
THE CBURCH OF SCOTLA2ND.

Atiantie they had carried ail that jeaIousy and hatred of EngIand and Eug-
lishmen that even yet is to be found in the proud heart of old France. Fer
yearstbe struggle vas carried on, and the por Colonists of Acadia were kep
in painft'l suspense as to vhat their fate shotld We The year 1713 brough
them the mournful tidings that they and their possessions were c'Ed
to, the British Goverament, and that ail the tics of nationalty, betveen
France and Acadia bad been severed by the sword, and their severance
confirmed by treaty. This vas a heavy blov ta the French Acadians,
and it vas with the greatest difficulty that they were peaceably induced
to take the oath of allegiance ta the. Btitish Goverument. Not many
years elapsed, however, before an opportunity offered for tcsting their loyalty.
War vas declared between France and England, and Lover Canada, nov the
Province of Quebec, became the battie field. Tbe Acadians were accused of
asisting their old friends and fellow countrymen in the strugglc. It is asserted
that at the seige of Beau Séjour they assisted thc Frenchi by sending thein sup-
plies ef ammunition and provision; and vhether this Le true or not, one thing
is certain, that the British believed them guilty, and soon after proeeeded to
take vengeance on thein. An order vas issucd forfeiting their lands, teneinents
and cattie ta the English Crown, and ordering their remnoval from Acadia, and
their dispersion thronghout the other Colonies as far as possible frein their own
Province. 0f these severe mensures the Acadians knev nothing, until planit
vere matured for carrying theas into effect. The Governor of the Coony
issued a sumrnons calling the wahole population ta a meeting, and at this gather-
ing he coanmuricatcd the substance of the order of the British Governinent. lIt
vas a gloomy day in 'the littie village of Grand Pré, and sorrow ani sighing
were heard in cvery cottage in thc beautiful vailcys, and over the vide fertile
meadows. A few of the boldest on lhe flrst impulse threatcned resistance, but
the visest sav the hopelessness of ail opposition, and soon al] began ta realise
their fate, and prepare to meet it.

At a littie distance from, tIhe village Of Grand Pré, and nearer the Basin of
Minas, lived Benedict Bllefonane, te vealthiest fariner in the district and
the father of Evangeline.

Ilearty and bale vas lie, an oak that is covered with snowfiakes.
White as the snow vers his locks, and bis cheeks as brovn ns the oak Ihaves:
Fair wa« she to behold, tisat "nden of seventeen «ummers."

One of old Benedict's nearest and dearest friends and neighbors, vas b
village hlacksmith, Basil Lajeunese by namne, and among the many devoted
loyers of the fair Evane1ine, nouse vere mnade so wclcome, both by Benediet
and bis daughter, as Gabrielithe blackniitli's îzon. -6 e vas a valiant youth, and
Lis face, like the face of tbe morning, gIadduned the earth vith its Jiglit, nda
ripened thought inta action." Gabrael and Evangeline Lad long kisown and
loved each other, and Lotis thse old fariner and hbas friend, thse siqnitis, vere of
the opinion tlsat thse time Lad arrived when ths prelinainaries of their marniage
shWud be forrnnlly arranged. The venerable Noavof Grand Pré vas ac-
cordingly sumniosed, the bride7s dowry in flocks and herds vas namned, the great
seal of thse lav set like a sun on tise parchuient, and ail things vere happily

-At thse tirne we are nov speaking of, the painfWu tidings referred to above Lad
not been msade knovn. The British ships vere ridingr at anchor oui on the beauta-

fi Basin of Minas, thse vilagers vere at their accustoined Labour and enjoyed tie
bleuings of plenty and pence. In the poct's vords, 61Every bouse vas au umI,
vi ereal vere velcomed and feasted; for vida dais simple people, viso lived
11k. broters together, nel things vere h)el in rom-nons, and vhat one had vu
anoeiar's" Evangeline's br;dal day at Iengt arrived, and in the orchard, per-
fauned vitb golden fruit, vas sprend tise marriage feat. There vas good old


