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Thefollowing, from a late Periodical, bas
Jbeen banded us by a correspondent,

‘7. ASTRANGER I LONDON.

“Zvanslation of a Letter, supposed to have
been written by a. Chinese Merchant, in
Londor, to his correspondent, Nan-Chang
Ju, at Pekin:

Goop FrieND,

As this is the tenth moon since we
parted at Caunton, it may be proper to let
you know I have arrived safe at my destina-
tion, The great English ship, soon after 1
went on board, weighed her anchors, and
haviag spread out several clothsails, wesaon
lost sightof our beloved shores, I felt as if
shutout from the world.  Formany succeed-
ing weeks we were driven furiously by strong
winds ; no land was visible ; and Ibegan to
fear we should wander over the ocean, no
oncknew or could tell where, But though
we encountered several gales, no serious in-
jury wassustained. The captain had liber-
ty, when hepleased, to consult an oracle,who
had one of the bestbirths in the state-cabin,
by that means the coming storm was always
anticipated; so that, before it was on us, the
men weére aloft, the sails reefed, and every
thing rendered safe. The sailors call this
talisman a barometer ; and I believe it was
giventliem by the God of the Christians, in
cotipassion to those who adventure upon
Iong and dangerous voyages over unknown
seas. * Soon after day-break one fine morn-
ing, a mariner, placed for the purpose at the
mast-head, called out “‘ land.”—The intelli-
gencé ws pleasing to all; and you will rea-
dily conceive, that my curiosity was excited
on gpproaching the remote and almost un-
known quarter of the earth, whence issue
those hordesof roving barbarians, who have
approached the shadow of the celestial -em-
pire; 1o crave the bonus of a leafof tea.

Beingdeeply laden with the produce of
Chinese bénevolence, the ship approached
the shore with, great caution, and frequent
heaving of the lead. Yaving landed seve-
ral passengers, we continued our course
round the eastern part of the Tsland. Un-
willing to trust myself too soon arqgng this
singular race, and never having troddenupon
other than the sacred dust of the land of
wisdom, I'remained on board until we enter-
ed the moith of g river called the Thames,
on whose spacious bosom we were, foated by
the tide. In a few hours the spl::&:of innu-
nerable temples became visible, and before
night I-foung' myself onshore. Asthe haur,
at which I landed was late, the captain advi-
sed me to engage & sleeping room in one of
the catavansories. This plan Y adopted, and
ov thefollowing2morning, having arranged
my dress, proceeded o the mercantile house
to whom my letters of credit was addressed,
Oa my way thither, I was surprised by se-
weral rude people, who, ?nss'mg ina contrary
direction, stared me full in the face. . 1 ut

firstfelt disposed to order the big fellows a
snccimon of the bastinado, but recollecting
that perhaps they never before saw a gen-
tleman, I excrcised forbearance, and let them
go. Intelligence of my arrival, by some
means unknown 1o myself, had been trans.
mitted to the person to whose care I was re-
commended.  Under his roof I soon found
myself atease, and in comfortable circum-
stances ; and must admit, that, though there
is little similarity between our own™ people
and these English, they are not quite so
savage as we generalli( supposed. As there
is among them several customs which I can
scarcely comprehend, I shull review them
cautiously ; after which you may form your
own judgment concerning themy, and agree
orditfer with mine asyou see fit.

