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Tur Adjutant General's ¢ Report on
the state of the Miliia of the Dominion of
Cannada for the year 1872, is ono of those
important State documents which cannot
fuil to interest every reader. Itis got up in

the usual terse and perspicuous style with].

which the people of Canada are now familiar
and which has established tho reputation
of the- Commander-in-Chief of our Army in
a literary point of view, as his eminent ser-
vices has a'ready confirmed his professional
charncter.

From the Report we learn that during the
past year 30,144 ficera and men were in
camp during the annual drill; of this forcs
1,666 were cavalry, 951 fiold arfillery with
46 guns, 1,697 garrison artillery, 106 engin.
cers and 25,724 infantry, *“This army is
organized into faclical brigades of thg

i

on which we are so entirely in accord with the
gallant and accomplishéd soldier that com-
mands the Cunadinn Army, that we cannot
forbenr quoting them in full,

‘i In the time of danger tho ranks of the
wilitin of Canadn have always been filled
with men, but untrained men and undis-
ciplined valor does not constitute military
strength, or national sccurity. I would,there:
fore, as the ofticer responsible for the mili-
tary command and traising of the militia,
beg to poiut out the advantagoe and proprie.
ty from a militury point of view, of obtaining
such a Parliamentary vote as will admit of
training annually and providing with proper
eguipment not merely a portion but tho
wholo of ‘the authorized quota for the
full period allowed by law.” Tho amount
estimated by the Adjutant-General to elfect
this very roasonable olject would be $1,500,-
000 perannum ; the estimales of the pre.
sent year embrace a sum of ono million
dollars, or only two-thirds of the very modo-
rate sum asked, and this on the plea of
economy. ‘I'he Report says : *Reduced mili
tary estimates means reduced ‘mililary effi-
ciency and power of defence, but should it
bo determined at any time to reduce the
estimates it would be well to bear in mind
that this can be done with least detriment to

the public servic:, from a mﬂitary point of
of view, not by reducing the number
of men authorized o bo trained snnu.
-ally in the wkole Dominion, but by training
the full number of men allowed for a some-
whatshorter period of time.”

Turning from nhat is a disagrecable sub-
Ject to us, and we are fully persuaded to tho
mass of our people, wo must content our-
selves with one more extract with which our
own experienco is fully in accord.  After
alluding to tho historical’ rocord of-Lthé sol.
dierly qunlilies of our French speaking
countrymen, the Adjutant-General sny ; o I
have seen the degcendunts of those men in
the camps of Lower Canada on tho trackless
Prairie and in the Rocky Mountnins. In
point of natual intelligence, hardihood, and
enduranco of fatigue, readiness of resource

and cheerfulness of spirit, ux ler diflicuities

they have no superiors, masters in the art o
travel, of camp and Prairio lfe they ar
equally courageous, and ui tomo in the frm
canoe amidst the fonming rapids of Americy
rivers and in tho saddlo on tho boundles
Prairies of the North West.”

‘Tho Roport embraces that of tho officers
commanding the various military Districl
and tho commandants of tho Schools o
Gunnery,but its greatest featureis o *¢ Repor|
of & military reconnaisance, of the Nortl:
weat Provinces and Indian’Lerritories,"which
wo deem of suc’s importance as to pub
lish out of the order in which it stands in the
ofticial document beforo us, Tho Adjutant
General accompanied by his son, a fine stal-
wart youth of sixleen years of age, started
from Fort Garry on tho 10th Angust, 15;*
for a journey of nearly 3,000 miles ; by the
roule travelled, fully two thousand of which
were accomplished on horsehack tho whole
escort consisling of a guide and an Indian
lad,

The Adjutant-General in his modest nar.
rative gives a correct itinerary of the various
stages of thoe arduous jouroney, a vivid
description of the country, its capabilities
and resources with the perspicacity ofan ex:
perienced observer and the skill of n trained
explorer,his estima.c of the military strenglh
of the Indian t:ibes between Forl Garry and
tho Rocky Mountains 1s particularly valua
ble just now, and bisrecommendation that a
forco of 500 Mounted Riflemen distributed
at the following strategitical points to pro-
tect settlers and cover the frontier lias re.
ceived convincing support by recent news of
troubles between thé Black-feet Indians and
United States Troops which havo resulted in
a fight on Canadian soil. The stations point:
ed for out the localization of the units of the
proposed forco nre Portagoe la Praine, Forts
Ellice,Carleton, Pitt, Victoria,Edmonton,and
Porcupine hill; at nearly oll of thoseStations
suflicient accommodation already exists,and
they are fortifid sufficiently to resist anything
except artillery, being in all cases stockado
well and sfoutly built by the Hudson Bay
Company to protect their own employecs
from tho Indians, and with some pretensions
to military skill in design and adaptation.

Ivis especially to bo regretted that Colo-
nel RoBERrTSON Ross’s military duties detain
ed him 80 as to delay his departure from
Fort Garry before the month of August, and
consequently compelled & deviation from
the direct lino of travet through the Zete
Juune pass in Canadian territory, to that of
the Kootenay pass und through the territory
of tho United States, in which one-third of
this interesting journey was. accomplished,
At the same time tho necessity for a-person-
al irspection of the frontier (the farhous or
infamous fortysninth parallel) at the point
where it touthes the Rocky Mountains may
also beeaid to have been a milifary neces-
sity,

The route followed by the Adjutant Geno

tal wasnearly duesouthfrom the RockyMoun.



