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The leader of the Government has now consented that Col.
O'Brien shall be given an opportunity of bringing up his
resolution against the Jesuits’ Estates Act, in the Houge on
Tuesday next. At the present writing, however, there does
not seem to be any probability that the discussion wiil come
to o division.

« We fancy that it will be found that the Glabe, in performing
its recent *“ flop,” on the question of the Jesuits® Estates Act,
has been concerned ruther more about compassing the over-
{hirow of its politioal opponents, than of promoting Protestant.
igm, or repudiating the recognition, which it professes to sce.
of the authority of the Pope in the settlement of a civil
question I)'o other conclugion can, we think, be found pos-
_sible. For ecither its inconsistent and erratic course through-
out the discussion points to that, or it argues very painful
iueapacity in its conductors to form, on a serious subject, an
intelligent, or intelligible, opinion.

Our readers hardly need to be reminded that when the agi-
tation against the Jesuits broke out in this Province, the
Globe took, and mainthined until Saturday last, a position on
the question the very reverse of its preeent one. It argued,
inits issue of the 7th’ February, that «the Liberals if they
were in power could not consistently disallow the Jesuits'
Bill,” becanse the Bill was within the competdhce of the
Quebec Legislature, and to interfere with,provincial legislation
was to run counter fo every principle.in the Liberal pro-
gramme.  Again it said on the 12th February : *¢ If Ontar-
iaus wish to perpetuate the Confederation they will gnietly ac-
cept Sir John’s sllowance of the Jesuits® Bill. If they cau’t
stomach that allowanco they may as well face the truth like
honest men and acknowledge that thoy really do not think the
Confederation warth preserving. The end can be nothing

else than the destruction of the Confederation.”

It claimed that no man who was not prepared to go vhat
fur could consistently call for Federal opposition to Quebec’s
will in the matter. It went sofar even astosay that the man
who would do so, ** was foolish, if honest, and a dangerons

It was therefore with some disgust that the publie read in
its issue of the 16th, that, on the strength of an article which
had appeared ina law journal, it had suddenly becowe con-
vinced of the unconstitutionality of the Act, and that it now
urged ¢ with the utinost emphasis,” that the Jesuits ISstates
Act should be disallowed. * It must be,” it said, * the duty
of the Governor-Genersl-in-Council to nullify the Jesuits
Estates Act and it must equally be the duty of representatives
of the people to make a straight demand upon the Governor-
General-in-Council for the performance of that duty.” It
is, therefore, not strange that the (lobe has earned for
itself public conterpt by its conduct ; nor that o very pretty
quarrel is in progress between that paper and the leaders of
the party which it has purported to serve.

The Glole's present position, so far as one may hope to
undorstand it, appears to be thatshe Jesuits Iistates Act is
at once ultra rives and intra vires; mira vires, in that the sub-
ject of ihe Act is one of Provincial competence ; wltra vires in
that it reeognizes the right of the Pope to determine the dis-
position of the money granted by the act in compensation
for the conrfiscated estates. T'lus attitude, to say the least, 18
a very pecular one, and Catholies can afford to wateh the
upshot with interest. The politician, or party, that follows
its lead in this instance, we ventnre to think will not stand to
win in the issue. 'The right of the Quebec Legislature to
disburse this money to the Jesuits for the purpose of educa-
tion cannot be disputed, nor does the (ilobe attempt to dis-
pute it. For it is certain that if the legislative nets of nne
province can, under our constitution, be assailed by the
people of another province, the consoquence must bo the
disruption of Confederation. And this is admitted. Tt
would be intolerable,” says the Montreal fuzette, *under
cur system of Government, that the majority m one or ore
provinces should be allowed to impose its will in religious
matters, and matters of purely provincial concern, npon the
majority in another Province. The wisdom of the legislation
in respect of the Jesuits' Lstates, must be determined and
pronounced upon by the people of Quebec and not by those of
Ontario. Such a crusade as has been organized against that
legisintion can have but one inevitable consequence, namely,
that of arraying in solid phalunx the entire Roman Catholic
body of Canada in support of the Jesuit body, und in fiem

*opposition to the attempt to subject the legislation of Quebec

to the will of the Protestant peovinces of the Dowinion.™

That, to all serious men, must be the pith and the principle
of the question. In the meantime we venture to think that
the anticipated discussion in Parlinment, from which the
Globe and Muie hope so much, will provean inglorious frizzle,
and that the discussion, as we have before said, will not
reach a division.



