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THIE AiV7IQUITY OF GLASS.

The art of making glass is ver>' ancient.
'Althougb perfcctly transparent itseli," says

a popular iltustrator of its histary, '«nat anc
oi the materiais ai îvhich it is made partakes
af that quality."

The art ai making glass is rcputed ta have
been discov'cred by accident. To the Plioeni-
cians ivas long ascribcd the good fortune ai
the discovcry. It is stated by Pliny that
sorte anciejît mariners wh'lo had a cargo o!
ni:rum (sait or soda> on board, liaving landcd
on the batiks af the river Belos-a small
streani at the base ofiMount Carme), in Pales-
tine-and flniditg rio stones ta rcst their pots
on, tlicy placed under them sorte masses of
ntiti, îvhich, beiing fused by the heat witli
the sand ai the river, produccd a liquid and
transparent strcamn. Sucli was the origin ai
glass. The Sidonians, in wbose vicinity the
discover was made, took it up, and in process
ai time carried the art to a bighi dcgrc ai
excelence; tlîey are even said ta blave invent-
cd Îlass inirrors.

The above accaunit by Pliny is, lu sub-
stance, corroborated by Strabo and josephus.
Nattvithstanding this explicit statement, it
was long asserted tlat the ancients wvere unac-.
quaintcd with glass, propcrly so-called; nor
did the denial cntircly disappear, even wben
Pampeli presenited evidences ai the
skila ai the ancients in glass-making. It
is provcd that glass working ivas known ta
the Egyptians at a very carly pcriod af their
national existence. sir I. G. Wilkinson, lu
bis able work ou the manners and histories
of the ancient Egyptians, has adduced thrce
distinct proofs that the art ai glass working
was practised in Egypt before thc Exodus ai
the Children af lsraei fram the land-3,500
years before Christ. At Beu H-assen arc two
paintings represeuting glass blawers at work,
and from the hieroglyphics acconipanying
them, thcy are showni ta have been cxccuted
iu the reign ai the first Osirtasen, at the cai-ly
date above mcntioned. In the saine age
images af glazcd pottcrytwcrc common, prov-
ing the mode ai iusing, and the proper pro-
portians ai the ingredieuts for making glass,
ta bave been then known. lie also adduccs
the instance ai a glass bead about three-
fourtbs ai au inch in diameter, and af the
same spcciflc gravity as aur own craîvu glass.
This relic Capt. lHevey faund at Thebes, and
its date is proved by its bearing, lu hicrogly-
phi c characters, the naine ai thc uîonarch
-wha lived 1,300 ycars before Christ. Such
n-as thc skeill af thc Egyptians in glass-uîak--
iug that they successfully cauntcrfcited any
ai tlieir preciaus stones warn as ornaments
for the person. Winckelmann, a lîigh au-
thority, is of opinion that glass ivas cmploycd
mare frequently iu ancient than iu modern
tines. It was uscd by the Erryptians cven
for coffins. They also emnploycd it not only
for drinking, vessels, but for Masaic work, tl'e
figures of deities, and sacred emblcms, lu
which thcy attaincd excellent warkmanship
and surprisingbilliaflcy acolor. Glass amang
the Hebrcws was rare and valuable. job

prizes it as mucb as gald. Il Man," said hce,
"should prize %visdom above gold or g/as.s."

Notvithstanding so maiîy records cxist of
the knowlcdge of glass-makisng b>' the anci-
ents, there remain but comparativcly fcw
specimens of antiquit), to prove the fâct.
Mlost writers hiave erroneously rcferrcd to the
beads %which ornamneit muminmies as satisfact-
or>' cvideîcc ai Eg-yptian iglaiss-niii kiig. 'rlie
rnajority of these, hioivcvcr, arc co:nposcd flot
of glaqs, but af burnt clay, or earthenwarc
glazcd, or, perhaps, of glazcd cartliciware
poundeci and mi-îcd witli colored glass fuised
together. 0f such substances are the mnimer-
ous small images anld other figures. It is
certain that the glass-bouses of Alexandria
w~ere celebrated among the ancicnts for the
skill and ingcnuity of their workmcn, and
fromn thence thc Romans, who did flot acquire
a knowledge of the -art tilt a latcr period,' pro-
curcd ail thecir glasswarc. Strabo relates that
a glassmaker of Alexanidria iniformced hini
that an carth was faund in Egypt without
whichi the valuable colored glass could flot bc
made. It is also related that the E:nperor
Hadrian received, as al prescrnt froin anl
Egy?tian priest, several gl.ms cups sparkling
iih cvery color; these, as costly wares, %vcre

