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RELIGION Axp DaxciNG—A Clristisn brother
Yrrites.us that ho Jivesin a dancing community; that
Christians in rarried Jife cro in the habit of attending
dancing parties, to enjoy the enterfainment and the
cohvorsation, and console themselves in the ling of
conscienco Ly saying, ** Wo do notjoin in the dance.”
Our brother, gtievod in view of the ovils of such dan.
cing parties, * asky, * May a Chvistian attend a con-
vical party where dancing is introduced 9

QOur answer may be inforrd from our Lelief in the
following facts:

1. No Christian can onjoy God's presence ina
dan ing party.

2. No Clristian can ask God to be with him there.

3. No Christian parent can reasonaliy pray that
God would bless his children in their attendance.

4. Living Christians can have no sympathy with the
spirit of such assemblies,

5. No sort of Ch-istian except the back-slidden or
dead, can enjoy them.

6. Tho oxpericnce of ages has shown that tho in.
flucuce of the convivial dancing parties is  hostile to
real pioty, being hodilo to a juuper realization of
eternity and of our relativn to Gol.

Stelections.

L alie P WL S . ~
Cyrnrax oF Cantnacr.—Cyprian wasanatise ot
Carthage. Ile was by cducation a heathon, and was
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cminent as a philosopher of the epicurean school. 1o | the eentence of death as aa encimy to the Loman gods, | should lead him to ove

was chosen professor of vhetorie and logic in Lis native | and to the sacred faws, . To thus b rephied, ** God be | important work of cultivating his own heart.
city,and won the admiration of his students, aswell | thauked™ Yocy woro Lis last words. Ho was unme- | gy '

by thoe clegance of his manners, and tha luxury of s
modu of life, as by the principles of his philosophy, and
tho practico of elocution. Believing that the chicfend
of man was to gratify his appetites, and tbat ho was
created for pleasuro alone, his life wasa succession of
feastings and parades. About the year two hundred,
and forty-six, his attention was arrested by the preaci:-
ing of a Clristian minister named Cwcilius. He stu-
died the Scriptures with great care, and convinced that
in.Christ alone was life cternal, ho was baptized.

He now rold kis estates, distributing his wealth
‘Adlohg the poor, clothed Limsclf in plain attire, and
gavo himself to the ministry of the Gaspel, and in the
year two bundred and forty-eight he waselected bistop
of Carthage. His ministry was characterized by great
zeal. As hé bad when a teacher of polite learning, 20
how asa Christian pastor, he excited in the minds of
his hearers the warmest enthusiasm, and very wany
wiero added to the Church.

He had only labored two vears, when the persecution
utder Decius Trajanus broke out. Cyprian wasim-
mediately proscribed, and the Pagan populace repeat-
cdﬁy demanded bis death with furious outeries of © Cy-
prian to the .beasts, Cyptian to the lions.” He with-
drew for a period into a place of concealment. Bt
while he thus withdrew for a scason, heneither denied
his faitb, nor forgot his flock. He wmaintained a con-
stant and affectionate correspondence with his people.
In these pastoral epistles he shows most clearly how
mauch Lo longed for them all in the Lord,and that though
absent in the body, he was yet present with them ‘n
spirit.

The persccution grew gradually more serere until
the Gothic war, in which Decius lost hislife. During
the calm which followed <his event, Cyprian returned
to Carthage in two hundred and fifty-one. IHe was
now busily employed not only in the ordinary duties of
his office, but in the expulsion of false doctrine, and in
tho administration of discipline. lle was cpposed by
a party in hisown flock, on account of his maintenance
of discipline in the cases of those who had apostatized,
:and now sought re-admission tothe church, Ho wasalso
etgaged in 4 controversy with Stephen, the Bishop of
Rlome, in which he carnestly opposed’ the arrogant as-
sumptions of tho Roman prelate, maintaining the inde-
pendency of other bishops, and denying the claim of
the Roman bishop to be considored as ¢ Episcopus epis-
coporum,”~{he Bizhop of bishops.

A terrible plague now broke out in Carthage, while
fomine and pestilence were spreading their ravages
over the whole Roman Empire. Asusual, these ca-
lamitics wero laid to'the blame of the Christians The
heathon religion was everywhere declining, and when,

"natwitbstanding ar imperialedict, great numbers refu-

sedl to.sacrifice 1o the gods, new persceutions arose, and
the fary- of the populace fell upon the Christians, with

-mbre than.its wonted virulence.

