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IS THE CHURCH LIVING OR DEAD#

MR. EDITOR,—Correspondents at different times
have referred to the various defects in our church sys.
tem, :@d have suggested one and another improve-
ment.” Ia considering these letters and suggestions,

—which we find appearing ot only in your paper, but
in the organs of the Presbyterian Church everywhere,
it has always occurred to me, that the respected
writers did not hit upoo the real source of the evi};
nor on the only source of cure. Some writers have
indeed pointed in the right direction. All of them,
perhaps, would agree as to the evil and the cure were
they considering the matter further. But for the most
part, they secemed to deal with symptoms and discuss
them, rather than go on to the discovery of the root
of thc-u‘u( er. Take first, for example, what has ex-
ercised-and is justl & isipng o many at present,
a frul sﬁninisug"o E;ur&;{ﬁquipped and well
ministded to, yet in which there few or no mani-
{est conversions to God, a church in which the mem-
bership is almost if not altogether dead, a church
which has no spiritual effect upna the community, and
yeta church in which there is a well educated, well paid
ministry. Naw, in view of this frequent phenomenon,
which is%"Wonder to many, some are suggesting a
strict resbyterial oversight. Let the Presbytery
god and stir up the church, and the pastor, and
reprove, rebuke, and exhort, as the occasion requires.
Such a step on the part of a Presbytery would un.
doubtedly be of use, {f there be a Presbytery that has
it in its heart to do anything of the kind. But after
all, what does that church and that pastor need? One
thing only, that is the power of the Holy Spirit, Such
a church and pastor are “dead” according to the
Gospal view, and according to Professor Drummond,
in which he expresses Scripture truth “a dead church
certainly, a church having no reaction o the com-
munity; 2 church without propagative power in the
‘world, cannot be other than a calamity to all within

s begders. Such a church is an institution, first for
making then for screening parasites; and instead of

resepting™{o the world the kingdom of God on
it B ised ahke by godly and by godless
men, as the refuge for fear and formalism, and the
nursery of superstition” Such are mz2ny of our
churches, in the judgment of many not wishing to
judge unkindly. Only the Holy Spirit of God can
awaken them and renew them. [ he baptism of power
is what pastor and people nesd. Life, new life, real
li‘e, divine life, only this can save them from dying in
the midst of their formalities and respectabilities.
Lzt usderpember that church membars so-called, and
ogkogox éﬁo;&’:ﬂi g0 to hell the same as the sin-
ngrs_Qutside of rch, and to a deeper hell, if
while they “ have a name to live,” they are stili in
reality “dead.” We need no new human arrange-
ment, there is no salvation in a better Presbyterian-
ism, but only in Jesus Christ. When we get new life
from Him, then our Prasbyteriamism will shine forth
as a very good system ; but without the presence of
His Spirit, as we see it mostly now, it is a very un-
divine looking system, and a vary clumsy human in-
Strumieht. ANGELOS.

@;7%n Novelty Rug Machine, manufactured by Mr.
R. W. Ress, of Guelph, is effective and useful ay it is

simaple in construgtion and.ccd%x‘nical a{h price.
We cheerfully recommend it to lady readers as
being all that the enterprising inventor and manu-
facturer claims it to be. See advertisment in other
column,
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. INTERNATIONAL LESSONS,

s»@3  WAITING FOR THE LORD,
GOLDEN TexT.—4] dolight lqg

{Pn. 40:
LT
Thy wil}, O

God I"—Ver. 8 et s
Tine.—~Uncertain ; but probably late in David’s life.

PARALLEL.—~Vers, 13-17. with Psa. 50: 1.5 and V.
6-8 are quoted in Hebrews 10 3.9, 7 > @ Tem-

Notes and Comments.—Ver, 1. *% -

. ¢ m {ed pa
ticatly : "' lit., ** Waiticg I waited:” implyi@dm
paticnt, unwearied waitiogy upon the Lord. ** B€inclined t"’

3s though the sappliant was in the lowest depths and
in mercy bent down to hear bis prayer. ? 2 Ged

