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THE BOOK OF NATURE LAID OPEN,
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RIRDS~Continued.

How admirably forcced are tho oyes of the
birds of night for secing belter when the sun is
bulow thau above the horizan. Thoso of the
Pouliry kind are uot fusnished with hooked bills

and {ormidable tatons, or wings caleulated for,

lang fights; and while the solitary Eagle or

meroua flocks.

have their habitations assigned t
barren and uncultivated tracts wheee their fuvo- !
vite food alovndd

Lucks, Geese, and many others, have long broad
bills o enable them tn grope for their food in

.

j1finto rocks or hollew trees thoy creep,

liem in the most ™% : ;
jeraiga;—and the Flamingo bwilds her nest in the

The hooked bill of the Par-|
rof is well enntrived to assist him in chmbing. |©

JUVENILE ENTERTAINER.

In temporsry doath confined 1o sleap;
Qr, conscious of the coming ovil, fly
To wildor regions and a wouthern shy?*

Birds in the forsid zono, where their nests
otherwiso situnfed, would be expased to the
assnulis of the snake when bo twines up the
teunk, or the depredation of the apz, supend
themat the paint of a haugh, or the extreme

Hawk pay us o transient visit, unaccompnnicd%b"’“"t‘cs of the trees; and some, as the Tay-

and alone, theso surround onr dwellings in nu-.
Those of the Grouse kind, who,
faed on mosr-berries and the top of hieath plants,’

lor-bird, not content with that precaution, ot
tach their nests to the sido of a leafl The
Eagle constructs her habitation among macces-
‘oible rocks, whers 1 is shiwlded by projecting

:mididle of an extensive morass, beyand the ceach
danger.

What snpncity does the Vulture display as ho
sits silent and unscen in the American forest,

walers and mud; on the confrary a thick, short,; Wai¢hing the operations of the menstrous Cro-

and sharp edged bill, is as necessary te those,

who lave ocension to husk and flny the grein

they swallow, The Foodpecker’s bill is suflica-,

ontly strang to dig lioles; that of the Swallow
is slender and sharp pointed, and he is also fur-
pished with a verv wide moutlh, to enable him
to catch the winged fnsect in its flight; and the
onse with which Seq pies raise their favourito food
from tha rocks,by weans of their long, narrow,
and cumpressed hilly, is astonishing.

The long legs and necks of birds of the Cranei
kind, together with their sharp pointed bills, are
wonderflully adapted for tho purpose of wading:
and picking up their food from tho bottom of.
the shatlows; and the webbed feet, oily feathers,
and broad bills of those of the Swan kind, are.
equally so to enable them to swim along, and
11y hold of their prey in the watery clement.

The Prricax of the wildernesa ss n most dox.
terous fisher, and natwi  has providad lim with
& prodigious pouch of a swgular construction,
under his bis bill, which, although scarcely per-

eptibie when emply, cnables him whea full, to
bear ashore a3 many fish at a ime as would auf.
fice 60 wmen to dinner.--The Avrnarnoss, the
most formidable of the Gull kind, preys not only
on fish, but water-fowl of an inferier size; and
his bill terminates in a crooked pomnt, by which)
he is enabled 1o lay hold of them on the wing.
—The Pexcuin seldom leaves the water; and
while others of the feathery race ouly skim its
surface pursues bis prey to tho greatest depth,!
snd he approaches the finny tnbe in his con-
formation as woll esin his disposition and habits.

How wonderful the migrafion of Uirds! or
that surprising insfinet by which “the stotk in
tho heavens knoweth her appointed times,”
aad the crane and the swallow obasrve the
tune of their coming.” When Storks take their
departure of Europs, it is said they all assem-
ble on a particular day, decamp during the
right, and leave not a single one of their com~
pany behind. Now what power unseen com-
wmaunds them to this general assembly, directs

.them in their course, orders them to halt as
cccasion requires, and then (o renew their
flight till they arrive at the exact pomnt of thew
destination?

