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and amount; <liten of the infinite ex-
isteunce of power and law as to ime,
space and degree ; and, finally, of a
Consciousness ivhich is proportioned to
these infinities as our finite conscious-
ness is to our finite attributes. WVe
may thus approach a conception of a
Consciousness that comprehends ail the
infinities, and at the same time we nîay
perceive the relation of our finite con-
siousness to tl'is Infinite Conscious-
-Pss. This is the aimn of the following
discussion.

l'hilosophers say we cannot compre-
hend the infinite. This we mnay admit ;
yet that infinity must exist, that there are
sorne things to which in reason no
bounds can be given, must also be ad-
r. tted. Extend our thought into the
past and we perceive that a million
years mnust 'have been preceded by an-
other million years, anti sô on to what-
ever extent we may choose Lo repeat
the process. Then turfi our thought to
the future and ive flnd the same illimit-
able ime must exist. So also as to
space; for though we should extend a
straight line in both directions for the
greatest number of miles for whici ive
have a numerical name, yet we must
know that the line has not reached, the
limit of possible extension, but that the
process may be doubled ime and ime
again without limit. We therefore
reach the conclusion that even though
we cannot comprehend infinity, yet we
nîay in reason kinow of iLs existence as
an attribute of ime and space.

Again, philosophers tell us of the in-
destructibility of maLter. This accords
with our highest reason, and therefore
we mnust concede that infinice existence
also belongs to matter, at least so far as
the future is concerned. As iL is also
equally beyond the power of reason to
coniceive of something being made out
of nothirig, we find it impossible, so far
as any process of reason is concerned,
to llx a limit to the existence of maLter
in the past. So far, therefore, as reason
tan aid us, we must conceive of maLter
as co-existent with infinite ime. Like-
wise when we consider what astronomy

and pliysics showv us, ive may reason
with nearly the same accuracy that
matter is co*extensive, in different de.
grees of density, with infinite space.
This is suggested by îvhat we knowv of
the stars ; also by the accepted theory
of light as being a kind of motion : for
this motion must bc a motion of some-
thing, and this something must there.
fore exist throughout ail space where

We have thus reached sonîething in
the nature of a conception of infinity,
and can attach iL to both ime and
space, forming our conceptions of in
finite time and infinite space. These
two conceptions also we perceive to bc
attributes of matter ; so that wve can
conceive in this way that maLter is in-
finite and eternal.

Now extend the process to some-
thing less tangible than matter, and
consider pcwer-the attraction of gravi
tation for example. We learn that
gravitation is a force belonging to al)
matter. If, therefore, maLter is infinite
in extent, gravity must be infinite in
extent ; and likewise, if maLter is
eternal and iLs laws are uniform, gravity
must be eternal. Moreover, if matter
is infinite in extent iL must be infinite
in amount, for an infinite aggregation
of small things will make an infinite
quantity ; and, therefore, the agg regate
power of gravity, or of any other force
of maLter, must be an infinite aggre-
gaLe of power, even t 'hough when
considered in relation to any definite
space, it is limited in degree just as
matter in a finite space is limited irr
amount. Indeed, we may question
whether it is not the infinite extent of maL-
ter with its accompanying force of grav
ity that keeps the universe balanced by
equalized attraction; and flot mereiy the
counteracting power of centrifugal force,
which would seemn to necessitate the the-
ory that the entire universe is revolving.

(Continued in next number.>

TIhe strength of man consists in find-
ing out the way in which God is going,
and going in that îvay too.-[Beecher.
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