Ver. 2. * Horible pit:* or pit of destruction. Th
is associated the idea of a loud crash ia the falling. ard tel::
continuance of uproar in the pit. ** Miry clay :* woud at

sank and in which he would have perished, if not rescued
by Ebed-Melech, Jer. 38: 7-13. * Sct my feet upon a rock
—established my golngs:* the rock is an emblem of firm-
ness and security, and the opposite of the deep pit and the
yielding bottom

Ver. 3. **A new song: " for a new mercy ; the old song
was not enovgh. ** Many—see—{ear—trust : " the Psalm-
ist never forgets the effect of his own experience upon others
—ste lesson §, ver. 13—and now the result of his own ex-
werience shall be that those who see what God hath done
for him shall be brought to put their trust in his God.

Ver. 4. **Maketh the Lord his trust : " becomes a ser-
vant of Jehovah, in opposition to those who respect ¢ the
proud,” that is, those who forsake God—think themselves
sufficient for themselves, and live for this world alone.
¢*Turn ande to lies : " not merely falschoods of the lips,

but of the life dsg included, as the worshippiog of idols, the
serving of false goqs.

Ver. 5. Wondecfu! Worksly ” the Psalmist is not re-
ferring to the works of G@od 1g thk sensc of Psalm 119 —the

heavens, Airmament, eic. ; but lc his Ppovidences, interven-
tious and manifestations of deliveringr power. *‘Thy
thoughts : "' plans, purposes toward us.  *Cannotbe reck-
oned : " innumerable. < t

Ver. 6. * Sacrifice, ot désire :° God has beeq good to
him ; what return shall he rendet God does noy ask the
bloody orthe unbloody offering ; onlw:\x astheyave the out-
come of a loving, obedient heart are they acceptable to Him.
Ps.50: §-8—14; 51 : 1617, ** Mine ears: ' are made to hear
thy word ; and there is the 1dea of cbeyivg that has been
heard—n the quotation from this Psalm in Heb. 10: 5, this
clause 1s rendered, (following the Scptuagint) - A body
thou hast nrepared me:” perhaps meaning that the Spirit-
ual opening of the ear ied to the consecration of the body to
God.

Vers. 7-8.  “ Lo, Tcome : " the firstfeuits of obsdience.
“in the volume wrtten of Me,” or, “ Lo, 1 come, with a
roll or book having writings conceraing Me ;™ apd the idea
is that David should show his readiness to obey the will of
the Lord, especially in his kingly office, fulfilling the duties
therein described.  {See Deut. 17 : 14-20). We must not
omit to poiat out the typical aliusion to the Lord Jesus, as
applied in 1eb. 10. See also Luke 24: 43 John§. 46;
1 delight: " so did the Master ; John 4. 34; and so do
all who are His .+rvants, filled with His spirit.

Vers. 9-70. ‘3 ~eached righteousness—not concealed—
great congregations : * David was concerned {or the salva-
tion of otbers, and spoke of God 1a the gatherings of the
people. The whole body of the nation was reparded as a
congregation. e did not * preach” 1n our modern sense,
but contipually spoke of—made manifest. Notice the five
things to which Dawvid bore tesimony aod see how compre-
hensive they are : (1). God's righteousness : the foundation
of His government. (2) Faitifuiness- tleis the Amen—
the faithful and true witaess—Rev. 3: 14. (3} Loving-
kindness : His marvellous loviog-kindoess, Psa. 17: 7. ).
Truth : He loves the true and 1s Himself truth, Psa. 15 : 2.
(5)- Salvatios - the last and best of all, full, complete, and
eteroal redemption.

Ver. 11.  We have a transition here, such as we noted in
the last Jesson.  The I salmist, full of joy and gladness when
he thinks of God—tlis mercy and saivation, now looks at
himself, and is overwhelmed with grief at thought of hissin-
fulness. His iniquities have taken hold upon him, and he
prays afresh : ** Withhold not Thy tender mercies: " same
word as ** refrained ' 10 Ver. 9. He had not refrained, and
he prays that God will pot refrain from him. *‘ Continually
preserve " the experience ot David has been the experience
of every believer since. We need daily mercics, new cvery
morniag, repeated every evening.