Tho Eriperor Vulerian, thinking:to destroy Chyisti-
anity by rémoving ils teachers, ardered all the gover
nory of the various provinces to summon " the bishops
efore their tribunals. Cyprian. was brought before

" tho-pro-cossol Aypasius, when he witneesed a good pro-

- edition requires no commendation. It'may be proper

fession, refusing to conform to she religion of the Em.
pire, mamtaining that % he know no God but the one
true God, who created heaven and earth, the sea apd |
all that is therein”  To the question, * Daet thou per- |
gist ju this resolution 2° he unswered, * A goot rasolu- |
tion grounded on the knowledzo of God is unchange- |
able”  Upon this the pro-consul suntenced lsm 1o ban. |
ishment, I
Curubiz was the placo of his exile, and from thenco |
he frequently and aftvetionately wrote to his flock,
strengthening them in Gol. o also sent thema Jarge |
sum of money taken from his own income, for the re- |
lief of tho sullering. Ilis oxile anly made hun dearer
than sver to hiv peoplo, apd thus increased biginfluence,
In the place of his banishment, too, a httle church soon i
gathered round lum, so that lus exila was overraled for |
the furtherance of the gospel.  The mumisters of Christ
were now by an imperial edict condemned to death. ‘
Cyprian was recalled to recenve his final sentence. At |
the begimning of the Decian persecution, be had with. |
drawn, becauso he belioved it 1o be for the mterests of
Chirist’e causc. but now, no entreates of friends could |
induce him to decline making u public contession of |
hig faith in Christ.  Oa the night preceding his execu- |
tion, his people thronged around the house in which |
their beloved pastor was confined, and he apent the
greater part of the night in mimdering to their spirit- '
unl wants for the last timo. Y hien he rencwed hus testi- §
mony in the presence ot he pro~consul, e recoved |

H

dintely afte:wards beheaded.  Thus on the 14th of |
September, A. D, 258, did this eacellent bishop tn-
umph over death, and enter into his Junged-tor glory. |

Cyprian stands foremost among the Laun Eathers of |
the Third cuntury for the cloguence apd pathios, as |
well as the clegance of bis Writings~—2M Yort Ubserver, |
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Tne Frerxkssor Tne Gosrren.—~1f 1 wero to come
as an accredited agent to you from the upper sanc-
tuary with aletter of invitation to you, with vour name
and address on it, you would not _doubt your warrant
to accept it.  Well, here is the Bible,—your invitation
to come to Christ. It does not bear your name and ad-
dress, but it says, ¢ Whospéver,”—that takes you in,
it snys ‘¢ all,"—1that_takes you in ; it says * if any"—
that takes youin. Whatcan besurer and freer than
that 2— Chalmers.
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Tur Caxapiax Crusors. New York: C. S. Fran-

cis & Co., 252 Broadway. For salo by Lindsay and

Blackistun, No. 25 South, Sixth street, Philadelphia.

Mz, T'rail, the fair authoress of this work, is the wife
of an emigrant oflicer, long resident in Canada, and
well fitted by observation and talent to write an in-
structive volume. Some years ago she published one
anonymously, entitled * The Backwoods of Canada,”
which passed through many editions. ¢ The Crusoes”
is intended for the young, and sets forth in graphic
style the.difficultics and dangers of a wilderness life~—
the loss of children in the forests—their wanderings,
means of support, with the thrilling interest which
such events are caleulated to awaken.

Hosr Scexrs axp Heanrt Stumes. By Grace
Aguilar.  New York: D. D. Appleton & Co. For
gale at Henderson's, 5tb and Arch Strects, Philadel-
phia.

With maternal affection the mother of Grace has
gatbered up the scattered fragments ot her davghter’s
wrilings ; the present volume closes the series. It
contains nineteen distinct stories, and it is pleasant now
that she hasgone, to sce a spirit of womanly piety and
gentleness pervading them all.

First PrivcirLes or CneMisTy.—For the use of
Colleges and Schocls. By B. Silliman, Jr. M.A., M.
D., Professor of Yale College. Philadelphia, H. C.
Yeck & Theo. Bliss.

A scientific work which has reached its twenty-fifth

to state- tliat in its.present form it is much enlarged,
having been re-written and vaviously improved. There
are upwards of four hundred wood cut illustrations to
aid the learner in comprehending the first principles
of ascienco that cnters so largely into the pleasures,
ccmforts aud conveniences of life.

