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Thle Winger of i')oS.o6 was in several respects a remartbleorne. There was less saow and fewer days 01 severe cold weatherthan for many Preceding Winters. ht was more open and mili.tha for many past Scasons. Ai th*is vas soMewhat changcd at atime when one expects te me the end ut Winter corne in earguest.in 14arcu. There was more snewv and cold then, than apparentiyhad heen in the Previous vîntef months combined, or as someenetold the Wrter : Winter ont>, commencewj in March. That ucb
uausuid weather conditions would naturally tend te medi'> bielo-gical cOnJitiOns in the Plant and animal kongdomig was tu b. ex.pected Ai, nature.lovers, the botanists, entomolegists, etc .therelore eagcrly looked I'orward inte £the nov sadly retardeclspring, tu Sec how this would be made manifest in their severailin«e of observation. In ne class of biota, hevever, would theeiect ef such unusaalimatgc conditions be mort noticeable thanin the birds, as that fascinating. mysternous naturai peoel'Of "her mkigrton is in man>, species greaily dependent on thevealuer. Thue ornithologist therefore wau especially on the aie. tthis sPring te seS hov the coming of his feathered friends had beenaffIctedl hy the qucer ending cf tl,.e winter and heginning of thevernal seaSon.

One sornewhat unexplainable fact was n.oied b>, tluem alreadyin winter. One would think. that in such a mild winter as the fastvas for its greater part, there would be more of our usual perma-nent residents amongst birds, or of the erratic Canadian winterbirds seen, or at lea%t as anany. a% in the more severe vingers.But thue reverse vas truc Wluole ini the severe Winger of &903.4Piue grosbeak5 were Plentiful lucre ail winger, and if04.5 Canadajays and sharpsuinned1 hawks, together with, as the appended lisitshows, occa«,oaJ dawny weodpeckers, pine siakins, redpolis,brow-br«tednuibhuches. and the everpreset jolly litge chikadee,tie%, and -%imiliar birds were la,.t winter conspicuouq b>, their ab.:ence in the silent winiry vends.