¢t Who bids the Stork, Columbus.like explore
Heavens not his own, and worlds unknown before 2
Who ealls the councif, stales the certain day?
Who forms the phalanx, end who foinu the way?"
«* Where do the Cranes, or winding Swallows go,
Tearful of gathering winds and falling sow?
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coihie, winle he deposits lns eggs m the sund
on the banks of the niver?  The hitle Botcher-
bird, thut altacks creatures four times bigger
than himself, seizes its victuns by the throot,
aud strangles them in an nstant; und, agf coa-
scinus of s inabidity otherwise to separate the
foud tt has so securcd, contrives fo spil it on 2
neigabousing thors, and then pulls it to pteces
by 113 i},  The goltary Owl takes up i3 ste-
tion in a corner of the barn at the approach of]
mght, & with inflexible purseverance watches its
prey  The mappie i3 naled for its singular
cunaing.— Bustards are said to keep a sentinel
on the autleok to nppnize them of danger—The
Partridge acts with the greatost subtility, in ar-
der to decoy away a dog or other snimal when
he apprehends her nest; and the affection of the
Hen for her brood 15 such, that for thetr protec-
tion she will attack the hog or the mastiff, and
cven nict hesitate to fly at the fox.  What animal
evinces more couraga thar the Cock, &s he struts
in sovereigoty on lus favourite dunglill? The
fecility with which Parrots aro taught ta speak,
and retain and repeat a number of worda is truly
surprising.—Cormorants in China are trained
for the purposes of fishing; and Hawks, in other
countrics for fowling; snd the Carrier Pigeon
performs his lengthened embasar with unerring
precision, and with an astonishing celebrily:
Even the stupid Ostrich, as it may be
celied io other respects, is not so destitute of
natural affecticn and mnstinctive cunning as some
are apt to imagine; for if she more fraquently
leaves her eggs than other birds, it is only in
those hat climates where there is no necessity
for constant iscubation; and if she thrusts her
kead in the sand, when every chanes of escape
is at end, it io no lesa certain that she contrives
to prolong the chace and distance her pursuer,
by occasionally lowering ,one of her wings, and
disappointing him with a mouthful of feathers.

POETRY.
THE FABLE OF THE YOUNG MOUSE.

In a crack near the capboard, with dainties provided,
A certain young mouss with har mather resided.

So securely they livad on that fortansts apot,

Any raouse in the land might have envied their lot.

Hut one day, the young muuse, who was given toroam,
Haring madean excursion some way from her home,
On & sudden return’d, with such joy in her eyes,

That her grey, sedato parent, exprees’d some surprise.
¢ O Mother!" said she, ** the good folks of this house,
ll‘m convinc'd, heve not say ill will 1o a mouse;

And those tales can’t bo trus which you always e
tollin

+
For tho,'vniccn at euch pains to construct us a dwe ,

fing.
The fioor 1s of wood, and tho walls ate of wires,
Exactly tho sizo that one’s comfurt fequires;
And P'm sure that we there should have nothiog 1o

foar,
§f ten cats with theie kittens should at once appear,
And then they have madu suth mico holes in the we'l,
One could alip in and out, with no trouble at aif;
But furcmg ona through such rcugh crannios as these,
Always gives ona’s poor ribs a most ternble squeezo,
But the best of all 13 they’ve provided us well
With & large piece of cheose of moat exquisite smell;
Twas sa sice, { had put my head n to go through,
When § thouzht it tuy duty to come and foteh you, ™
« Ah ciuld,’ said her mother, ¢ believe I entreat,
Botls the cngo and the choore are a terntls cheat;
Do not thnk slf that trouble they took for our zeod,
They would cateh us, and 47 usali there, if thoy could,
Asthey’ve caught aad kdl'd scores; and L pevor could
fearn
That a mouse, who ance onter'd did ever return
Let the young people mind wohat the vld people say
Jnd when danger i near them, keep vut of the woys
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TEH FLY'S REVENGE,

« 80" snid a fly, as he pansed and thought
Haw hie hed just been broshed about,

# They think, perhaps, I o next to nought—
Put into the world to be put out!

« Just as if, whea our maker planned
Hss mighty scheme, he had quite forgn$
‘To grant the work of s skidful hang,
The peaceful Ry, an alnding spot!

¢ ‘They grudge me even a breath of air,
A speck of earth and a ray of sun}
This is more than a fly can bear—
Now I'll pay them for what they have done!”?

Firat he Jit on the idle thumb
Of = poet, and ¢ Now for your thoughts>” smd
he,
« Wherever they roar, I'll make them come
Dowa from their towering fight, to me!”?

He went nnd tickied the nasal tip

OF the schofar, aund over his cyebrow stung,
Till he roised his hand and his brain let slip

A chain of gems that had just been stiung.

Hle washed his fect in the worthless tenr
A belle in the theatre chanc’d (o weep—

« Rouge in the bath!" he cried; “my dear,
Your cheek has a blush that isaot skin deep?”

Of, to a crowded chureh he flew,

Ang over their faces boldly stepped,
Pointing out to the pastor’s’yiew

How many cheep in the pasture slept.

ey
s buzzed about st a Iady’s ear,
Junt a3 8 yeuth-with piteous sigh,
Popped a question she would not hear,
Angd only aswered, ¢ a saucy fiy!”

On the astronomaz’s painted glasa

Ho liesure!y stoed and siretch’d his wing;
For here he knew bo was sure 1o pues

For quits a great and imporiast thing.

 Now is, the time,” said he, ¢ my men,
To measure the Hy fromhead to heel !

Number the miles, and if you can, |
Name the planeta that T conceal !

 What do you call the twinkling siae
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