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(Contanued freem Lant Week.)

With this purpose it will be more
advantageous that several men belong-
ing to the sacred Ordcrs combat on
this point for the faith, and yepel the
asaaults of oncmics that theso men
should, above all, bo cquipped with
the armour of God, adlering to the
counsel of the npostle and aceustomed
to warfare and the now weapons om
ployed by their adversaries. Therein
lics one of the duties of the priest,
which St. Chrysostom ecstublishes in
moagnificent terms . ** Great zeal must
be employed that the Word of God
should dwoll abundantly in us, we
should not only be ready for one kind
of combat, for the war is diversified
and tho enemies many , they do not
all use the same acws, not is it in the
same tanner that thoy propose to
confront us, Thercforehe who is to
mest o)l should Lo acquainted with
the manwuvres and the methods of
all; he shiould handle the arrow and
the sling ; he should be tribune and
chief of a cohurt, general and soldier,
footnan and trooper, apt to fight on
gea and to overturn ramparts. If, in
short, the defendar is not provided by
overy means with every mode of fight-
ing, the dexil knows how to give his

robbers admission by oneo side, if a°

gingle one be left without guard, snd
carry away the sheep.”

We have already described the
stratagems of the enemy, and the
multifarious means which Le employs
for attack. Let Us now indicate the
processes which should be utilized for
defence.

In thoe first place, recourse must be
had to the ancient Eustern languages,
and particularly, andat the same tiwe,
to tho science which is called critical.
These two species of knowledge are
to-day very much appreciated and es-
teewned ; the clergyman who will pos.
sess them in a more or less extended
fashion, according to the country he
inhabits and the peoplo with whom he
is brought in relation, will be able
better to sustain his dignity and fulfil
his migsion. The minister of God
should, in fact, *¢‘inake himself all
things to all men, and always be pre-
paced to satisfy him who demands the
reason of the hope ho entertains him-
self.” Itistherefore necessary to pro-
fessors of Holy Writ, and it is fitting
for theologians, to know the tongues
in which the canonical books were
primitively written by the sacred
authors. It would be excellent that
even ecclesiastical students should
study those tongues, tho more parti-
cularly those amongst them who are
destined to academic grades in theo-
logy. Precaution should also be taken
that in all academies there should be
established—as, indeed, already has
been done in some of them—chairs
where the ancient languages, especially
the Semitic languages, will be taught
and their relations with science.
These courses would, ia the first place,
be intended for those designed for the
study of the Ioly Writings.

For tho same reason jt is important
that the same professors of Holy Writ
should be instructed and oxercised in
the science of true criticism. Un.
fortunately, and to the great daumage
of religion, a system has appeared
which peraudes under the honorable
name of “high eriticism.” Those dis-
ciples affirm that the origin, integrity
and authority of every kind of book is
traceable to their intriusic characters
alone. On the contrary, it is evident
that where a historic question is con-
cerned, or the origin and preservation
of no matter whit deseription of work,
historie testimonies have more value
thau all others, and these are the testi-
monies which should be most carefully
sought out and examined. As to in
tringic characters, they are, for the

great part of the time, far less impor.

