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Germany and Belglum, as upon the
abrogation of these treaties the In-
direct preference to the other coun-
tries will ceape.  These treaties will
soon be out of the way and then there
will bo nothing to interfere with pre-
farentinl trade witlin the empire.

The Hudson’s Bay Co.

London, July 12—~A general court
of the govornor and company of ad-
venturers of England, trading into
Hudson's Bay, was held at the City
Terminus liotel, Cannon street, to-
day, when the report from the gov-
ernor and committee was laid betore
the shareholders. ‘The governor, Lord
Strathecona, in submitting to the pro-
prietors the annual accounty stated
that the profits amouunting to £69,-
873 7s. 9d., to which is to ba added
the sum of £21,999, 12s. 1d., brought
forward from last year, making a tot-
al of £91372, 19s. 104, and a divi-
dend of 18s per share equal to § per
cent, will be pnid for the year end-
ing 31st May, 1898, leaving o bal-
ance to be carried forward of £26,-
372, 19s. 10d. Lord Strathcona also
stated that the collection of furs for
the outfit dealt with In the accounts
was smuliler than of the preceding ont-
fit, but o considerable improvement
in the prices reallzed for many des-
criptions at the March sules more
than ~om ted for the diminished
quantivies.  With reference to the
general trade of the company, it was
mentioned that the business at many
of the companly’s stores has been ad-
vantageously affected by the im-~
proved state of trade in Canada, and

the developments in British Columbia

and the Yukon district, owing to tho
recent gold discoveries, but this will
enter Into the next accounts to be
presented to the shareholders. Lord
Strathcona added that the board, af-
ter full consideration and consulta-
tion with the commissioner, who came
to Eugland in February last, have
taken measures to establisii new posty
and to increase the river steamboat
accommodation on the route to the
mines, and generally, to secure to tlhe
company as large a proportion as
possible of the new business arising
from these and other developments.
The land accounts show that the re-
ceipts for instalments, interest, rents,
etc., were better than last year, be-
ing £25,933, 17s., 44d., as against £215~
9612 1s. 4d. Farm land sales amount
to 37,923 acres for $183,890, averag-
ing $1.85 por acre, as compared with
10,784 acres for $53,217, averaging
$4.94 per acre, the average price per
acre n&‘am shiowing a slight decrease.
An active demand both for farm lands
and gown lots has recently set In,
owing to the improvement gencrally
existing throughout the Northwest,
and larger sales are now: being made
than for some time past. The Earl
of Lichfield, deputy goveruor; and Mr.
Aldermahn Vauban-Morgan, retiring
members of the board, were re-elected.
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Canada’s Growth.

Tho Mail and Empiro quotes the fol-
lowing statlistics of tho growth of tho
Doninion sinco Confederation, compiled
LY Mr. Frank Yeigzly as of interost on
the thirtieth anmnlversary of tho wed-
4ding of tho provinces:

Tho Dominion of Canada 18  thirty
years olds Tho 80th of June cnds tho
firat three decados of Copfederation

THE COMMERCIAL

Canada’s aroenr; {8 threo and a hall mil-
llon square milos—ono twelfth of the
fand avew 6! the world, Ovoer amiilion
square miles aro yot unexplorvd. Lwen-
ty-clgbt Unilted Kingdoms and sixteen
Gormwanys could bo plucod  within {ts
boundaries.  Dxcluding  Aluska, It s
largor than tho Ualted Stutes. I is
nearly double Britalu's Indlun posses-
sfony, and largor than the Australlan
colonies, It 18 large ecnough to provide
eich membior of 1 population with ono
and a quartor square miles.

Prince Edward Island i3 tho baby
province—2,000  square miles; British
Columbia 13 the largest—382,000 squaro
miles, with a 7,000 milo coast line. Cun-
ada” has o 13,000 mlle coast line,

Canada has a waterway of 2,884 milos
trom the Sty Lawrence to the head of
Lake Superfor—ouc of the longest con-
tinuous strotchos of inland navigation
in the worldf

Gannda has a population ol over five
millions.

Canadians are a home-grown pcople,
Four of tuo tive millions (86 per ceut)
arc Canadian born; hall a mitlfon 1y
per cent) wore born under tho DBritish
flag; only 157,000 (3 per cent) were for-
elgu born,

Canada has 100,000 Indians— 11,000
Protestants, 42,000 Roman Oatholles,
17,000 paguns,  fen  thousand Indian
children are Dbeing educated In 285
schools, alded by the government with
$300,000 a year. .

Nearly two million (41 per cent) are
Roman Catholics; 85,000 (17 per cont)
Methodists; 750,000 (15 por cent) Pres-
bytertans; 66000 (13 per cent) Church
o! England. .

Canada has one nad a quarter million
square miles of forest., Her forest pro-
duction per last consus was! elghty mil-
tion, nearly 75 per cont of British Co-
lunbia and U0 pen cent of Ontario Is
woodland.

CANADA'S PRODUCE, »

Conada's  agricultural  exports have
reached $50,000,000. Oheese  alono
amounted to necarly 815,000,000, sup-
plying Great Britajn with two-thfrds of
all the Jheese sheo imports, Canady pro-
duced sixty million bughels of wheat in
1897. Sho has the largest wheat field
in the world—900 miles iony 300 mlles
wide. Acres Jf land under cultivation
in Canada, 28,000,000. Canada producod
about  fifteen  bushels of wheat per
acre iu 1897. Torty-five por cent. of
Canadians are engaged in agricuitural
pursults. Agricultural exports In 18G8,
about fifteen bushels of wheat per
$20,000,000; in. 1897, $£50,000,000.

