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w~riters. Is it not a malter of relgret to have nitached I0 SO nmany
English words tivo and three %vords spelling noîhing and rneaning
nothing apart fron acting as souvenirs of their derivaiion ? Again,
take our dictionaries aînd inillîem you wiIl find a %vide difference of
opinion as to the sptelling of inaîy words. There is no reasoîî for a
condition of this kind for %vords should te 5pelicd in one wvay and
ilhai. way shoulcl be correct instead of hiaving three different ways for
spelling the saine word and ail tlhree ways correct.

This reforni is not urireasonahle nior is President Roosevelt
advocating it 'viffout assistance. The Board of Simplified Spellirig
is %wholly comiposed of men iiost promninent iii educational movemients
and among [ni ive find Mr. W. J. Harris, editor of the latest
edition of Webster's Dictionary. Mr. P. G. Scott, edlitor of the
Century, and wealso have the editor of Ille Standard Dictionary,
'Mr. 1. A. Funk. The steps ilhey hiave taken are coincident witli the
vicivs of the ablest and most practical educators of our limle as well
sa the most profound scholars. Tlierelore iii view oit 11e influential
nien supporting the reformed spelling it cannot be said to be foreign
as the region of reason and pracîicality. The purpose of this
org;inizaîioîî (S. S. B.) is t0 expedite Ille natural process of change
whiclh lias been going on for centuries and, as far as miay lbe possible,
of -uidin- it in iic direction of simplicity arid econonly. It %w11 urge
educated people every-where to aid in UIl graduai 5;implifica1ion of
Englisli spelling, and thius hielp to make the Englisn larîguage more
and mot e easy 10 acquire and Io use.

AI] whose mloilher-tongue is E nglishi believe that if it is flot
unfairly h;îndicapped it will become the dominant and international
lan-ua-e of the ivorld. For ihis destiny i is fitied by its use as hIe
medium of thc widest commerce and the nm3St progressive civilhauion,
by its cosniopolit;an vocabulary, and by its grammiatical %iiiplicily.
No otiier existisug sper-li and noue of Ille proposed artificial inter-
national lan.guag, luis Uie sanie ;îd;pî;îbility to sucli a use. There
is however a wvidespread and well grounded conviction, that in its
progress towardç this g-a, ou r laga is han'dicapped !)y onîe
thin- and one thing orly-its iîîîricaîc and disordered spelling, which
makes il a puzzle Io UIl siranger within our gal.es and a nîystery Io
the stran-er beyond Ille seais. Englishi is easy, adaptable, and
capable of a nmany-sided developnient; its spelling is difliculi. and