Day by day the maona fell—
O 10 learn this lesson well

Ver. 12, ** Innumerable evils: ” to which all are subject
—the evils of life, of the body and of circumstances, sorrow,
sickness, pain and poverty.  ** Mun¢ iniquities ™ the worst
of al, for it is mine own unduing. To other things I may
bow and say: ** Jtisthe Lord ; ” butitis** miae iniquities.”™
* Not able to look up : ™ as thiugh cyesight failed through
anpuish,  Psa. 38: 10.

Ver. 13. *‘Be pleased : ™ let it be thy pleasure, to de-

lizer8Rxhe ever-recurting cry of the penitent.

. 14-15. **Let them be ashamed—confounded—
driven back—put to shame—desolate . ™ these utterances
which appear to breathe an ewil, revengeful spiiit, are, after
all, more of a prayer that his coemies may be defeated in
their desigos than that evil should falt upon them. ‘Theex-
pressions are to bz noted : **ashamed : 7' Psa. 35. 4-26;
‘“griven backward:" 2as 2 defeatcd and routed army;
**desolat ™' or astonished, strurk dumb with fear, Jer. 18
15; **a.:: " an exclamation of mockery and triumph =t
the calamities that fall opon azother. Psa. 35: 21.

Ver. 16.  ** Those that seck: " and those who seck after
God.ate those who would know 1lHim, imitate and serve
Him. *Rejoice:" not only ia finding Thee, but in the de-
liverances Thou dost give to Thy scrvants. **Love Thy
salvgtion : "' there is & temporal 20d a spiritual salvation, or
delt ce. That this is spiritual we ste from the carlier
Fverses of the Psalm. *“ Be maguified :” praised, extolled,
Tecoguised as great and glorions.  Pga. 353 27.

Ver. t17. ‘‘Poorand ncedy: ™ as we all are, pensioners
oa the Jove acd ‘care of our God, happy if we can have the
assurance that David kz2d, **The Lord thinkethuponme:
or, as Peter gives it, (1 Pet.5: 7), ¢ He careth for you.”
“No ur_ryh}i:" our £2ith may, rest on this, that when the
rig]ht time to.help us comes, Gdd will not tany, bat will
helpusindesd. . -°
HINTS TO TRACHERS.

Proliminary.—~Yon have to teach in th‘- lesson, traths
whith 10 some extent are the results of Christian experience,
sod which you may think dificalt to teach, so doubt that
they can beunderstood by your scholars. That there will

the bottom of the pit—such as that into which Jereniish

be diffically in making some points plaid is centain, especi-

ally if you have not Jmssed through the experience yourself ;
but if, asking the aid of God's Spirit, you teach in simple
faith, with an carnest desire that the truths of the lesson may
have a lodgment in the minds and hearts « § your scholars,
ou may find that you are understood far better than you
oped, and that the lesson may be a seed of blessing te
many. Let your scholars first thoroughly understand what
is meant by * Waiting for the Lord,” the expenence ot
David and its happy effects. We endurse the recummenda-
tion of Peloubetto tead “ Pilgrim's Progress.” in connection,
and trace the corresponding experience of Christian and
David.

Topical Analysis.—(1) Wating and deliverance,
Vers. 1.5, (2) The true thankofferiog, 6-10. (3) A prayer
for deliverance from sin within and enemics without, 11-17.

On the first topic show what “waiting for the Lord
means. It is nof folding our hands and expecting God to
do everything for us 3 nor is it a waiting for a more con-
veaient season, that we may turn and give ourselves to Him ;
not a car less nor an indifferent waiting. DButitis a wasting
with working : that is, we must strive to do our part in the
blessing we are askiong from God, be it fempuralor spintual ;
1t 13 @ warting with fauth.  David believed in the *‘faithful-
ness ' of God, that as e had promised, so in Iis own
good time He would perform; in our short-cightedoess we
think our time and our way the oaly way for God to act on
out behalf, but He has many ways of workinge and a
thousand years are with Himas a day ; 2z Peter, 3°8 Then
it must g prayerful warting. David cried unto the Lord, and
30 when the Apostle Peter was imprisoned and was to be
brought forth to death, prayer without ceasiog was made by
the church unto God for him; Acts, 12 5. The waitiog
may be long ; it may be very trying, hut in God's owntime,
to the patient, faithful, prayerful waiter, help, deliverance
will come. It will come, perhaps, in asm unexpected manner,
The three Hebrew youths did not koow how deliverance
was to come from the furnace of the king, or whether it
would come at all, but this they did know, that the God
whom they served was able to deliver them. Peter knew
not how deliverance was tu come from the sword of Herod,
but God sent Ilis apgel to lead him out of prison, and
deliver with a great deliveraoce. Moses xnew not how the
children of Israel were to be delivered from the hand of
Pharoah, but the command was to *‘ stand still,” to wait,
and in His own way God sent deliverance. It will also
sometimes come at an unexpected time, but at some time or
other, in some way or other, God will help His people and
deliver them trom the pit and mire, from the evils that com-

