
TH-E PRESBYTERIAN.

demned un such greunds. There are teste..
there are habits, there are prevailing notions
takesi up without much or any consideration,
whieh often prevent a man of principie frem
doing what his principie s1kouid dictate to bila.
and muny do not thitik lhow rnuch they eau do if
they p4sse, or consider the ûvil thcre is in flot
doing iL There niay he good in a mas-. and yet
titat goed flot productive of ail the bestefit it
might ba in the body to whiech ho belongs.

But urely if' thar is gotkd in a man, ho shostld
show i ty do1ing good, and counten ancing good-
if he cannot Ilprophesy, s0 hbat ail inay learn. and
&R bie coînforted;" ho can at least wait onro
pbeayinw. and ecourage others to do s0; ih le
cannet do nue thing, ha ma), do another for the
ganerat advsntage. There should both bo, anid
appear to ho, an interest in each for the good of
ail. If a man might ha a good Chîristian, which
ho cannet without caring for others, whether
they ho Christiana also, and using the meass
in his power to make them siich; wotild flot
this ho a very low and selfish kinri of religion?9
Is it the religion whlsc the true faitbh of the Gos-
pet prociuces..-the faith of whieh it is sieid, that
it workeih by love?

There le R narveus shrinking dislike of making
oneseif peculiar or conspicueus, which holds bfàck
rnany a one from doiisg t.he go<>d lie might do,
and giving the coitenance wliich ho shouild give,
to, exorcises of piety and enterprises o>f Chîristian
benevoienca.. Buttî'ue priuciple should overcoma
this feeling; and it wouldpass aiway usîider any
istressg and lively sense of thse love of Christ.

.And moreever, it; ia monstreus that in any
prnfesaedly Citristian congregrati(ll it should
make any one of auy claie conspicunus, that by his
persostal preeence or parsonai efforts, he cous-te-
naîsces tha means usied for the spiritual good of
the. whole body. Lài a Church, at laet among its
protessed members, titis should rarely ba se com-
mont as te ]eave riera for inaking any oee
conspicuous. But such means ara often inst at-
tendled toi it i. said, by people in whnse character
and principle there is 110 gre. reason for reposing
confidence $&y il; wera so; then let th4se, wlî o
have principla anîd character, taka' them
juto their own hands, and give te Religion
the whole weight of the isifitience which in tIse
P>rovidence of Gobd they pesseas, andi for which
(iod will no-doubt hold them accounttabla. Thon
woîîld True Religion thriva more in their own
soule, and there woul bie brighter andi better day.
for the cengregation tu. whicb they belong, an-d
the oomoeusity of whieh tlsey are inembers.

110W Dit) GOD) CIiEATE MANS?

In answer te titis question the Scrip-
titres teachi us that God made man at'ter
Hia own image by the Word ef Hlis
power. Many flot contentesi te receive
instruction by fitti, even ort points
whichi cannot bc otherwise ascertnincd,
have soughlt te find eut an answer te the
question by otiier mens, with what suc-
,cess may be learned front their qpecuin-
l ions. To review these speculation-i is
liera net te be tlîought eof, and were in-
deed te engagfe in a task littde ls iik- or
iike¶y to be profitable than the original
investigations themnseives. Tlîey ail coe
nt last to te- sane conclusion that man
was net made at ail, and lias ne Cr eater,
but grewýup in sottite inexplicable man-
ner eut eof tise tlings whieli are seen.
In fleeing frern the mysteries of Faitit
our phiiesophers neyer fait te rut iinto
stili greater mysteries.

Existence, view it as we n-ay, is a great
unfathomnabie mystery. Looked at even
undpr the light of Gods colintenftnce

slîining upen it, it pnsseth ail understind-
iin. But te centempiate existence apa-rt
t'rom God, andi endeavour te expiain its
pîtenomena without reference te Al-
rnighty 11ewer gruided by infinite wisdorn,
is 10 evoke from the depths of osîr igno-
rance a mystery et mysteries in thc shape
et' a vain imagination, and appoint foi'
ourselves in the attempt to solve it, if we
may say se, a harder task titan Creation
itselt'.

To say that tise existence eof ail things
may be accountesi for in a rational man-
ner, by the workintg of that witichit l
notliing, seems a fair liar-der saying' titan
titat ail things were made eut eof nothing,
by Aimighty Pewer. The latter saying
indeesi passes ail uuderstanding, sucit
knowiedge is tee higit for us, we rannot
attain tinte it ; and, liasi it been said it is
Pasy te cemprehend hew this shouisi hatve
been donc, we must eiter have question-
esi the spenker's truth, or admittesi that we
feul far short et' the ordinary measure et'
uinderstandingr in men, for thc matter is
far aboya uls ansi compieteiy eut of' our
ro'ach. We c.en ne more couceive how,
the Work et' Creation ivas accempiislied,
thon if we hasi never heird eof such a
titingp witit the lsearing et' our cars. We
have often reflectesi on te subject, but
ever wvitis the samne resui t, that notinc
coulsi iere be known. Trite hand et' Gosi,
we feit, cannot be seen ; but titis left ne
doubt as te the fact of its Presence, anti
it3 Powver; the handy-werk ivas su fficieîs t-
ly visible.

