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warmest congratulations on the event of the formation of the Ainerican
Bible Society, an eVent which they consider as truly auspicious and pregnant
wîth consequenees most advantageouis te the promotion of the groat work in
whiclî the Arnerican brethren and theiselves are mutually engaged. To
these congratulations the Cdmrnittee have added a grant of £500 sterling,
%vhich they trust will be regarded as indicaù-ons and pledges of that friendly
disposition whiclr it ia their desire to cultivate and rnanifeat towvards every
ciasas and description o' thoir transatiantic fallow-Iabourers.'

" My Lord, the Society which began its career under auspices so liopef ul
lias been pursuing its course of Christian activity for seventy yra.-rs. 1 could
wish that it were possible for me to report to-day an aggregate circulation equal
to your own : but, porhaps, iii view of the rnultiplied dlaims nmadle upon the
benevolence of the Christian people cf the United States during the first century
of the nationsa history, you will net reg,,ard it as altogether an unworthy service
on the part of the American Bible Society to have circulated neariy forty.eiglit

ilflions of copies of the Word of God, wiith an expenditure, in tria prosecti.
tien of the wvork, of more than four million poundj sterling. This work lias
extended te ail partions of the globe. The Seriptures have been translated
inito laumguages and dialects, classie aud rude. MNany tribea of the North
American Indians have been aupplied, as weli as multitudes of freedmen in
the southern portion of our land, while especial attention has been paid to the
Sandwich Islands, and the iAlands of the Micronesian group. You*are -ïnind-
fui cf the fact that the American Bible Society is engaged in the Levant, in
Persia, ia China, in Japan, and in other parts of the East; but I must not
detain ycu with details. In ail this work ont Managers have desired te ce-
operate inost cordially wvith your Society in its inagnificent enterprises. No
terras it wili be possible for me to employ could adequately convey te yen,
my Chiristian brethren-for this Lindly address yotn are pleased te employ in
your firat officiai communication te us- the nicasure of profonnd re3pect
and regard in which. yen are hield by the oflicerà and Managers cf the Amier-
can Bible Society. We trust that in aIl the years te, corne, ln ail lands wliere
we inay labour aide by side, the sane spirit of mutual and affectionate Ch.-is-
tian interest may provail.

"Permit me, further, io say that the Managers cf the American Bible
Sc)«ety have rnarked with sincere syrnpathy the chan ges which have come te
you of late. When we iearnied that your beloved. Secretary, Mr. Reed, had
been suddenly removed, wv&wept with you ia your sorrew. The intelligence
cf the decease cf Lord Shaftesbury reached Arnerica by cable on the very
day of the stated meeting cf cur Managers, and it called forth appropriate
action which wvas trausmnitted te, ycur Committee. When, a few montha ago,
Judge Fancher was eieeted President cf the American Bible Society, yen
kindly sent -us, throughi your honoured Secretary, Mr. Sharp, a latter o!
congratulations ; and a littie later, we received, witm sincere satisfaction, the
announicement that Lord Harrovby hmtd consented te accept the position
made vacant by the deccaso cf the Enri cf Slhaftesbury.

"I miust net, at this late heur, trespass upon your kind attentions, butmny
heart ia full te the overflow cf goed wishies for the British and Foreign
Bible Society, and for this land cf my fathers. I could wish that the IVinis-
ter of. the United States were liera, as yen anticipated, te assure yen, froni
this Bible Society platform, hoiw hearty is the love cf the Christian people «f
the United, States for dear Old England. The Engliali Bible has donc, and
la dQing, mucli te makieus ene. At the Jubilee Auniversary cf the American
Bible Soc'iety, twenty years ago, the British and Foreign Bible Society n'as
represented by two honcured brethren, Mr. Phillips and Mr. Nolan. Mr-
lPhillipà performed excellept service, net on-ly upon the platformn, but aiso
ln visiting eur Walsh Auxiliaries. Mr. Nolan, in addressing, the Jubilce
meeting, made a statement which I arn constrained. in substance, te repent
on tîmis occasion. Hle said that at a large public meeting held some ten years


