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parent in all this stern preparation to con-
front danger, and it shews the vuluo of tho
systom cranted by tho Militia Law te find
such a force fitce to face with the encemy n
the short space of two days. ‘Che ‘amount
of work done in the Adjutant-General's De.
partment must have been very great and it
has been executed without display or ex-
citement of any kind. Canada has to thank
the energy. ability, and rare administrative
powers of Col. I’. obertson Ross for all this

and for tho mensures which saves her soil
from insult.  Tho Militia Law only needed
an admimstrative officer that understood 1ts
provisions 1o make it a success and th.c coun-
try has found that in the Adjutant-General.
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CoxsTITUTIONAL government in Southern
Europe is occasionally administered after o
strange fashion. The Edinburgh Review for
April contains a splendid article on 2 book
lately published by tho Rev. A. C. Smith,
M.A., entitled ‘¢ A Spring Tour in Portu-
gal,” in which the present coundition of that
countey, the great change which has occur-
od since the Peninsular War, aud its futuro
improving prospects are traced to its liberal
government.  Qur telegraphic despatches
will show the way in which a Ministry is
served that has lost the confidence of the
people. The Administration of the Duke
de Soule had fallen into disfavor with the
good people of Lisbon. The King wished to
leaven it by appointing the Duke do Saldan.
ha to the War Department. This was re.
sisted by the Administration, on which it
appears the Duko got up =2 conspiracy
amongst the troops in the garrison and at-
tacked tho Castle of St. George, the royal
residence. whichwas carried after some shots
being exchanged. The troeps frafernising
with the victorious mob entered the palace
shouting * Long live the King,” * Longlive
the Army and Saldanaha,” ¢ Down with the
Ministry,” tho latter, uttaily defeated, laid
down their [portfolios, and Saldanha was
directed to form a new Cabinet. What the
result will bo is hard to say. but the dismis.
sal of a ministry by force is a game which
an be repeated, and with what results Spain
can testify. It i3 said that much discontent
prevails in the Provinces where the deposed

auministration had 2 strong party. In the
game for power the people are entirely 1g-
nored and their interests made sabservient
10 the personal ambition or worse motives,
which brought about this revolution.
S

Qisxec has been agnin visited by one of
those dreadful visitations which have be
cme periodical. On Tuesday the 24thinst.
afearful fira devasted the suburbs of St
Roch’s, burning about <24 houses and two
ships on tho stocks in Baldwin's shipyard.
Insuranco losses cstimated at $250,000;

but the actual loss will he over SGO\).O()O.I
The district destroyed extends from Crown;
Street and Bridge Street, aud Queen and;
Joseph Street. This is the third great firo
which has devastated St Roeh's withina
period of twelve years—the last in 1866,

REVIEWS.

Tur 29th No, of the Cunudwn Iltustrated
Nees is, as usual, full of splendid illustra.
tions. ‘The * Carnival at the Skating Rink ™
is particularly fine.

Wt have to acknowledgo tho receipt of
the Ldinburqh Reeiew for Apnl—it is, as
usual, full of interesting matter. Also the
Westminster Review fur April from the Leon-
ard Scott Publishing Company. ‘The £din-
burgh Recicw contains a critiquo on Renau's
Life of St. Paul, and the Westminster one on
the “ English Parlinment and Irish Land,”
both exceedingly interesting and decidedly
the leading articles of 1870.

Tur. New Daminion Monthly for Juna con-
tains the following chotce articles: ** Up the
Nile,” “Ancient Civilization in American,”’
“An Iour with Wild Flowers,” ¢ Marguer-
ite,” *Waiting for Me,” ¢ A True Story,”
*The Gift of Flowers.” “The Troubles of a
Deaf Mute Emigrant,” “A Trip to Anti-
costi,” “*Some Odd Livings,”" *liealth of
Ministers,”” *“The Iomeo of the Locusts,”
“Vigils,” with the paragraphs. Fashions,
.shion plate, and illusérations.