The following day, which the nativeshave
named Sunday, was singled out, according
to the custom of the country, for professed
religions purposes. The learned antong
them aflirm that every seventh day is to be
set apart for the worship of their God ; aud
whoever infringes it, by doing business, vio-
lates the law. ~ As this nation is said to be
the most religious of any upon earth, I felt
desirous to examine taeirsacred book. Hav-
ing procured a copy, 1 found that all, and
more than all that I had heard was true.
The morality of the volume I foundsingular-
ly pure, the language sunple and forable,
the authority by which the precepts are
urged unquestionable, and a certain air of
veracity, against which resistance seemed of
little use, pervaded tbe entire production.
And yet I do not petceive that there is much
agreement between the injunctions of the
book and the practice of the people. Indeed,
1 doubt, notwithstanding the sublimity of
the wnting, whether its contents are belic-
ved. Were theyaccreditea, some little con-
formity to their requirements would surely be
granted. Of such a dispesition I saw little
enough. The book says, ¢ Thou shalt not
take the name of the Lord thy God in vein:”
but idle and sengeless appeals to that very
name are of constant occurrence. The book
says again ¢ Thou shalt not bear false wit-
ness against thy neighbour :” but in several
quarrels, of which Iwasa reluctant specta-
tor, assertions to the prejudice of an adver-
sary were uttered, ang cven attested onoath,
which were irreconcilable with truth, Un-
willing to decide hasily, I tried further.
The book says, ¢ Remember the Sabbath
day, to keep it holy.” As a direction of
this sor¢ seems congenial with the babits of
man, to w.om periodical seasons of rest are

rateful, I felt confident that here yeshould

nd an entirecoalition between the command
and required obedience. TFull of this per.
suasion, and having a desire to view the in-
terior of the metropolitan city, when medi-~
tatios might be assisted by silence aund, soh-
tude, I arose on the mornipg of the second
Sunday, put an my superior robe and girdle,
in complimentto the natives, and gomwmnenced

asolemn perambulation, intending to pursus
it through the chief avenue of the celebrated
mart of commerce. To my surprise, I saw
very little difference in the thronged and
busy crowd. Here and there you mmght
sec 2 bazaar, with one or two shutters put
up; but that was a mark not only of irrel.-
gion, but hypocrisy, for they did business all
the time, The only difference L could notice
anjong the passengers was, that they were
dressed better than usual.  So far from fing-
ing cvery body at home, every body seomed
from home. Provisions of various kinds
were bought and sold ; carriages and horses
were in general requisition, In this most
thinking nation, is there not something ex-
traordinary in these things 2 TUpon muture
reflection, I think that possibly I have en.
tertained mistaken views. Such, very hikely
is your opinion. You will therefore under.
stand, that in this most Christian country,
though one day in seven is called Sunday,
the distinction is nominal, for the pursuit of
trade and pleasure is never wholly suspended,
( 7o te continued. )

THE MONTHS. No.8,

August derives its name from Augustus
Cesar, the Roman Emperos. The genera)
aspect of nature is now peculiarly interest-
ing. Abundance and richness characterize
the productions of the fields. Both mun
and beast are the objects of Divine care,
The tendoer mercies of God are over all Ky
works—Instruction may be gathered from
every object,

Amid the joyousness and gratitude which
this season iuspires, a slight feeling of dw-
pression  imperceptibly creeps in,  Rse
glories of summer are evidently departing.
The flowers will soon fade. The ripening
of the fruits is the beginning of their decay.
The periection of the productions of the
earth is the signal for their destruction. Life,
too, is ebbing away. Y outh quickly attains
maturity, and then speedity declines,—The
tieat of the duy is often intense. The.duys [
greshortening, and the nights are advaucing i
upon us with increased coldoess,—insects
abound at this season. They are teeming iu
the air, and peopling the waters. The cater-
pillarhaschuneed the earth for the air, and ve-
nounced its fellowship with wormns,to enuate
the motions of the bird, Thetadpole ismeta~
morphosed into thefrog, and leavesits watery B
habitation to enjoy itssummer evening leaps, X
The Living iohabitants of eggs have burst
from their imprisonment, and are enjoying B
life and happiness, according to their respec~ B
tive organizations and instincts. i

This month is the-season- for hop-picking,
in some parts of England. The hop is cul- §§
tivated on account of its use in making inaft §
liquors. Itis planted in zegular. rows, .and M
poles gze set for it to run upon. Whenzhe §
poles are wellcavered to the top, nothingean §
make a more. ¢legantappearancethan ons of: §
these bop gandess,-,, - - .. .~ B




