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Clementina Isaure, Countess of' Toulousei are best known.' Odes,
sonhets, canzoni, weré read; 'a violst wiought of' gold was thle
‘prizo; a poet who gained it thrée' times: earhed the title Doctor.
-Similaily, the ‘¢reation of Ypoetslaureate 'was'revived: Virgil,
Horaod, Statius, had been crowned with the laurel, when Rome was
at'its:zenith ;8o the Ttalians copied theii ancestors,-anit honoured
Petrarch in dike fashion. ' Frederick II of Sicily and his 'son
Manfred ** illustrious heroes,” who © foilowed after eleghnce and
scorned what was mean”-——thus Dante writes of thém-—were res-
pousi ible for much of this. T.astly, itis o be expected that allegory,
arising from Neo-Platomsm, had obtamed {an' foothold in Italy
when Dante widte! ' *

Dante made a dialect (Sicilian)-a literary language (Italian). His
Italian works, for he wrote also in Latin, are allegorical. The
Vita Nuova or New Life; a.po'em‘consistmg of sonnets and other
troubadour forms of, yersification, expresses in. a mystical wayihis
love for Beatricel Rortinari; .Bpatrice, having married anothey,
gied:,young. To 'asgusgeshis grief, Dante: “ took to reading the
bppk, not. knawn to many,students, of Boethius, wherswith, un-
happy and. in, exile, he-had, Gomfovted himself"’; Dante judges'that

philosophy 4was a thing supreme ” and: ffimagined her.in fashion
like a.gentle lady.” Thie;resuit was that he wrote his Qonmito or
Banguet (Italian,prose). wherein Beatrice symbolizes philosophy.
Then follows the, Divina Cammedia_ ar. Divine Comedy, called:.a
comedy bgeauge itg onding is.happy.. .It consists.of three.pants,
the Inferno, the Purgutorio, the .Paradiso. .In. the. Inferno,
Virgil guidesiDante, through Hell, whose lowest depth. reaches
to earth’s centre, The choicenof Virgil shows: the emergenceiof
the classics from the Dark Ages. In the Purgatorit; Damte
agsgnds $he mouuih,of Purgatory, situated in the.earth,.exaotly
opposite Hell. - Iu! thé Pavadiso, Dante visits the planets which
were made to.revolve iavound the carth, .and: finally reachés
Heaven, where Beatrice dwells. Beatrice, pdrs’ona'i ort syml'io‘ﬁc
runs throogh 41l Dante’s wérk from thé Vita Nuova to the end of
the .Dmne Comedy. The Divine Comedy contains allegory df-a
very déep chataster, philosbpliy—Greek, Lutid and-Arabiah. Its
aim is ds mudhpolitical ny tetigios; Ftaly, distractdd brith g4l
tions, and espectaally Rorence, poor Florence, are to tdlce warhilly
fromwthe fate of corrupt Popes priests, warriors and staltesmien.
"FRANOESCO PETRARCE, bbrn at'Arezzo, 1304 Jexpressed in & tistati-



