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them, by the wnexpected and undesirved ar-
rival of a gemleman whom. afteremployi
in vavious stations at home. the Establis
ment has sent out to this distant land. The
number of Scotchmen in the whaole settle-
ment is ar present 00, of whom 500 are in
and around the town.  “The lavge proporti-
on of these. at least of thuse of them who
would constitute the streugthof 1 Christinn
congreg:tion, are ed to the Free
Church.  When we consider how inmense-
Iy the population i= likely to grow,and how
seveatly the importance of the place is likely
o be ineveased within the next ten yews,
we must be convineed that. norwithstanding
the division which the procedure of the
lstablishment will for a time create. there
is still encouragement. as well as necessicy,
tor the Free Chureh to endeavour, by a mi-
nister of its own. to diffuse amenyg the peo-
ple a spivit of vitd godliness,
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Jox of missionavies in expectation of addi
tional lahonrers—EFavowrable symptons,
and hinderancesto the work—aA debasing
Hindoo feast. and its destractive influen-
ees—Visit to brameh sehools—QOpposition
andits eliects—Cholera atNellore—Death
of teachers wife,

Extract Letter—Lex. Ay, Johuston to Coz

venrr.

Medras, Sept. 18, 1850.—~If Mr. Drum-
mond, our new colleyrue, has not <ailed he-
fore this letter reaches you. assive him of a
hearty welcome from all the members of
the mission.  We hope to receive dear Ra-
Jah alongs with him. "This aid. you know,
will be most seasonable; for while our
strength deereases, the work grows upon us
foom day to day. M. Jislop’s arvival pre-
vented Mr. Braidwood and myself from
breaking down.  Mr. Hislop labours daily
in the higher classes of the Institution. and
hrings the word of Gad to bear closely on
the consciences of many. whe would other-
wise be left without direet European infin-
ence. The Furopean and native agents
must be closely united in our work. and
lend each other mutual aid.  Symiptoms of
spiritwat life appear in some of vnr classes;
but. as usual, the native parents are taking
alazin, and swihden removals may soon crush
the tender buds of promise. To take the
vitadel of Hinduism is no easy task. When,
=fter years of toil, a hreach is made. and
you arc abont to enter in, all vour hopes
vanish. A dassfellow hecomes informer
against one who is inclined to Christianity ;
a pavent is quick-sighted enough to discen
2 change in his son. whois hecome thonght-
fal and sedate, and has o velish for the
daily rites of heathenism.  Soon some idol
jeast must be celehrated * with great hon-
our” A marriage takos place. or is sudden-
Jy concocted, and nameless arts are emplay-
ed to conntevart the foree of Clristian trath.
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‘T'he convicted youth is removed. amd after
some weeks returns a withered and sapless
branch,

On Monday Inst a most debasing feast
wats observed in this eity, at which not 2
tew ot our pupils were furced to attend. At
this seacon Vigneswaren. the pod of learn-
inzs. or belly-gad. is expecially honoured by
parents and childven. teachers and their
scholars,  The wnative teachers have the
same interest in this fenst as the pavochiai
schoolmasters of Scotland used 10 have in
Candlemas—one of the relics of Romish
idolatry. whose priests and  teachers knew
well the art of turning all things o gold.
Surely the enstoms of this people ave vain!
A belly-god of clay is purchased in the ba-
zaar for a few pice. JUis set up, and food
viehly prepaved is placed before it with great
honour, sifence. mud colewmuity.  The nawm-
ral feelings of the pavents for the future
welfare of their affspring arve deeply stirred,
and the young ave full of excitement. eve-
ing with jox the daintics of the coming feast.
‘Then the feasting goes forward, and  next
day the boys in joyous hands carry, or diag
ou a little ear, their ¢lay god to the neigh-
houring tank, or tothe seit. and cast it from
them with great delight.  How painful to
witness parental affection forging the fettevs
of idolatry. aud fastening them on the minds
of all the youths avomnd us!  Many of our
pupils did not attend o this feastand some
of those who did. scemed ashamed  of their
counection with such worship; hut  they
have no strength 1o vesist their pavents and
their commumity.  In the fice of all these
adverse influences, the Word of God is daily
taught 10 ndveds. amd o protest lifted up
for the trne God, which every year waxes
londer and louder in the heart of this great
heathen city.  We walk by faith. and alrea-
Ay trinmph in faith.

My friend M. Braidwood. with Venkah
and Ponmmbalum. lately visited our branch
seloals at Chingleput and Coujereran. and
found much eanse {or cucourngement. Some
of the natives who are provoked by the
faithfulness of our teacher at Conjeveram,
had combined 1o injure him. amd sneeeded
in seattering the girl's school.  Mr. Braid-
wood’s presence sirengthened  the teacher,
and exposed the evil intentions of his ad-
veysarics.  They still plot in seeret. but an
outward ezl hats heen produced. and the
fact of sixty heads of familics. not one of
whom has 2 child in our schiool, having all
sigrned their names to a petition against the
teacher, makes the parties fully known.
This wiil holp to keep thew in cheek.

Twenty-six grivls are againin attendance.
Allghe other depastments of the school
were in 2 most healihy state of activity and
progress.

T'be scourge of cholera has heen very sc-
vere amony the native population at Nell-
ore.  Owr school there hins sufiered gready
by the removal of pupils.  Our head teach-




