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has Leon stated that the Church at large
would ropudiate tho proposal as a species
of taxation. Others have maintained that
it would produce little or no effect. There
is nothing new or deugerous in the pro.
posal. What are the facts? («) Pres.
byteries requite congregations at present
to guarantee o fixed salary when calling
a pastor. This proposal is that Presby-
teriea *‘ endeavor to secure.” Thereisno
reason why congregations should not be
asked to guarantes & mimimum sum to
the schemes,
directed that such an estimate et.ould b
sent down to Presbyteries fur all the
schemes. What were the results! No
complaints as to taxation. The returns
showed an increase in every department,
the total increase was 83886, (c) This
guaranteeing of a certain sum is the very
essonce of the Free Church Sustentation
Fund, which grows and flourishes by
means of a regular system of deputations
to. weak points. (d) It is simply what
eveéry sound business man does in the
management of his affairs - looks to the
source and security of hisirevenue before
he expends it.

Sec. VI provides for such o di isiop
of the Fund-as.will give each supplenent-
ed congregation the:xame galary. It has
been objected that.this would be prac-
tically unjust, since rates of living are so
different. Possibly the threefold plat-
form may be worked in such a way as to
avoid.this difficulty. What we have to

say bere, is.that the proposed scheme will:

not diminish the salary of any pastor now
on the list, except one, and that case has
every claim. to be regarded as exceptional.

Tho-cssential elements of the plan pro-
posedare: (1) A-mimimun stipend for
all who.are.devoting their strength to the
work of theministry. (2) Thatthe Com-
mitted shall deal with the strong congre-
gation which is neglecting its duty as
well as the weak which needs financial
aid.
to the Church annually. and take business
like precantions to secure the amqunt.
(4) And tliat wo deyobe §h9 stre_ngth of

(3) That we present our necessities.

the fund to tho lovelling up of the lower,
stipends on definito conditions. We be--
lieve that this schemo s founded on -
telligiblo principles and looks wvmrds [
reasonable and- possible goal, It Willnot
work itself. Any schemo will nced to be
cautionsly introduced and migorously car-
ried through, Somec such scheme 13
urgently needed asanact of justice toour
ministry and safety as well as progreas
to the Church. It will not detract from
theliberality to any of the other schomes

(b) The Synod ia 1879 | but will re-act on them most beneficially.

For if we neglect the duty which hes at
our door we will not be likely to remem-
ber the more distant call, while one duty
well dono will tone and prepare for the
accomplishment of its fellow,
E. D, MiLrar.
Lunenburg, July 28th.

@ hristian Giving.

The rich young ruler came running to
Christ, and, kneeling before him, asked,
““Good Master, what shall I do that 1
may inherit eternal lifet” The reply
was, ' Go thy way, sell whatsoever thon
hast and give to the poor and thon shalt
have treasure in Heaven, and come take
up thy cross and follow Me.”

This narrative is our example. The
Christian minister who faile to preach
that which Christ preached to the young
ruler, the doctrine of absolute and unre~
served surrender to Christ, fails lament-
ably in his duty as the Lord’sambassador,
and the Christian who has not made the
surrender of himself and of-all he peasess-
es, has not complied with the demands.
of the Gospel and the teachings of the
Seriptures.

It would be easy to prove from the
Bible that we are stewards to whom the
Lord has entrasted powers and faculties,

‘of goul and body, time snd telents, gold

wd silver, for the proper use. of which
He will hold us acoountable. We are
bound to emp!oy to the best possible ads
vantage, not for our.own sglﬁsh ends but,



