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TEJE PICTURE AN'D THE 3ooin-'< The celebrated painting of Miun racsy, re-

presentiilg Christ before .Pilate, whicli has drawn thousands of spectators froni

every part of the real:ii, being on exhibition at Pestli, ivhere we enjoy full

liberty of colportage, a min posted limiseif near the entrance of the hall, and

sold several hundred. copies of the N~ew Testament, and it was chiefly Jevi

who bâtiglit the .Bookz, in order botter to understand the picture. Even whrn

the exhibition was over, there was a deinand at the door-keeper's lodge for

the B3ook. When a Jewish. family shortly after tbis event expressed a desire

to join the Christian Ohurch, it may well be supposed that lb was not so

much the dumbl picture as the living Word that had awvakentd that wisli."

humn from lis own happy experience Of the Gospel that he called hie labourers,

and master sud servauts bought four Bibles and one Testament, and it is a

question who were more plessed, those who purchased, or the colporteur who

sold the books.
"A rag picker boldly said, ' Oh! 1I have a book like that,' sud lie at once

drew forth a Testament, in wvhiclx, though otherwise complete, the title page

and a few pages of the Revelation were missing. He had fouind it somewhere

in the course of his peregrinations, and what hie lad found had evidently

served sofir good purpose, as the ensuing conversation, and the man's cheer-

fui promise to attend a place of worship showed."

TuE NEED 0F VULGATE VE.RSiONS-" LIhe value, perhsps I ouglit Io say

the necessity, of Vulgate versions has been Visibly illustrated by an incident

connected with our work liere. A railway is being built, and our colporteur

one day visited the r.avvies, mostly Italians. One of thern fsirly leaped for

joy when the colporteur told hlm lieoliad corne to brin'g him the Holy Scrip.

tures. What a pleazure it would be to his good -%vife!. She came, opened

the book, but quickly gave it baçnk again exclztjming, with 'bitter disappoint-

nient, ' Diodsti the ProtestatA 1 ' AUl j oy was gone, nothing remained but

suspicion and dread. Eow différent would it have been had there but been

Martiuis naine on the tîtie page, the contents being essentially the saine.

The colporteur wrote on ;this occasion, ' How often have I wiinessed such

scenes!1 Is there really no other edition!1 If there is, do quickly send nme

copies."'

HOW THE Wou-K IS H1INDERD-"1 The enmity of Romue to the Bible lias

sliown itself to, an extraordiriary extent. In Bohemian districts in the South

our colporteur lias since had to leave the field. Not only was lie unable to

seil a copy, but lie had to suffer personal injuries. In German districts one

colporteur wsso8 badly desît with that for a time lier was utterly unfit for

any work. The attitude of the priests inay be gatliered froin the following

statements. One priest proclsimed from. ilhe pulpit, that wlierever a Bible

was tolerated ln a liouse'7 the devil ruled supreme. Another appointed a man

purpusley to go from house to house witli his authority to colloct sud bring

to hias every one of these lieretical books that he could find. A third priest

goes t'i the Post Office to take down the naines of parties for wlioi parcels

containing the Scriptures arrive. Aiiother, agaîn, instruets the postman ta

advise people not to take in parcels of this kind, sud the postnan. does the

priest's bidding. We have instructe& the colporteurs to, report more fuUy

on these unlawful pràceedings.
"I1 met a youug couple thaï; lad bouglit a Bible of our dear brother

Piebsehman, now with the Lord. lb had becomie a precious book to theni.

1 'That book,' s3aid they, , we wvou1d not give up for the world. Peuple say lb

is false and bad, but it is because tliey do not read it.' Two things were very

clear to me, first that; the good folk lad foundl the Saviour, and secondly,

that lb was througli the faithful use of tlie Bible. That was a preclous

hour.
tgQue man said, 'What a good thing it was you did not let me off s0 sooS

when, the first tiuue you came, 1 refused to buy. I have now learued to love

the book."'


