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A MOBERN ATOSTLE,
8keteh of— MTuL. Nugent.

A Typlenl boggarth Araan.

Father Nugentisan Irichmanin Eng-
laud.  Hoia cven more. e is looked
upon as the head of the Irish in tho
neighborhood of Liverpool.  Very few
people underatand the unportance of
this section of the race nbroad. Aceord
ing to a writer in the Ner {relund e
tiac, if the old Feeland wero enided to.
morrow, it could almost ba re-peopled
in all it variety and raciness from
tho Irish of Liverponland Lancashire.
Grandsire nnd vamthee, with their
peasuant sones and folk tales, ballud
singer, ghost hunter, blind  flddier,
pricat’s buy, ghnatland chromeler, and
nll thetr kindly Lienrted Frorhren, would
strenm out and homeward from many
u haunt bodween Barrow and Boutle.

A TIPLAL 8OUGARTIE AROON,

Mgr. Nugent, or ** Father Nugent, *
ag he is still affectionately atyled, in
one of the most intcresting Insh
personages of the last half eentury, one
of the first figures in tho philanthiropio
world at this juncture one with a
varied and vivid reeord, a man of
instense individunlity, who hag made
frionds anl sprend projects far and

Moxsteson Nt aksT,

wide, one who ig luoked up to in some
quarters as the worthy successor of
Father Mathow, oue whose ioblest
work has been done in the slums of o
great city, but who in this, his chosen
sphere, affords an admirable ¢xample
of the typical sogzarth arcon amongst
the pcople. Beyoud this he has been
clogely associated with the inital trials
and the gradual growth of the popular
Catholic press in Great Britain.
Furthermore, he has watched at close
quarters the rise of the Irish elerent
i1 Lancashire from thu famine time
misery nnd obloquy to the triumph of
thisourdecade,when it controls parties,
leads municipal affairs and enter Par-
liament. IIe has doue more than
watch—he has aided ; and it is not
possible to name any one in that
quarter who lhas helped more than he
by his work to break down anti-Irish
and anti-Catholic intoleranco and
prejudice. Last, but not least, his
history exemplifies various turns in
the tide of Catholic affairs in Great
Britain winch the past half century has
witnessed.
FATHER NU'GENT IN THE FAMINE.

Though Father Nugent's active
work began in the eity by the Mersoy,
yet he comes of an Ulster family. In
miost respects, liowever, ho is more
typical of the impulsive, kindly but
stormy hearted Celt of Muuater, and 1
belicve that in later years he has
traveled moro in the south than in
any other part of Ireland. After his
ordination in Liverpool be togk charge
of the mission at Blundellsoods, some
few miles distant, and afterwards ho
was connected with the Pro-Cathedral,
Copperas Hill. His resl labora began
In tho great famine period. Appalled
and dispirited, peasante were hurrying
in thousands from Ireland as from a
land of plagues, and Liverpool was for
a long timo the scene to which crowds

of them turned in the linpe of Nuding
a haven of refuge. It waa auything
but a haven to gotae, the untartunate
peaple had to face anch 1l anld
religious hnxstility av may well acem
iucredible in these more generotadays
of ours.
THE CATHOLIC INSTITI TH,

In somo of the auerent swtreets off
Seatland Road one hears nuwalays
amazing but authenuo stories of the
peraecutions to which the: Irieh Giatho
ltca were doomed m that hudeous
period.  They reeall the terror<of the
penul daye.  Oedtnary hfe in the van
grantg’ quarters just Jhen was anly
one degree lesa wretoled than the life
in tho stricken land from which they
fled. Their lot scomed beyond tho
pale of allovintion. Sowe of the vim
grunt element was vitinted by ita say
roundings, and whie the  greater
portion went onward and upward,
feaving ity impress o zhort G
upon Lfc and thoughit i Lancashire,
th « large fiinge acemied to aink Lelp
lesaly into gloom aud demoralization,
It was pitiable, but in svicw of the
circumstances it was all but incvitable,
Father Mugent wus duawe, auintrepid
aud persevering missior.ary, to this
wliolo area of slum hfe.

* Save the Boy " became his matto,
and in the new causo he strove with
an enthusasm which to some seemed
almost fapbaticism. A boys' refuge
was soon cstablished—one, by the
way, whieh is stll flourishing—-he
begged and preached week after week
n 1ts behalf, had the youngsters edu
cated and taught trades, went with a
colony of them to a brighter station
in North Americs, returned, snatehred
others from the morasg and brought
them under the sway of the teacher
and the handicraftsman. Some of
them are journalists and legislators
to-day.

