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founti on the investiture of Mexico and Pcru by the Spaniards, is a thing
that is univcrsallv known andi behieveti. Now as the Aztccs, or railler the
Tolcecs, %vhorn thec Aztecs subjecteti, %vcre iî'ell atd%,ýncci in the fine arts,
is it t0 miucit to imîag*ene th.t tlicy were considerably ah'anced in
nicta]liiurica: science, so far advanced as to cnablc theni to have siscl a
process ? or hiow accouint for the enormious anmunt of metal tbat 'vas in
the couintry, as the prescîît appearanice and presenit cxkicce of fre
inetal in 1\Mexico arc not favorable t< the theory that these inetals were
extractcd by the Toitccs, and aCter tlheîn thcerX'.tecs, fr,în ore containling
the metals in the frec state ? The objection rnay bc made thiat for these
ancicnt Ioîe~1 have lia(! this procmis the), intst have nicrcuiry , to
this the answcr nîay' be madle that there arc more dcposits of inercurial
ore in that Country tian is sipp>osed, andi these people %voulti unidotibtcdly
know hou' to retice it, as ai soinc of the localities it is fouind in the
native or ine:tallic stat, ro.duiccd by internai hecat; but at the best this k
nicrcly a sugglestion, and the existenice cof Vanntoclo BininguLccio's treatise
wvhicli i idelitical la ils p)rinic-iple with the Patio andi publisbced z6 ycars
before the saiti introduction into Aincrica of the prils s radlier againist
it, andi radier leatis to the conîclusion that it was long before kno 1,1 in
E~urope. ht ks unniccessary, for inc to d--scrilbe in etlenso the Patio pro-
cesseor Gallcro process, as it is caUled iii s'miie parts of Metico, as it bas
becu exhaustive], ircatid of by inany inctallurgmists, aitnong others
Alonzo Barba, la bis %vork publishieti n 1639, and during this century
by sticl as Philips andi Dr. Pet-cy ; inclecti, the section of Dr. 1>rcy's
ivork devotcti to tbis process is the inost comuplete extant. 1 inighit bc
a1Ioivedc to adtithat there ks an indiscnimniatc :Asc matie of the %vords

Ar>at,'z ani fzhona b>' tnost ;,uthois in clc.;cr-ibitng this process; arrastra
ks the naine used whcn-i the motive poiwcr is given by mnutes harnesse t l
the armn, and tahiona is uiset ie~'n the motive )oven ks var-atlthlougbI'
wliih n la Mexico thrce 3'ears ago I asked the naine thiat %vas *given to
thc arrastra which %vas ln the Goveriiincnt mint at Guadalajara, anti whmclm
wvas tirivcn by stcani, andi %vas atiswcet that it %vas an arrastra.

I tniglit also sa%, 1 noticeti while in Mexico a tbing whicli is riot
inetîtioneti, ai Icast 1 have failet to fun t inl any of the vorks at mvy
conianti, anti that was the use of mien insteati of bot-ses iii the Patio
procvss. Thesc men tliat t tcati the ore arc calicti ' RZepa.-sedors,"
and rcceivcti four rmales (4), about fifîy cents Canadian or tivo
shillings one penny i d) British, for cvery six (6) cargas (equal Io
(180o) cightcn hutireti potmitis avoirdupois) of ore whielh tlicy anialga-
inatcdl. Tlieir motions are peculiar anti intiescribable, andi require Io be
-scen to bc unclenstoodl te bodyv is hielti crcct, the riglit ltand grasping a
staff, or if a staff is niot uscd Io steadly, the armas -arc swung in unison

L VOL. IV.


