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1 have never conquered my degrading passion.  Even
now, I feel the craving ol an appetite eruel and rapa-
cious as the grave !?

» Have you any relations, or friends, who cun assist
your family ! ‘To all appearances you must soon quit this
world ; and, uext to your own eternal welfare, it is of
some consequonce to know what is to become of those
children, and your feeble but patient wife?”  [Ie shrunk
hack,—was silent for a time ; and then, in a paroxysm
of the most bitter und poignant reflection, exclaimed,
« All my relatives have disowned me and mine for
ever. Helen Burton has an uncle, an only relative ;
he is in a distant land. 1 have attempted to—to
ruin . He could procced no farther; the vio-
lence of his feelings overcame him, and he sank upon
his ved in agony of remorse. His poor wife was at
his bed-side in & moment, and in sweet and soothing
accents whispered in his ear, “ My dearest Mark Bur-
ton, my husband, compose yourself. O, Mark, may
not all yet be well? 1t Lindisburn is no longer ours,
yet o chunge on you will be better to me than the pos-
session of Lindisburn or anything the world can give.”
Mark Burton looked st his weeping wife, and, in the
langunfo of unutterabls despair, cried out, *Helen
Blair, I am dying! Drink, in an evil hour, robhed me
of avery manly and honest feeling.  You have felt, and
are now feeling, the consequences of your husband’s vile
conduct ; but you know not half his guilt. O Helen, 1
am wretched beyond all endurance; and [ama W
‘T'he miserable mar again stopped short. At this mo-
ment Mas'» Moreland engered the room, and looking
in his face, she exclaimed, “Mark Burtou, thy race is
ended—thy course is run: the morrow’s sun shall not
light upon thy eyelids; and once more I tell you there
is *balm in Gilead and « physician there.”” A groan
escaped from the lips of the dying drunkard—it catne
from the heart; and he again exclaimed, “1 ama
——2 “A forger,” said Maria Morelend; *but 1
crossed your path, and you missed your aim. You
became a drunkard—and drunkenucss drove you to
meanness—to madness—to crime.  Bitter is the ex-
perience of Maria Moreland of the evils of that awful
vice : its name is Legion.” At this moment the door
of the apartment was opened, and a stranger entered.
Maria Moreland uttered a piercing shriek, exclaiming,
“ It is Colonel Blair, the uncle of Helen Burton.”  ‘This
was too much for the poor drunkard; his whole frame
shook and trembled ; ho heaved one heavy groun—
and, in an ingtant more, his spirit had passed the houn-
daries which separate time from eternity.

Colonel L air had just returned from India, and
through his agent, had found out the abode of his nicce
and her wretched circomstances.  But very lately be-
fore his arrival, Maria Moreland had discovered a plan,
which Mark Burton had laid, to swindle Colonel Blair
out of large wroperty in the funds by forgery. She
communicated her discovery to the Colunel’s agent,
uader a promise that, being the hushand of his niece,
he should be allowed to escape. In consequence of
this information and agreement, Colonel Blair’s pro-
perty was saved, and the criminul spared an iguomini-
ous punishment.

The sudden and unexpected appearance of Helen

Burton’s uncle had unstrung the nerves of Maria More-
land, in general not very easily moved; but for the
poor drunxard it was 0 much,  Doubtless, the su-
den appearanco of the man whom he had basely at.
tempted tovuin, hurrled on that closing momont which,
under other circumstances, couid not have been far
distant. He died evidently suflering all the hovrors of
remorse of conscience: beyonu his we cannot, and
dare net, say anythirg.

Colone) Blair and Maiia Moreland recognised each
other ; mutual explunations took place ; and, soon after-
wards, Helen and her children were removed by him
to his house in the country, therc to spend thoir days
beside him, and afterwards to inherit his amplo pro-
property, for bo was unmarried. They were accom-}
panied by Marin Moreland, whom they revered as an
example of faithful friendship ravely 1o be met with in
this wicked world; looking upon her as a brilliant
comet in a moral hemisphere, which may pass away,
but whose striking and wonderful appearance can
never be forgotten while the pulse of life continues to
bent.

Helon Burton’s children were trained up in utter ab.
horrence of that deadly poison which had ruined their
father, and brought upon ther aflood of woe ; and the
days of her widowhood were spent fndoing good to the
poor, the widow and the fatherless; » brigﬁt exampie
of the power and officacy of that guepel which purifies
the heart hy works of love, and the kpowledge af
whick has been well desiguated as the pearl of great
price.

OPENING OF A RECHABITE HALL—COOKSVILLE.

The new Rechabuto Flull, at thws placo, wae opencd yesterday
with sttendant proccedings of a most interesting und anspic.ous
character  The day was exceedingly favoursble, the sun beam.
ing forth bcmgnanlfy through the deep nzare of @ true Canadian
uky, and mellowing the bracing wintry breege to the vory heart’s
desire.  Qur usually qulet village was early op the qui vive, and
the merest stranger wight perceive that something ** was up;"
the villago girls appeared to laugh more morrily, and skip about
more briekly ; and the boys to hulino snd lenp, and tess one uno-
ther about mare lustily, if possible, than their wont ; whilst amply
ludon baskets of * creature comforts,” accompanicd by their fair
providers, ever and anon passing alang to the hall, gave choening
promisea that “ the feast of reason and the flow of eoul” should
not alone constitute tho approaching banquet.  About thrce
wetack the brethren of the Urder, to the number of filty.two,
waiched i procession, with appropriate batnere, from tho hall to
the res.dence of Dr. Crew, and thenco back to the Wasloyan
Chapel, where the Rev. Win, M*Clure, a temperance champion
of twenty years standing, delivored n inost excellent address tn a
crowded audience, ile chose for his text the tih, 18ih and 19th
verses of 25th chapter of Jeremiah, and briefly, bus satisfaetorily
demonstrated,—1st, the lawfulness of—24, the necesaity for—aud
fastly, the beueficial results nrsing fr')l}) Rechabite Socicties.
From the Chapel the piocession seturned, in hke order, to the
hall, where the day’s procecdings werc to termumnate. Alrcady
the cager throng had nearly filled the epacious building, and the
busy hum of voices from within suggestod t'se id2a of a vast bec.
hive, the inmates of which wer- in that state of indiscnbable ex.
citation winch usuully attends t . swarming season, On entering
the hall and taking our place :u the gullery, the seene that pre-
sented wself was truly aniinating.  ‘I'we large chandeliers, pen-
dant from the cciling, aided by berless ringle dles, powred
a perfect flood of light into cvery cornes of the apartment, and
cxivbited the arrangements and decorations to the best advantage.

At the upper eud of the halt was an clevated ?Iatform appropri.
ated to the charman and speakers, and pleasingly decoratod with
flags and every ‘cens.  ‘I'he walls ulso, on eitner side, were deco-