Canada’s fisiieries yicld hor $20,000,-
000 a year. They cmploy 70,000 men.
Lhe plant {8 worth $10,000,000. Nova
Scotia comes first as u fishery province,
i\l?lwd.un awwick second, British Columbia

r

Canada’s mines producod $:30,0600,000
in 1897, viz.: Gold, ¥6,190,000; stlver,
$3,332,000; copper, 1lead and nickel,
about a million and ahalt eachs -conl,
$7,285,000 (four million tons). Ier coal
bearing area is_100,000 squaro iniles.
Fifteen thourand miners all told are
employed. British Golumbia has pro-
Quced -260,000,000 of xold in forty years..
Nova Scotin’s forty imines have produced
$12,000,000.,

Canada’s Yukon zold ficlds include an
aren of 125,000 squaroe miles. The. esii-
matod yield for 1898 is from ton to
twenty mlillionss - 1

TRADE AND FINANOE.

Canada's totnl volume of trado has
risen from $181,000,000 in. 1867 to $257,-
000,000 In 1897. Of this lattor sum,
$111,000,000 was traneacted svith the
United States, and $100,000,000 with
Great Britaina

Canada'’s trade {s rapidly increasing.
Tho calendavr year of 18907 showed an
incrcage of 832,000,000 of both exports
and importay

Cannda’s income is about $37,000,000
a Yyear

Cannda’s public debt has ijucroased
from 75,000,000 11 1867 to nearly 260.-
000,000 in 1897, tar $50 o head. Yearly
interest on public debt $10,000.000. Tax-
ation (cuatoms and oxclise) $6.42  ‘per
head, as comparod with £10.50 of tho
‘gnited Kingdom, and $14.72 o! Austra-
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Canada's_inter-provincinl trade Thas
jumped from $1,000,000 in 1867 to $113,~
000.000,

Cuanada’s  railways: In 1808, 2,278
milos; in 1898, 16,000 miles— 3,000 moro
than Australin.  Thero aro 141 rajl-
ways and 8L controliing companies. Paid
uwp  capital, nearly o bllljou. ‘Gross
carnings $52,000,000; expenses $35,000,-
000; passenizor iraffie $16,000,000; and
freight traftic $25,000,000 tang.

Cauada has spent over $200,000,000 on
ratiways, eoutributed from the natjon-
al excliequer, from proviuces, and from
municipalitics.

The Canadian Pacific ratlway is 6,31+
miles, 1,400 longer than tho great Sl-
bertan railwny, as planned, to cost 76
milllons. Cananda gave tho O. P, R, 43
millions, \

The Grand ‘Trunk raflway s 3,162
miles Tong; the governmont rajlways ag-
gregate 1,388 miles.

Canadn has 72 miles of canals, costing
$83,789,000 for counstructfon, onlarge-
menﬁlnml malntenance, or over o million
a milo. ¢

Canada  had <4256 1lghthouses and
1t stations in 1807; It has 1,400 now.

Canadan has 29,000 wiles of telegraph
line, moro than elther Italy, Spain or
Tarkey, aad 69,000 miles oY wire.

Canada has a militia force of nearly
40,000 including 700 Mounted ’olico in
the Northwest. .

Canada's post offfces numbered 2,333
fn 1807, and 9,191 in 1897. Lotters and
post cards carrfed in 1897, 165 milliovs;
papors, packages, otc,, 27 milllons.

BANKS AND OQAPITAL.

Canada bas increased her post ollico
savings banks to 753, in whieh 120,000
persons have on deposit 30 mtllions, and
in government raviugs bunks 18 wmillions,
or 48 wmillions in all—about $10 per
head.

Canada’s chartored banks hold 180
millfons on deposit. Bank note circula-
tion hag risen from 9nillions In 18G7
to 30 millions; bank capital aggregates
61 millions,

Canadun’s 1life assurance companies
have 460 millions of insurance In force,
divided among 31 1te compauntes; and 10
assesdment compunies; 26 millions are
on  deposit with the government f{ov
protection of poligy holders.

Canada has 7,279 rezistered vessels,
with agross tounago of 789,209 tons,
valued at 25 milllons.

Canada stands fourth amons the
maritime nation in tonnaZe of shipping
owned and registored in the country.

Canada_has n high-grade public school
systenmt. [t has 17,000 schools, with n
milllon pupils. It has 04 universities
and colloges, with 11,000 students ene
rollet. Soventy per cent of all the peo-
ple of all agos cuan read; 80 per cent
of all adults cuan write.

Canada is planning big things for the
future; settlement of the great North-
west, development ‘of the mineral and
other resourcer, deepening of the cane
als, improvement of transportation. in-
Iand- and on the oceuns, oxtension of
trade with tho mothor countryy

Cannda took n step forward and up-
ward in tho Jubllco ycar. She is now
the junlor member In the well known
firm of John DBnll & Co.

Canada has mado great strides during
hor first thirty yoars of Confederatfon.
Who is prophot enough to forecast the
next thirty, yoars of progress} and pros-
pority 2 ‘

Jean Claustre, the plioneer, and
still one of the leading merchants of
Maple Creels, ag in Winnipeg this
week attending the fair, aud did not
forget to call on The Commercinl, Mr.
Claustre reports everything I8 pross
perous, and the ranchers in the neigh-
hood are doing well. The first ship-
ments of range sheep and cattle to
arrive in Winaipeg this season came
from Maple Creek. Mr. Claustre says
sheep and cattle are being shipped to
the Crow's Nest ratlway construction,
to otlhier British Columbin points and
?:venk to the Kiondlke from Maple

reek. :