The reader may not be «quite sur.
prired to find thut in the course of
timo Father Nugent came to thuink
that this emigration scheme of lus
might be worked upon a much larger
scale, and that ho went so far us to
seriously advucato emigrativa to the
States and culonies as a rewedy for
Irish ills and grievances. Lor a lung
time he cheriched tho belief that
judicious clearunces and social propa.
gandism would set Ireland vight again ,
that national and legislative pro-
grammes and mmovements were more
or less matters of mere sentiment.
These ideas met with much hostile
criticism in Irish quarters, end for a
long time Father Nugent was not on
the friondliest terms with his country
men. More careful study of Imsh
questions considcrably widened, even
revolutionized his viewe, and fur suw
eral ycars past he had advocated very
progressive Nationalist ideas.

THE NEWSPAPER.

Under stress of many difticultids
Father Nugent founded the Catlnlic
Times. As time went on the paper
progressed in good fortune.

Father Nugent had go abead ideas,
wss a resolute organizer and a couple
of times was highly favored by fortune
in the solection of editor and stufl. A
tiune came when the paper had its
Paris, Rowan, Dublin, American,
Spamsh aud Russian correspondents,
its Liondon edition and local reporters
throughout Great Britain. Its pro-
prictor, who carefully followed its
fortunes, served for scveral years of
this forward period as chaplain of the
Liverpool Borough Jail, retiring a
fow years ago. His nature n this
portion of his eareer received new and
enduring influences. 1o saw so much
of the ugly and vicious side of hie that
gradually Ins spirit was over-saddened
at the wreck and the pity of it all.
He almost expected a touch of villainy
everywhere. Hig zeal in the cause of
reformation twas, however, redoubled
and led him so far that a eynical
friend on one occasion asked him if
ho over troubled about any but the
unrighteous, and if it were possible

for upright citizens to enter to hiw
gond geaces,  Tho father samiled gowl-
humoredly, seeing, of eourse, the Jdeep
tributo to his labara, which underlay
thin cynicism, Once in a wlile, in
hia passion to ol the fallen mud the
despised on thewr feet, lie brought on
his journalistic stafl such gpecimens of
hterary flotsam and jetsam o< might
well plunge an ordinary editor in dea-
par. But lie soon wmended mattors,
for ug a rule be had a keen sense of
what was appropriate aml what wonld
be progressive,
THE CATHOLIC T. A. LEAGUR,

In 1472 ho made another new de.
parture, when he established the Cuth
olic Total Abstinenee League, or, asit
is briefly called, tho Leagne of thu
Cross,  Io hud been a devoted student
of I'ather Mathew’s life work and be
catw at length a warm advoeate of his
principles.  He burned with the desira
to gee the work of the grear Insh
tuinperance reformer earvied on afresh,
but when hoe started the new urgamaza
tion he could gcarcely have hoped to
sen it in a short timo the success
which it really became. Curdinal
Manning was one of the first to ucrord
his adhesion to the movement; n
faot, 1n eone minds the League of the
Cross organization has been s0 wdenti.
fied with the late Cardinal that its
orimin i8 agsribed by them to hun.
Ting wiew ie, howover, incorrect.
FFather Nugent wvas tho pioncer, and
tho real centre of the movement for
sume time was the Lather Muathew
Hall, Lwverpool. liver sinee he has
labored in 1ts cause with intense de-
votion aud has preached 1ts principles
thronghtout Great Birtam and evenn
Amgrica.

1n Liverpool lie gathered about him
a band of men who had all taken the
total abstinonce pledge from lather
Mathew himself and who were de-
lighted to rally round him whom they
fonaly styled lus successor. They
formed what was known as the
* Veterans' Branch ' of the league,
and it was at ther mectingz g
dingy hall of a Liverpool bye streot
that one could see I'ather Nugent at
Ing bust and sunplest. In the midst
of the rugged but duvoted bumauny
that gathered abuut hun on Monday
cvemngs ol the hindliness of lus
nature overflowed, and he rocalled the
soggarth aroon of Danim’s tuuching
lyric. Father Mathew bLimself was
never more admured by his followers
than was Father Nugent Ly theso
* Veterans” und their friends. Here
Ing addresses were more natural than
anywhere elee—simple, pathetic hu.
merous and impassioned by turns. It
were 4 hard nature, indeed, that the
seetiv, with all its simplo devotion,
could not touch—thero in the very
heart of sordid slum life. O Cunuell
was king in Conciliation Ilull some
thirty years earlier; l'ather Nugent
was now quite ag wmuch a king in that
hall of Lancashire.