tant, su that thoy need not bo invoked

oxcepl to confirin o thesis, If other
aotion 18 carried out, the result wil bo
serious convemonce. In fuot, tho
enemtics of rehigion will retain more
confidonco in attacking and battering
in breach thoe authenticity of tao oly
Books. Finally, this form of high
criticismy will arcive at the result that
ench one m mterpretation witt atach
limeclf to lis own tastes and prejudi-
ol viows. Thus the hight sought on
the subject of the Seriptures will not
exlubit itsolf, and une advantage will
result for scronce, but one will see con-
spicuously mamfestedthat character of
error which consists n diversity and
contradiction of opmions. Already
the behavior of the clnefs of this new
scienco prove 1. Isesides, the bulk of
them aro unbued with the maxims ofn
vaun phulosophy andof rationahism nor
aro they aframd to oxpungo from tho
Holy Books the prophecies, mracles,
and the other osents wlhitch surpass the
natural order.  Agam, the interpretor
should strugglo with those who, de-
luded by their knowledgo of physical
scionces, track the sacred authors inch
by inch in order to expose the ignor-
ance they had of such and such trans.
actions, and to lower their writinge on
that account. Ad these complaints are
made about senstble objcets, thuy are
thereby the more dangerous when they
are spread amoung the crowd, especially
among tho youth attracted to letters,
As soon a. that youth had lost its
respect 1n one pont for divino revela.
tion, its faith relative to all the others
will not bLe long before it vanishes.
Hence 1t 15 only too evidont that,
inasmuch as the natural sciences aro
proper to manifost the glory of the
Creator engraved on terrestrial objects,
provided they are suitably taught, so
much the more are they capable of
wresting from the mtellect the prin.
ciples of a sound philosophy and
corrupuing manners when they are
presented witl: perverse intentions to
youthful spirits.  Thus the knowledge
of natural facts will be an eflicacious
succour to thoso who will teach Holy
Wnit, for, thauks to that imformation,
they may more easily discover and
refuto the sophisms of all sorts directed
at the Scriptures No real disaceord
can assuredly cxist between theology
and physics, providing both aroe kept
strictly withan their limits, taking
care, uccording to the words of St.
Augustine, * To aflirm nothing at
random, and not take the unknown
for the known.” If, navertheless,
thay are in dissent on a certain point,
what is the theologian to do? To
follow the rule summarily indicated
by the same Doctor, ** As for all that
our adversaries can demonstrate to us
with the foundation of veritable proofs,
lot us show that there i3 in them
rothing conrary to the acts related
in Holy Writ. But as for that which
they draw from certain of their books
and invoke as contradicting sacred
literature—that is to say, the Catholic
faith—let us show them that they ace
based on hypothesis, and that we have
no manner of doubt of the fulsity of
these afirmations.”

In order tho better to penotrate
oursclves with the justness of ting
rule, let Us, in the first place, consider
that the sacred writers, or, more
accurately, ** the spirit of God which
spoko Ly their months, did not wish
to teach men truths concerming the
intimate constitution of visible objeots,
because they did net in any way serve
for their galvation.” In this wise
these authore, without applying thom-
selves to acute observation of nature,
sometimes described objects or spoke
of them either in s sort of a metaphor
or as the language in uso at the period
suggested, similar to the practico at
present on many points, in datly life,
even amidst tho most learned of men.

In the vulgar language one alludes to-

the objects which fall vnder the sense
in the propor terms. The sacred
wnter (and the Angelic Doctor ro-

minds us of it) in the same manner

attached bimsolf to sensible porsons
that is, to thoso which God Himsulf,
after the lhnbit of mon, employed in
addressing thom so that Ho might bo
undoratood by thom. DBut to ssoure
tho vigorous defenco of the Holy
Writings, it by no means folluwa that
one must proservo thio ontiro sonso
that every ono of the Fathiers or the
intorprotors who succeeded them made
ugo of to oxplain tho Soriptures.
(ivon, in short, tho opinica in vogue
at tho epoch, thoy may not always
have boon ablo to judgo according to
tho truth or avoid emitting certain
grmci[.les which oro now anything
ut proven. .

Extromo care must be oxercised,
thereloro, in disorituinating 1 their
oaplanations between that which is
given regarding the .aith or bound
with it and which they aflirmn of a
common accord. In truth; on that
which 18 not tho essenco of the faith
the saints, as well ns ourselves, might
have held different opinions, Such is
the dootrino of St. Thomas. In
another passage ho expresses himself
mith great wisdom in these terms:
« Touching tho opinions commonly
professed by pliulosophers, and which
aro not contrary to our faith, it scoma
to mo that it is more sure not to
afirm them as dogmas, although they
are sometiumes introduced in reasoning
m the name cf thess philorophers,
and not to note them as contrary to
the faith, lest wo should furnish the
sages of this world occasion to despise
our doctrine.

For another motive, although the
interpretor should show that thereis
nothing contradictory in the Soriptures
well explaioed in the truths which
those who study physical goioncg give
as cortain and sustained by firm argu.
ments he should not forget that occa.
sionally several of these truths cited as
certain have been subsequently cast in
doubt or laid aside. If writers who
treat physical facts go beyond the
limits agsigned to them in the sciences,
they are discussing, and traspass on
the terrain of the philosopher by pro-
pagating noxious principles, the theo.
logian can appeal to tho philosophers
for their refutation. We would that
the same doctrine should be applied to
sciences of a similar kind, and more
particularly to history. Therais good
need to be afllicted when many men
who study to theroots the monuments
of antiquity and the manners and
institutions of peoples, and give them.
sclves up Lo laborious treatise on these
themes, have Irequently for aim to
find out errors in Holy Writ in order
to weaken and completely shatter the
authority of Scriptures. Some behave
thus with dispositions genuinely hos-
tile, and judge in a manner which is
not sufficiently impartial. They have
so much confidence in profune
volumes and in documents of the by-
gone that they inveke them as if it
were not possible for mistakes to exist,
while they refuse to trust to the Holy
Books, and rejoct as erroncous the
faintest appearance of inexastitude,
and that without even discussion. Of
a truth, there may be sundry passages
in thossue of different editions which
may not bo reproduced in a fashion
absolutely corregt. But this must not
be readily admitled, except on those
points where the fact has been auit-
ably proved. It may also happen that
tho senso of some phrases may remain
doubtful. To determine thermd the
rules for interpretation will be of vala.
able assistance ; but it would be posi-
tively fatal either to limit inspiration
to some portions of Scripiure or to
assume that thesaored anthor himself
was deceived.

