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Hassett, and are now  confining
themselves almost excluslvely to  the
catile business, 8. L. Taylor, drug-
gist, lhas purchased the Fairbaira
block, which he now occuples, S. I*alr-
bairn using the rear portion for Lils
wot kshop and the upstalrs for his fur-
niture  show room, Pickering & Co.,
private baukers, have bullt a block,
which they are now occupying. Mllls
& McCarthy have moved = few doors
further south, and have added n stock
of grocerles to their other lines. Pat-
tcn, drugglet, has sold out to MceDon-
ahl ‘& Co.

Newdale has Leen making good pro-
grese sinee our last visitt, . L. I'an-
ning and A. B, Walkey have started
Lueiness, the former a hmadware and
the latter a general store. There have
bteen o number of houses put up In
town and in the surrounding country,
There are now at this place threa

THE COMMERCIAL

the Hudsow’s Bay Co., general mere
cluints and C. H. Greenshaw, hard-
ware, besides a number of smaller ones
suclht a8 D. C. Fleming and McDonald
& Co’s buteher shops, Geo. Raymer's
tin shop, harness shops, drug store,
ete. The Hamlt a2 Llock is about the
only business bullding erected this
year, but the farmers in the neighbor-
hood lhave done n lot of building.

Kellee and Solsgirth are both small
pluces, although tho yearly business
turnover of the latter place especially
iy quito largoe.

Birtle, which is situated in.che val-
ley of the Bird Tall Creek, fs one of
the prettiest towns in  Manitoba.
1t {8 rather unfortunate from a hus-
Iness standpoint that it Is not closer
to tho rallway station. Thero have
beon a few changes here this year the
most important being the erectionof a
large blcek by T. 1M, Patterson, part
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genera! stores, a hardware, harness
shop, Jumber yard, implement ware-
houses, ete.

Strathclair has seen a number of im-
provements this year, There have
been aboul seven dwellings and an ho-
tel crected. A drug store has Leen
started uas well as a weneral store
owned by A. McIntyre. There are now
& numter of very gool stores at this
point.

Shoal Lake has become quite a sum-
mer resort during the last few years.
I is sltuated near Shoal Lake from
which 1t gets its name. This is a
pretty sheet of water affording gocd
fishing, boating and bathing and num-
¢rous camping parties spend their
simmer vacation here. As might be
expected thiere are a number of good
stores at Shoal Lake. tho principal
ones belng thiose of G. Manson, R, Scott,

of which will bo occupied by Ruttan
& Fitzpatrick, who opened out recently
with a stock of general merchandise.
Jchin Walley has moved into a new
storo this year. Wo show a cut in
this issuo of H. A. Manwariug's gen-
cral store Luilding, the walls of which
are of stone pleked off tho fields near-
by. The Arrow Milling Co’s flour
mill is located at this point.

Foxwarren and Binscarth aresmall
towns as yet, but are in o good sce-
tion o! country. From Binccarth a
brench Iine has been bullt to Rus-
eell, a distance of 11 miies. ‘[his town
i« a'sy roted for its connection with
pere bred steck raising m Manitota,
having been the station for the Bins-
carthh Stock Farm which only ceased
operations o few years ago.

Russeli is a point of cons'darabl>
imnortance from a business stand-
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polnt, and that the adjacent cown.
try 18 one well sulted for mixed
farmmng 18 shown LWy the prosperous
condition of tho farmers, Instances
may be ghen of a number who took
up homesteads 18 or 18 years ago
with scarcely any capital, who aro
now worti trom $10,000 to 315,000,
There have been o couple of unew
stores_ starteG  this year. Lennacd
& McDorvagh have opened out with s
stock ot uvardware, and Geo. Bryant
has started o greeery and  bDake.
shop. K. McTConagh and br. Rodgers
f:ave moved into a new biock which
they have erected.

Rteturning to the main  hoe, the
next station west of Binscarth 1is
Milhweod, av which point there is a
flour mild, the last one on  this iine
of raflway.

Laugenburg is
in Assinibola.

the first station
Trere are two gen.

eral storee at this point, kept by P.
Uiriechh and ®. Wallace, the iatter
lavi~g comnenced business last fall.

Churchurldge hastwo generi) stores
and two implement  warchouses,
which are doing a good business.

Salteoats, the next town, has three
generat stores, two hardwares, two
butcher shops, bakery, drug store,
ete., as well us & government cream-
cry. J. Kennedy, ‘the proprietor of
the Qucens _note’, Is building g large
addition w nis premlses. ile uxpects
to have ths finished in a few weeks,
whet ne will have one of the best
fiotels on the line. The bpoople of
this district are anxious to get a
flour mill and are prepared to offer
geod maucements to an c¢xperienced
nller to locate there. ‘There are
severans large scttlements in the vicin.