We cnneot understansi how Gosi made
tite worid eut eof nething; but we can very
easihy believe that Ile sud. It surpasses
rea-son, but does net sheck faith. Blut the
a&ss-ertion titat the werid frnmed lîseIf eut
et' notiting, or fromn atoms, whicit philose-
phers attenuata tilt tliey be reducesi te
wlsat may be most fly denominated an
impalpable pewder of nothing, this is
somethiugr, witii renson, sense, andi faith,
alike diisown. We an ne more believe
titis titan we cau conipreltensi it. No
man ever saw s;ich a precess taking
place, ne mn-n can cenceive itow it ahouid
have taken place, ne man ever seriotusly
believed that it lins taken place.

It is a dictate et' the ungodhv pride et'
our falien nature te spurn at admitting
the int'eriority te Gosi, implies iii or re-
ceivistgany thing cencerniisg Hlm by faitît.
That there are titings concerning Hlm,
witich en be received by faith alone, im-
plies ist'riority on our part, for, if -we
could enter us-te and comprehiend ail fie
ways, we shouii flot eu ' be like unte Him,
but eq-uni with Him. Thnt wve can hearn
et' Lus ways andi be taught something et'
His doings through faith, andi eniy titreugh
faith, if it implies int'eriority te llimseif,
implies aise a spir'itual nature et' ne menai
erder, high raisesi above nil the creatures
belew us, whose fellewshiip with us, their
fellow creature is far removesi t'rem our fel-
iowslii p with God the Creator et' ail thingq.

They cannot cemprelseni our ways by
renson, net es-en tite leat et' our ways,
andi can receivc ne instruction concerning
themn tlsrough faitîs. A little refkection
may satisfy us, that, wlîen we are. told,
God made lis by the 'Word cf [lis power,
we have receivesi ail the information on
tise subject we are capabé et' receiving,
andi that it lias been open te sîîch com-
munications, andi furtîter that the exis-
tence of sucit a channet et' communication
betweea us arnd God is ene ot' tue very
isigîtest puivileges and neblest distinctioss
et' our nature. W~e cannot sit down in
counicil with God, whben Hc forma flis pur-
poses andi issues tuis decrees, we cannot
walk side by aide with llim, wiîen le
cornes forth te carry thein into executien,
nor, witen His work la done, can we tell
how Hlis fisigers fassiionesi it, or [lis wia-
dloin guided them. il] their operations, for
lis tieutglit,3 are flot ns our ilhoughts, nor
the forth putting eof lis power like tite
wos-k et' mans bands. Yet we can hear
andi talk. et' Lu gareat ansi marveilous de-
ingsq, andi behoisi His mighty wenders, andi
sec and ad-mire, ansi tell aise te others
what the LoiS bati wrougtrt, that we, who

t(-11, Andi they who hear, may î'e jie
toffetiîer, yen, rejoice with tise Gret
'Workinan who rejoicetit in ait [lis works,
wh o, thougi sufri'ient ussto Iliimseiî; de-
sîreth net te be ais-uc. We seek to î'ise
above Ilim by reason, and we soar or
sink jute reg-iens of em)ptineas; LHe lets
Himnseit dewn te us thtrougit faitit, and
eur seuls are fihiesi with Hia fuinesa.

Suppose we were contemplatitîg a stat-
tue, tue work et' tue sculpter, a produet eof
humsin art and skill. ,Do wè cornpreieuid
this werk et' mas-l'a bands, and hiow it bas
been wroîglit ? Pessibly we may. lThere
is ne reason svby we aitoulsi tot. But
wiîat; do wýe comprehiend, and htow do we
attain te tise cmprehiension eof it ? We
know something of' what humnai bauds
can do, for we have of ten enipieoed themn,
and scen themr employed. We know
sotnetiting aise of tise pioperties ef the
lochs cf tue werkiais, andi te what
uses thcy.may be put by those skilied in
their tise. We have ne difflculty there-
fore in comprehendusîg how the mechani-
cal part eof the wverk was donc, ansi the
block cf marbie made te assume its new
nnd svondrous shnpe. But titere ususiat
have been sonîetlsing cise at work than
bands ansi gravinc, tools te make the deass
stone hock nt us in sticti strange fashion
as almost te miake us cxpect te itear it
speak. There is isomethiug more mirror-
ed la its expressive features tlian the work
of bands, tîsere la a reflection from the ar-
tist's seuil. Titcre la here indeed n wvork
et' tite banda ferme(l eut ef atone, we sec
Ille material Qut et' wiiich it svas formed,
sve understansi the successioni cf loiws by
which the hansi fashioned it ; but is tucre
net sometiiing here aise, not cf atonle;
something which the banda Sud net du ?
Je there notan Crention ? A Sendrireiature