Neith r can thomethed bo tolerated
of these who escape from these difi-
culties without hesitating to accord
that divine inspiration does not extend
beyond truths concerning faith and
morals — that and nothing farther.
They are wrong who think that when
tho veracity of events is to be investi-
gated that which God said must not

bo inquired into, but oxnmination
rather must bo mado what reason
thoro was thet He should have thus
spoken. In fact, all tho books without
oxcoplion which tho Church has ro
coived g sacred and canonical in all
their parts have been written under
the dictation of the Ioly Ghost. 8o
far from any crror attaching itsell to
tho divino inspiration, not only docs
that of itsolt exolude all error, but it
is still more ropugnant to it of naces.
sity, bocauso God, who is necessarily
the Soverecign T'ruth, could not be the
author of any orror. Buch is the
anciont and constant beliof of tho
Ohurch, svlomnly defined by the
Counci's of Florenco and of Trent, and
ultimately confirmed and moro ox-
prossly sot out in the Councils of tho
Vatican, which passed this absoluto
Deoreo . ** Tho ontire books of the Old
and New Testament in all their parts,
as enumeorated by Dooreo of the same
Council of Trent, and such as are con-
tained in tho ancient Vulgato edition
in Latin, chould be regarded as sacred
and canonical, Tho Church holds
them as sacred and canonical, not
because they wero edited by humaun
soienco alone, and wero aftorwurds
appraved by the authority of the afore-
said Church ; not because they con-
tain truth only without error; but
because, writien undar the inspiration
of the Holy Chost, tLey bave God for
author.

Almost ne account should be paid
to tho circimstance that the Holy
Ghost should have taken men as the
mstruments to write as somo falso
opinion might be emitted, not cer-
tainly by the first author, but by
ingpired writers. In fact, the Holy
Ghost hus by His virtue excited them
to . write, nssisted them whilst they
were writing, and scen that they con-
coived exactly, that they were anxious
to report fuithfully, and that they
expressed with an infallible truth that
which they had been commanded to
write, and only that which they had
been commandad.

Such has been always the sentiment
of the holy Fathers. * Thus,” said
St. Auguetine, *since those wrote what
the Holy Ghost showed and enjoined
thom to write, it must not be snid that
the Holy Ghost did not write it.
They, as the membera, operated what
the Head dictated.” St. Gregory ex-
pressed himself in these terms: * It
is more than superfluous to secek to
know who wrote those books, sinco it
ig firmly believed that their authoris
the Holy Spirit. He in truth wrote
who dictated what was to be written,
He wrote who inspired the work.” It
is to te concluded that those who
think that in authentio passages of
Holy Writ some false idea may per-
haps be comprehended assuredly po:-
vert Catholic doctrine or make God
Himself the author of error. All the
Fathers and all the Doctors have been
go fully persuaded that the Scriptures,
such as delivered to us Gy tho sacred
writers, are exempt from all error that
they ingeniously and conscientiously
applied themselves tc bring about con-
cordance and concilintion in numerous
passages which scemed to present
some contradiction ur divergence.
(And these passages are the same
which are opposed to us by the science
of to-day.)

The Doctors bave been unanimouns
to believe that the books in their
totality and their parts are équally of
divine inspiration ; that God Bimself
has spoken through thosacred authors,
and that there could not be enouncod
anything antagonistic to truth. Here
a general application of the words
trangmitted to St. Jerome by St.
Augustine should be mads : ¢ I avow,
indecd, to thy charity that I have
learned to accord to those books of
Scriptures alone which are st pregent
called canonical the reverence and
honour of implicitly belioving that
their. authors could not commit aun
error in writiug them. And if I
found in these Holy Writings any