FATHER NUGENT AS EDITOR.

With & Catholic newspaper and a
Cathiohic literary journal tthe ¢ utholie
Fureside) under Ins control, Ius ideal 1s
to some extent realized, for a Catholic
newspaper such as Lis 18 ike a cenire
of a world, A hundred lives and -
terests converge to it, tidings from
Rome and intellicence from five conti-
neots proceed to it, while orders and
isgues have to go out from it near and
far. He does unot prizo his papers or
busy himself with their interests from
any senso of liternry or intellectual
enthusinsm, e appreciates them, in
tho first place, as religious levers, and
in the next from the sense of power,
usofulness and expunse which they
afford to lnm. To be a working spirit
was the passion of his younger days.
To be a governing and controlling
spirit has now becomo a second nature
with lnm. His hierary and business
stafl is such that he need never trouble
himself 1n the shightest degreo about
anything in connection with his papers
Yet he hurries in ropeatedly from lus

howe in a Liverpool suburb (Waterloos
i as keens a stato of unreat and anxi.
ety a=1f e had to writo evory Lino of
the hterary matter and perform tho
whole duties of the business depart-
ments,

TIFF 01 BERCVLEAN o,

In moat quartors of the Fangliah
Catholic world one bears of the work,
carcer and imbividuality of Futher
Nugent,  Meeting hmn for the firat
time, after this stream of enminent on
Ins work and power, ono may experi-
ence some senre of disappointment,
Unnking bis personality incompatible
with the notable character ho has
won. A short, stooping, cnergetio
Iittlo wan with thin, severe fentures,
grey hair and scarclnng  eyeg, the
impression ho first gives 18 not one of
greutness or force, but simply of a
preoccupicd spirtt, and o busy, unreat.
ing individunhity. Gradually thoscnse
of grit and power i {vlt, and when
ono remembors that B bas been a bhio
of lierculean tuil and anxioty for half
a contury, und that he is still hale and
resolute as in carly manhord, the
inpression is considerably deepened,

NEW FATHER MATHEW,

He is seon, perhaps, at lis best
during the great temperanca meetings
and reunions which he sumtmons from
time to time to the Picton I.ecture
all, the most apacious of its kind in
Liverpool. Pather Mathew in lus
hey day had no moera interesting
gatherings. The faces, the crush, the
interest, the animationsuggest pictures
of joyous and earnest Munster gather-
ings in the days before the great
famine. Here and there, however,
one recognizes faces and features on
which slum life has set shadow and
gloomy care and which loom out with
a spectral and warning interest amidst
the general gaiety and unrestrained
anunation. All grades and stations
tronp in—the babe and the vanitheo
geein to make the haunt a chosen oue,
and the observur is sometimes startled
to think that it was the wreck of Inish
villages and the clearances of Irish
country sides long ago thut have wade
these gatherings possible. Thore is
tragedy boncath them—in a grim,
silent and touching way they tell tho
latter day history of Ireland.

Uuder the new skies
They Lring you momoriss of vld village
faces,
Cabios gone now, old well sides, dear old
placcs,

And men who loved tho causo that never

dies.

Something of all this must strike
Father Nugent as he addresses thess
favorite gatherings. 1le touches chords
that aro pleasant to thauk upon. 1le
speaks from the heart and to tho heart.

POPPLAR CATHOLIC JOURNALISM,.

His journals are essentially popular
in their character and have donoe ex-
cellent work in the way of stirring
and enlivening the Catholic musses,
consccrating and consolidating Catho-
hic energies, and geing, as it were, on
bencficent and pleasant inissions to
the homes of thousands of people. A
very respecteble corps of our Catholic
avthors have seen service from time
to time with Father Nugent. Among
them are the Rov. Dr. Barry, * M. E.
Franas,” Richard Dowling, John
Augustus U'Shea, lsdmund Downey
and John K. Loys. A few members
of tho Irish party have also been con-
nected with the Cathorie Times, and a
band of younger writers have been
among its contributors.

Thoro arc caves of consumption so far ad.
vauced that Bickle'a Anti Consumptive Syrup
will not care, but none so bad that it will
not give relief.  For coughs, colds and all
affections of tho throat, lungs and cheat, it
isa specific which has never been known to
fail. It promotes a frco and casy oxpectora.
tion, thereby rtemoving tho phicgm, and
gives tho discascd parts a chance to heal.

Sho (severoly) - Henry, what is a poker

chip?
}go {frankly : it's » chip of a poker, §,
supposce. Did I guossit !—Detroat Fre. Press,