order-cd ta be used oilly on grand festivals.
Glass vessels have also been found in the
ruins afi Herculanieuin; an d it appears that
glass was used for admitting liglit to divell-
ings in Poimpeii,aiid somc houises had window-
frames fiicd with a kind of transparent talc.
In the reign of Tiberitus a Roman artist
had, according to Pliny, ]lis bouse demoiished
-according to other writers, hie w~as behead-
cd-for makiing glass nialleabie. The Pom-
peian and Roman architccts are known to
have uscd glass in thecir Mosaic decorations.
Of these, remains have bcen found among the
ruins of the villa of the Emperor Tiberius,
in the Island of Capri. Several specimens
arc yet to be seen in Westminster Abbc>',
ccmented into the sides af the tomb ai
Edward the Confessor. They are flat pieces
about a quarter ai an inch thick; the under
layer has a rcddish, granulated appearance,
and is perfectly opaque, wvbilst the upper sur-
face is of wvbite, transparent glass; betwvcn the
two is a ver>' thin layer of gold-leaf-thr
whoie being fused into one substance. This
description oi gilded glass was, no doubt,
highiy vaiued, and the perfect statc in which
it was found affords a convinicing proot that
the art of glass incrustation n-as, to a certain
extcnt, known to the ancients.

WVHA T THE ELEPHANT CAN DO.

W HAT a qucer sight! An ciephant
dragging a plougli! The clephant is

put to many uses. If lic cannot tbread a
a needie, he can pick one up from the ground
with bis trunk. Mis sense of touch is very
delicate.

An elephant was once lcft to take care of
a iittle boy baby. This hie did with wonder-
fut care and gcntlencss. If the baby qtr.,ycd
off too far, the clephaut would strct«-t. out sails
long trunk and bring the little %valide. cr ba-

In the year 1863 an clephant was'en ploy-
ed at a station in India to pile up heavy logs,

a wvork which these animais wvill do with
great neatness and speed. Tie superinten.
dent suspccted the keeper of stcaling the rice
given for the animal's food. The keeper, oi
course, denicd the chargec; but the clephant,
wvho %vas standing by, laid hold of a large
wrapper which the mari wore around his waist,
and tearitig it openi let out soine quarts of
rice îvhich the fellov liad stoîvcd away under
the folds.

So closcly do clephiants remember the
ineaning of the sigils wvhicli have beeni taught
thein that they will instantly, obey the gcn-
tlest signal, suchi as the lifting up of a
linger or the slighitest toucli on thecir cars.

Mr. J esse. the keceper of an clephant in Lon-
don, wîas once giving Ihlm some potatoes,
whcen one Ccli on the floor just beyond the
sueep of the creatures trunk. Therc ivas a
wall a fewv inches behind the poiato; and
blowing strongly, the sagacious animal sent
it so, liard against the wall that the potato re-
botiuded ail on Uic recoil camne back near
enoughl for thicelephiatt to seize it.

The elephant likes music, easily learus to
mark the ime, and to move in step to the
sound of drums. His smell is cxquisite, and
lie likes perfumes of aIl kinds, and, above ail,
fragrant flowers; lie chooses thein, picks
thein one by anc and makes bouquets of
thein, and, aCter haviîîg relishcd the smell,
carnies them to bis mouth and sens to taste
them.

PO WVER 0F A S WVEE T VOILE.

T HER E is no power of love so hard ta get
and kcep as a kind voice. A kind haud

is deaf and dumb. It rnay be rough iu flcsh
and blood, yet do tie %vorkc of a soft heant,
and do it with a soft touch. But there is na
ant thing that love so rnuch nceds as a sweet
vaice ta tell îvbat it means and feels; and it
is hard to get and kecp, it in the riglit tane.
One must start in youth, and bc an the watch
nigbt and day, at îvark and play, to get and
lceep a voice thiat shall speak- at ail] times the
thoughits ai a kind heart. But this is the
time wbeun a sharp voice is most apt ta bc
ý,,ot. You oftcn-hcar boys and girls say words
at play îvith a quick, sharp tone, as if it %vere
the snap of a whip. WVhcu one of thcmn gcts
vexcd you niil hear a voice that souuds as if
it werc made up of a snarl, a whine. and a
bark. Such a voice aiten speaks worse than
the hcart fes. It shows more ill-will iu the
tane, than in the wvords. It is aiten iu mirth
that anc gets -a voice or a tone that is'sharp,
and sticks ta him through.hife, and stirs up
iii-will and grief, and fails like a drap ai gail
au the sweet joys of home. Such as these get
a sharp home-voice for use, and kcp their best
voice for those thcy mct clsewvhcrc, just as
they wouId sav'e tlîcir best cakes and pics for
gucsts, and aIl thecir saur food for thcir own
board. I would say ta ail boys and girls,
IlUse your gucst.voice at homne." Watch it
day by day as a peari of great prkce, for it
will be worth marc ta yau in days ta came
than thc best pearl hid iu the sca. A kiud
voice is a lark's sang ta a hearth and home.
It is ta the hîcart what light is ta the cye. It
is a light that sings as wcll as shines. Train
it ta sweet tones now and it wili )ceep in tune
through life


