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wat - w suu more clearly evineed, Ly the
abortive and ridiculous attempt made by certain
classes, even in violation of all the proprieties of
janguage, to assume to themselves the title of Ca-
tholicity. The feverish anxiety which they dis-
play for its aﬁssessxon shows how they value that
titte. It makes them indirectly admiz, that their
chutch can have no claims to truth, if it be not in
some shape Catholic ; and hence they wish to have
at least the name, though they can have no pre-
tensions to the reality. Tle only question then
to be decided by the Christian in determining his
faith is, which is the Catholic church ? Thisis a
fact of history, which may be easily and clearly
ascertained. Can any of the various denomina-
tions claim for themselves Catholicity of duration
or extent? They are all sent as of yesterday
when compared to the establishment of Christiani-
ty. Their very names indicate that they are the
creation of no very distant period ; a few centu-
rics back and their existence wus not heard of.
Their claimis to universality of diffusion are still
worse founded, a few millions will comprise the
total amount of their members ; and these few
millions confined to a mere corner of the universe
But Protestantism in general may perhaps claim to
be Catholic in its extensive diffusion. If Protes-
tantism could be taken to imply any positive kind
of Christian belief, we might contend that such a
belicf had a very general diffusion. But Protes-
tantism is a merely negative term, and to use it as
expressing any species of religion, is going contra-
ry to all established notions of what religion is. If
a co!lectxon of churches, disagreeing in the most
vital points of revelation, continually anathematis-
ing and condemning cach other, presenting every
variation of doctrine from Puseyism to Parkerism,
can clatm to be a church ; it cannot, most certain-
ly, be the church of Christ, which the scriptare re-
presents as one-fold, as a body having all its mem-
bers joined together in harmony and unison under
one head.
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But even teking all denominations of Protestant-
i m they will not number more than 50 millions—
ahout one fourth of the Christian world, so that
even the entire aggregate of discord and dissension
could not deserve the title of a Catholic. It re-
mains now to show that the church, in connection
with the Romaa See, and to which alone the ap-
pellation of Catholic has been given with universal
consent, is the cn{y jgious institution that de
serves that name. perpetuity of &”arauon,
tracing as it does the e of M@g‘@t;ﬁs inan un-

‘{submit {o her injunctions.

broken series back to the -Uave’f Peter. To
ascertain whether it has unié¢grs ﬂ)ﬁﬁf diffusion
we need only mention some oF:20gs0-Ba! Hons in
which its doctrines are pro"esse %
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Portugal, Francc, Austria, Bohcii;, aland

the provirces of thd Netherlunds, the Kingdoms ot
8icily and Sardinia, with a fuw fractional escep-
tions are entirely Catholic.

In England, Holland, Prussia, Sweden, Den-
mark, though deomed to a lengthened and s;ste-
matie persecution, quite sufficient to have crushed
any mere human institution, ihe chureh still main-
taing her footing. ln line, in every kingdom of
Europe the Catholic religion is not only known,
but very generally professed. It is alone profess-
ed in many kingdoms, and 1t is partially professed
in ali. [n America Ler members far outnumber
those of any other communion. In Asia, the cra-
dle of Christianity, and long the nursery of emi-
nent saints and martyrs—in Asia, where vice and
superstition have unhappily erected their thrones
—the Catholic religion still possesses many
churches. In China and Jap,;m,nm Syria and Per-
sia, on tlie banks of the IndGssand the borders of
the Euphrates, from the shores of the Red Sea in
thosc of the Corea, ard frem the fiozen gulfs of
Siberia to the sultry extremity of Cape Comono,
the Catholic religion bas votaries—millions who
believe her doc(rines, venerate her mysteries, and
She then alone can
with justice claim the title Catholic ; and it should
be observed that the une hundred and seventy
millions which, even acecrding to Pretestant histo-
rians, she numbers in her communion, are not held
together by the belief of a few common principles
of Christiunity, without any bonds of connexion or
unity. In all those regions, thougnh differing in
every thing else, Catholicity is one and the same
—all are uanited in the same belief, all join in the
same form of worship ; no circumstances of time or
place can affect that worship. The neophyte
Indian, converting his rude wigwam into a temple,
can assist at. the same sacrifice which 1s offered
under the gorgrous dome of St. Peter’s,

PROGRESS OF INFIDELITY.

Every American, who loves his country, must
be appalled at the rapid progress of iufidelity in
our blessed republic. Thbhat hideous monster of
sneering unbelief, which had herelofore Lid its odi-
ous head and skulked in darkness, now ventures to
stalk about in open day, and to exhibit his fiendish
features to the gap.ng mulmude, with as much
complacency as i{ they weFs not blackened Ly the
smoke of the battomless pit, aud did not smcll of
brimstone ' The infidels of Ametica have just
held a public ana numerously atitended couven-
tion in the City of New York. The speeches de-
livered on the occasion have been spread cut be-
fore the community in that vebicle and sewer of filth
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