Tue Fabveo.Jore. By Mrs. L. H, Sigourney. New
York: Carter & Brothers. For sale by Mr. Maruen
145 Chostnut St., Bhilade!phia.

The poetess of Hartford, like other mothers in Isracl,
has bhad her hopesand fears, her joys.and -sotrows.
With stricken feelings Lut submissive -spirit, she lLas
given a sweet description of tho -infant days, oponing
years, and closing hoursof a beloved: son.. “Though'

) . . ) )
cut down at the age of ninctean, the time, and care

and toil devoted to his moral and utellectual culturo

wero not lost.  1lo may long live in this simple memo-

sial of a mother's love, to interast and influence the
hearts of othiers,

T B+ Costraxio.; designed for 1he assistanco
of Bible Clnsses, Families, and young Students of
the oriptures.  With an introduction by the Raev.
S, 1L Tynyg, D. D, Now York: Carter & Brotlers,
Philadelplia : W, S, Martiep,

This small volume contnins a condensed analysis of
all the books of Secripture, the subjects on which they
treat, and tho most important parallel passages which
serve to illustrate aml elucidate the respecting  paris.
Several chapters are dovotd 1o a consid .tion of the
Bible. Its Antiquity excellence, Inspi.ation, Design
and authenticity, aro presented with clearness and or.'
der. The history of jts translation, rules for its profit-
able reading, with geographical, topographical, and
ather Urief nolices of persons, services, and tl'jinns
ferm a compendium of invaluable instruction for su:l;
as desire to obtain a knowledge of those
winch make wiso unto salvation.

Tue Pasron 1x ms CLuSKT ; ora help to the De-
‘otions of the Cleray. By the Rev. John Amm-
sirong, Viear of  ‘Lidenham. Thiladelphia: 1.
Hooker. 8th and Chestnut Sts.

) It requires great watehfulness ont the part ofa Christ-

ian minister, lest the regular dischargo of public dunes

rlook or under-cstimate the ali-

t Few cler-

n will peruse the devotional services of this manu-

al of praver withont feeling cver and anon, that 1ty

c_onfcssions. fears and deprycationg, resolutions, entrea.
ties and desires. are adiirab'y suited to his own heart

and well befitting bis own sinful lips. Whata race 0!"

spiritual men should we be if we could measureably at-

tain tho elevated standard which js biere so earnestly

Scriptures

} craved.

@orrcnpotﬁltntc.
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SOXNGS OF THE COUGRCH.
No. 25.
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT.
“ AWAKE thon that slccp:md arlse fi i
Christ sholl give Thee llght\-—}.‘lphcsian: ‘r.o;r;-lbc dead and
O slumb'ring soul awake,
The Spirit loudly calls;
Arlse renew’d and breek
The chain thy soul enthyals.

O 10n of death arise,
Thy Saviour hids thee live,
Press onward for the prive,
The prize vthich Christ shall give.

Fold not thine arms to sleep,
And ask no moro delay,

Bat with contriton deep
Arise and watch and pray.

O weary sonl awake,
Soon on this dreary nighs.
Eternal dav will hreak,
“dnd Clrist shall e Thee light”
f A R R S L NLNENE N NN N Uy
No. 20.

*Beloved now «re we the sons of God, and it doth not
yet appearwhat vie shall be; but, we know, that. when ho
shall appear, we snall be like bim, for we suallsee bim as
lie is/—1 Jobn 111, 2.

AND can it be exalted King,

That underncath thy downy wing,
Shall be onr *bicing place;

That where Thou art in glory dight.

With angels we shiall walk fn whie,
And sec thee face to face?

W.B.

And can {8 be oar souls shall rest, :
Awmong tho spirits pure and blest

That gather ronnd Thy throne;
Unpain d by grief, unsgain’d with sin,
To join the enrapiur’d Seraphin,

And mako their song Our own,

Wekoow not in what glory drest,
We tlien shall stand among the blest,
With Him who came to save,
* But this we know. that wo shall wake,
Like Him whose gracious word shall break
Tho stlence of the grave.

We know that when this house of clay,
Shall from our spirlts puss awav,
A nobler one shall rise,
With no deeay, with no defect,
But like its mighty Arcliiect,
Eternal fa the Skies.®

®11Cor.v. 1.

w. B,

Frraros. Inthelast No of abe Churcd Lomes, Songs
of tho Church, No 21, First stanza cigbtL linc, for Now,
. read NONE,



