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jÇuls living ini darkness and going down
to deeper, dense darkness.

A&n imnportant question here preserits it-
tiof, why dlia the gospel of Christ after
-the tebond and third centuaries cease to
make rapid prges Why did preach-
ing cose to inake couverts and te per-
suivie nmen? Did the gospel lose its powv-
cir, dia it ceose to be the power of God
unto, salvation? No! the gospel wvas the
Sýiap % wO~as the saine, afdthe neces-
sities of ineu were the saine but the pro.
fessed followers of Christ lost their faith,
their zeal andi their earnestness, and la-
stead of pointlng perishing souls te Christ
they po!nted them te rites and ceren'.o-
es to saluts and relicEi. The friendship of
the world proveiâ more injurious than its

e3 xnity and opposition. To gain the fav-
ofthe world concessions wvere mnade,

inovations were permitted, corr uption of
doctrine ivas allowed, tit at lopgth the
Churck of the day wus Jittle better. than
"baptized paganisn. I

Wsthout stopping te trace the pro.
greas of Christianity frein that date te
the present, it is sufficient te say that ive
live in an age of Missionary work. The

-row< lif e of the churcli manifesta it-
selfindphristin effort among the heuthen.
It is takeu for granted noir that a Church
which lias 11o agents in foreign fields is
dead or dying. AChuroh isjudged-now,
not by its creed aud profession, not~ by
its theology and orthodoxy, not by the
learning, and talents of its minsqters not
by its hîghi sonnding titles and pretended
dims te aipostelic succession, but by the
,work W 'ici' it "s doing for Christ and for
the Sou'q of m'en. The tree is known, by

(G7enm, rI iR to.day pre-emiinently the
landi o 'ýeheol% and collaes, of science
and pliîI<sophy, of theologicat discussion,
but tl-V dom71inanrt faith of Gerniany te-
day is 'oing almost notliing, in the great
work <'Jt-rangeization. la the land in
wbich 1,utherstormed against Popery and
Papai---i-s and fonght se bravely for the
grand 01(l doctrine of ja.otification, by
Faith lite la done in the great work of
$aUI sa'-ing either at home or abroad.
The üe--ngelical divine, Christlieb, of
Bonn, in his wvork on "Modern Dolibt
andChiristianBeliefs<s 'Therearelag

"'8samburg where
According terecent statisties, on.y from,
one to, two per cent. of the populationare
regular Church-goers. Elsewhere it ie
somuewhat better. But speukig of Ger-
macny la general, we sony say that in the
mjority of cases it ù' far lower."- We
are Rot 3uprised te find the saine witer

inakoe the foll.wing statement. 1«1 my-
self have spoken to several highly es-
teexned profesors in v-arious universities,
who know as good as nothing about mis-
sionn, and who were Rfuch astonished to
heur froin me that Christianity ivas
spreading andi had aven yet its martyrs.'
A different state of matters, 'however, is
is found in parts of Germany.

In tùrning te Britain and America Nve
find ail the Chiurchies engaged ia E'orei&U
Mission work. Sanie are doing more-
thon others; the United P1reBiyteria:p
Church of Scotland takes the lead. 'rhe
commuuity ofMIoravian Brethren which
from, the beginning 'is~~~nr

*Church, is atone able tc dla'pûteà à Vi
placewith the United Presbyterian bhureh
of Scotland. The Moravian Brethren,
of whom there are in Europe anid Amnen-
ca eniy about 20,000 growwvqup meibers
raise for Missionary .purposes about $1.20
yearly per aduit.

Looking at the work accomplished, in
the foreiga fields we sea odr1jr-
gress made. Couverts fromn heatheïisin
not now counted by onea and twvos, but
by hundreds and thousands. Aticosê ef
the lust century there6 were .onIy aexen
Protestant Missionary Societies properly
so, called, and~ of these only three (the
I>ropagçition Societywhich labored chiefly
amoug Engigh Colonista, the HalIe, Dan-
leli and the Moravian) had been nt 'work
for the greater part of the century. To.
day the sevea have in Euope and Amer-
ica sione, becorne seventy. A.t the be_-

inigof this century the xnumber of
maie, MissionarieFi in the, field, supported
by the seven Societios amonnted tQ ]70,
of wvhom 100 were connected with the
1,Ioravians alone. Today there are em-
ployed about 2500 ordained Europçffl and
Amenicas; hundreds of ordaineçl native
preachers, upward of 23,00 nteass
tants, catechists, exclusive of the count-
lms fenicbe missionaries, lay-helpers. &e,

Eighty years ago there were ab6ut 50.
000 heatheti con'verts under the cave o1e
Protestants. today the Converts may be

Y ut down nt not lcu thon 1,650,000.
Zference niight be made to, soema speci.

ai fields of labor andmanyf£acts advanced
te prove the truthfulness; of PauIa.swords.
" fThe Gospel is the power of Goci unte
Salvation. I The story of Dr. McKay's%
work in Formosareada like a chapter ia
t'ho book of Acts. Miss Gordont Cuni.

ngwhopaida a visit of four or five years
in njibasreceatly published two vol-
umes ini wbich she giean impartial and
full account of the work of tho Wesleyan
Missionaries thora. Space wMI permit of