ass about, and from those who seek the soul to destroy it.

Vaiting for the Lord, then, is just a quict resting on im ;
an assurance that He can and will help us, and do for us all
that we need.

Oa the saond topic teach what is the trus thankofferiag.
Not alone outward forms of service and worship, although
these have their place. God had instituted ** sacaifice and
offering **; it was through these that le was to be ap-
proached ; but David would say that these of themselves
were nothing. God did aot ask for them alone. just as the
prophet says : ““ Who hath requited this at your hands, to
tread oy courts—incense is 2o abomination unto me ’; aund
sn were they, not because they were wrong in themselves,
they were emineatly right, but because ¢* your hands are full
of blood ; ”” Iea. 1:15-15. What then s required? Open
ears, that is a devout hearing of the will of God; the /aw
113 the Aeart, havicg received 1t by the hearing of the ear, to
keep it in the heart as the spring of life and action ; a de-
Iight to do the ill of God ; not only to hear, to prize, but to
practice, and with delight, the will of God ; and fipally,
a speaking of it fo others, telling publicly of the faithfulness
of God and of His Salvation. These are the upward steps
of the true thankoffering. Teach that every instance of the
mercy of God, temporal mercies or spiritual deliverance,
should be ackoowledged in this scriptural way.

On the 2Asrd topic, show that we have Gnemies spiritual
and mighty : Satan, who like 2 roaring lion poeth aboat
secking whom he may devour, 1 Peter, 5:5; the scrvants of
Satag, men whoare doing his work in the world, kaowingly
or ignorantly ; the restless and implacable foes of all that
is good ; yes, there are men and women doing the devil's
work who wounid be terribly hurt if you told them so, but
none the less, really and surely are they doing it. Against
all these ve need the protecting care of (God, 2 constaat and
lasting deliverance, net only against these, but apainst the
**ipiquities "’ within us, the proneness to do evil continually,
the torgetfulness of God, and worldliness of our hearts.
We need constantly 15 pray, and in pleading for deliverance
from them say, * Make no tartyiog, O my God.”

INCIDENTAL TRUTHS AND TEACHINGS.

** They also serve who oaly stand and wait." —AMilon.

** Learn to labour and to wait."—Losngfellowo.

The only comlort at times is in paticat waiting,

He who trus's in himself is in danger, he who trusts in
God is safe.

1f we do our past we mzay rest assured that God will do
His part in our salvation.

The least of God's servants is not beacath His notice.

To the Sunday schoo: teachers this lesson comes with
special {oterest and enconragement. Sow'the seed, commit
it to God, and wait His divine work,

Main Lesson,~—God will deliver 4nd bless those who
trust in Him.—Psa. 53: 18:19; Prov. 3: 23.26; 2 Kings,
6:10; Pga. 32: 38:407 Acts 18:10; Romans S : 38-39.

Tux bishop of Down says that since more murders, more
ontmgu,:md more crimes are committed by the drunkard
than by the dangerous lunatic, he does not see why the for.
msr arc to be allowed to remain at large, a terror to the
well-coaductad.

Tux oldest clergyman in the Eaglish Church is said to be
Rev, Bartholomew Edwards, rector of Askill. He is ninety-
six years of age. Perhaps the auext oldest is the Revw.
Richard Moore, vicar of Lund, in the Fylde of Lancashire.
He has just completed his ninety-fourth year. He was

ordained in the year of Waterloo.
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