#Qux Volunteers in Belgium (September,
1869), with Random Notes and Jottings,”
by Captain Wm. A. Harris, S0th Lancashire
Rifle Volunteers, Thislittle volume of 144
pages, 6mo., with its modest title and un
pretentious appearance is at once thebest
writien, most amusing, and clearly descrip-
tive brochures we havemet for o good while.
I'he sunject is the visit of tho English Vol-
untaers to Leige, on the oceasion of the Tir
National and the celebration of the 39th an-
niversary of the independence of Belgium.
But the author, in addition to spirit stirring
descriptions of the reception at the Hotel
de Ville, the distribution of commemorative
medais, the march of the different bodies of
troops, and the appearance of tho city has
managed to cury along with all this such a
wonderful power of word painting that the
surroundings stand out before the reader as
vividly as the pictures in the stercoscope,
with all the minuteness of detail and charm
of rewl life.  From tne femnle scavangers to
the fair demoisclles who distributed the
medals, from the commissioner to the King
of the Belgians, no rank escapes the des-
criptive powers of tho gallant Captain.
While bis lapdscapes, bathed in sunshine or
clouded with min, are touched off in that
interesting style which enhances the atten-
tion of the reader. Yo acquire a thorough
knowledga of the country about Ostend,
Leige. Antwerp, Brussels, tho field of Wa-
terloo and other interesting particulars con-
nected with the loealities, the perusal of this
book will well repay the time spent thereon.
1t is a book which may be read with a cigar
in your mouth, whilo pleasure and profit
will be easily combined in the operation.
Tue description of the military movements
does the writor credit, as well as the details
of the matches furnished in the Appendix.

The narrative is completed by the address
of the English Voluntecer Officers to His
Mnjesty the King of the Belgians at Buck-
ingham Palace in November, 1869. The
servico to which Captain Harris belongs may
well be proud of an officer of his talent and
ablity, whose professional knowledge of the
science of arms is evidentiy not inferior to
bis literary attainments. Asaguide book this
little volume is valuable, and as a record
of a most important and interesting event
it reflects great credit on the energy of its
author. We would recommend its perusal
to every one desirous of making themselves
acquainted with the nature of procedure in
the most extensive international rifle match
on record, and hope that Captain Harris or
somoe gentleman equally gifted will writo the
history of tho next Wimbledon meeting,
tor it is evident such occasions will exercise
great influences on ths tone of military life
mn the future, as well in a national as indi-
vidual point of view; and therefors a read-
able record of all the incidents connected
therewith, ag contained in Captain Harris's
memoir, will be invaluable as precedents
for the future. e hope to have the plea-
sure of reviewring the gallant Captain again.

OXNTARIO RIFLE ASSOCIATION.

At o meeting of the council of the associa-
tion nt the office of the Secretary, present—
Mr. C. S. Gzowski, President, Capt. Bou-
stead, President Toronto Rifie Club; Licut.
€ol. Gilmour, Q.O.R.; I.t.-Col. Skinner, 13th
Battalion ; Judge Macdonald, Guelph; Capt.
Werner, 14th Battalion; Cant. McCleneghan
22nd Rattalion ; Lt.-Col. Boulton and Major
Boulton, Cobourg, it wis resolved,— ¢ That
in view of present cvents it is considered
advisable to postpone the next annual
prize meeting of the Association until Mon.
day the 19th of Seplember, in ordertoallow
affiliated Associativns to hold their local
matches, the returns for such matches to be
sent into the Sccretary by the Ist September,
affiliations to boe received until that date.”
Tho committeo of arrangemsnts for the
match was selected, consisting of Capt. Mec.
Clencghan, Woodstock ; Lieut.-Col. Boulton,
Cobourg; Judge Macdonald, Guelph ; Capt.
Werner, XKingston; Licut..Col. Skinuer,
Hamilton ; Licut.-Col Forrest,Ottawa; Major
Croft, Toronto; W. J. Morris, Perth, and
Liout.-Col. Gillmor, Toronto. Major T.C.
Scoble. Secretary. The first meeting of this
committeo will take place at the Secretary's
office on the 22nd June, immediately after
the annual meeting of the association, which
also takes placo upon that day. The Presi.
dient, Mr Gzowski, who proceeds to Eng-
land on the 24th inst., has been empowered *
by the association to make such arrange-
ments as will admit of the association being
represented at Wimbledon next year, and
also to procure twenty Martini-Uenry rifles,
with ammaunition, to be distributed as prizes
at tho ensuing prize meeting. Ho will also
attend the mecting at Wimbledon with a
view to obtain tho latestinformation regard-
ing tho conduct and arrangements of that
great national rifle match, by which know-
ledge no doubt the Ontario Rifle Association
will benef* considerably,



