IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES,

Protestantism in Turkey.

'THE attempts made by various religious
Bocieties to ext:nd the Christian faith in
urkey heve recently created some excite-
ment among the Moslem population, and
eompelled the intervention of the English
Ambassador. The immediate reanlt is a long
sorrespondence recently presented to Parlia-
ment, It is doubtful whether those who have
eaused the agitation are under the direct
®ontrol of the Protestant Societies who have
employed missiunaries in Turkey, as it ap-
pears to have originated in the conduct of
tome native converts, who have ventured to
Preach their adopted- creed among their own
tountrymen, at the risk of disturbing the
Public peace in a dangerous manner. The
agitation commenced in July last, when Sir
H. Bulwer, in « despatch dated the 18th of
that month, reported that *a case of some
dlﬂiculty and danger had arisen, which would
Probably cause a disagreeable impression in
gland.” Four or five converty had been
Preaching in Constantinople, in the * khans”
or jicns, to travellers from the interior of
Turkey, who are the most fanatical portion
" ®f the population. The attacks publicly made
o their faith by those who had renounced it
Toused great indignation among the Moslems
of the capital also, as they consired it a
ublic insult. The people will not tolerate
Tom a renegarde what they will listen to calm-
y from 2 foreigner born in the creed he pro-
fesses. The interference of the police became

" Receasary to protect the lives of thess con-
Yerts, and some of them were arrested. ‘The
Shops where Biblea were sold have been
“Sloged, as well as the places where the preach-
Ng took place. The Government itself has
%0 gpprehension of the religious conse-
_RQuences, but dreads any excitzment of the
‘Pblic mind in such a city as Conatantinople,
Mhere, as Sir . Bulwer states, ¢ if any affray
Aeduried, and any blood were shed, itwould
¥ tmhossible to foresee the consequences.”
y promises to obtain the release of the con-
. ;k”'ll, and permisnion for the quiet sale of the

ible, But he had told an English clergy-
‘?G:M intimate with these converts that * they

4 beiter remnin quiet for a time.” The
i 0ject Has, of course, excited great interest
A ong the English religious societies. They
e interposed in behalf of the runverts,
g B it appears hy a despatch dated the
:i“h.'“f ‘Q¢tober, have been released. This,
‘aqy, VO, has by no means closed the ques-
;“‘“, which is very fully stated by Sir H.
g YIWer in a report addressed to the commit-
Iy of the Evangelical 8ociety. The qaestion,
ny. BaYS, narraws iteelf to this :—* The Otto-
:::". ‘Government is willing to sllow all
wi0lians to exercise their own religion

tly, as at home, but it will nat allow
ot ommedanism to be publicly assailed. Its
"in."y is to proteet all religions, but not to

W persons of ons religion to attack these

s

of another.,” His argument applies more or
less to all missionary vocatione. It may be
sufficient to say that he considers their con-
duet neither  prudent nor politic.” On the
other hand, the Archhishop of Canterbury, as
President of the Society for the Propagation
of the Gespel, expresses to Lord Russell his
belief that the facts proved * justify the
stroygest representation to the Governmeunt
of the Sultar.” As the discussion of the
whole subject filla 95 despatches, it is impos-
sible to follow the details. But as the con-
verts have been released and the depot for
the sale of Bibles has been re-opened, it is
to he hoped that agitation will not extend.
Lord Ressell appears to have summed up the
whole contraversy in his despateh of Dec. 13,
where he says, ¢ If the missionaries will here-
after show snmewhat more prudence, and the
Tarkish Government somewhat more of
friendly forbearance, a recuirence of these
painful scenes may be prevented.”

—0

Church Music.

T following remarks on the suhject of
Church Music have been peaned by a learn-
ed American, who has spent some time tra-
velling through Europe, They are ecopied
from an American exchange :—

“ In some of the more fashionable Chureh-
es of Edinburgh, especially in those connect-
ed with the Scottish Establishment, a choir
is introduced-—not siiting aloft in a gallery,
as with vs, but oceupying front seats helow ;
in some cases, leading the congregation, but
in others, singing musio not familiar to the
congregation, and therefore compelied to be
alone in their performanee. And now, toget
as far awey as possible fiom allowing the
congregation to partake, Dr. Robert Lee, the
bright, learned, but not grave pastor of Grey-
friars Church, and leading Professor of Divi-
nity in the university, preposes that the organ
beadded. Itisstrange that men will notlearn
from the experience of others; or that, learn-
ing, they will nottakeadvantage of it. Here
in Scotland is congregational singing carried
to its highest point, and most conducive to the
‘right fulfilment of divine worship-—full, clear,
strong, welodious, inspiring—and yet the
tushionable Churches crave something more
artistic, more operatic, more elegant and ve-
fined. 1f congregational singing were a fail.
ure here, they might, perhapa, be pardoned ;
but, in that it is a perfect success, what plea
can be offered’? And then, in the matter of
organ introduetion, they have but to look
across the North Sea -to Germany, and see in
.that land the finest choir of all, the second in
peint of excellence in the world, the famous
cathedral choir, always sings without the
organ, deeming that the swestnese of Siiber-
maun’s, even, would mar the melody of the

human voice divine, The leader mprely



