ‘extersive
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Wrauge if at times a parent’s piide and allection zained the

privileges in a legsl -edutcation.” Thiufe” he wasiof courss
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