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TI-IF CONDITIOIN 0F TUE CIIUIZC'î EN NO0VA SCOTIA.

Tim condition of the Cliureh in Nýova Scotia sens theè Most isutitablesubje<'t for tire fir-st niiileri of a periodical, the Main object of whielî is toadvance its interests. Believing. ais ive do Most sinccrely, tihat its doýtrines aresound, its fornm of worksldp scriptural gnd promotive of truc <levothe)n, itegovernment- primitive aind ApostoliQ4,,and,, therefore, thiat it possesses everypossible tie to its*eiaim of' being acpure branch of flhc urjiversal Clîuîrch ofChrist, we are deecidcdly or' opinioutI'hat aùiy want of sllcc.css whh l ic itm ee s m st roc cd ith r f oîn def QtI in *o arr yin g, out of it8 priniciples, orf'romn ignorance of its nature, its dam a~ tposition. )Ve <b not look forperfection in atny r<estits bronglit abouthyumî nrmctdtIwer--perfect Mxay bc the q>ystein of operatfio», but ,we are confident thlat'ail wvilI bcready to ackDowledge tliat intieh more might be effected if the efforts of,Chtircelie were carrîed on iii a more symtecmatic mnhUmer; if thie intercoursebetweesn the Clergy antd Laity in ftic ditfererît parts of' the l)ioccse were moremmtinxate, and thie syrnpatliy more cornplete. No doubt the cs(ablisitinent ýof aSynod ivili prove o f great 'benefit iii this respect, and make ecd individualMore consciotis of' i$ duty to concern himself in th,0 Nvelfire of the Diocese ingeneral, as wellae of biis own 1>arisli in partiotnlar. And this, fi3elinf, onlcerotuscd thorougly, vi1l nlot stop there, but ivili lead Iiim to regard ivitit deepinterest ai1l branches of tie' Clutireli of' Christ; to rnourn, if' necessary, oveirthieir fittlts or ilheir filires ; ' I rejoice in their progréss and success ;, and topray for thiat blessed consummution, %vlieu ail that, profcss the nanmebof Christshaht be one.
But, ii' or<ler to exeite and fos-ter this feeling, an accutrate ucquaintanewvit1î the position of ceclesitastieal inatters is neccssary. To afford thuis, as limras possible, vil be opue or our principal objects. To unany o? our readers urcmarks mav nlot contain miytiugiý new, but wve feel a ire that they:%vill look onthlem wvitlm ilavolur, or, uit léast, we'imlu forbearance, f&? the sake of the gýoodcause whiieh w'o ail have at hieurt. Let'us l>ricfly gpbmrcç at -ou'r present. posi-tien, rescrvin- for a future occlusion the practical inferences to be dritwu from

Tiie general statl$ties of' the Chutreh, (exclusive of' the Arelideaconry of.Prince ' Fdard Ilaund, to whiich ive wiIl take aunotlier opportunity o? referring)are as follows. 'By the last ('enstis, in 1861, the number o! members of theChitrch o? Enland 'vas 47,î44. According to the average rate of mrcreaBe'(nearly one-flt'th in ten yeazrs,) the nuinher lit present would, cxceed 51,000 ;it wvill th&refore bé perfectly safe as weil as convenierit to pet it doWn at ttmeroundl numbere5o,oop0. The nuainber of Cletg,-y in RCtive service is 67. Thenuimber 'o? Parieues and ceclesiasticaî Districts, Is 56 ; the Chutrches over 140;other places where divine service is held mncertain, probably over 120, eightrarishes giving an averagq of three and a hiaif., Çn comparing the number of' Clergy with that of' the Members 'of theChurch, %Yè find that, on the average, each êlergyrhan lias the charge of' about750 pensons, a very ftavourablestate of things,, as compajred with mfiâny othercutries, and. even with mrnaQ3 parts of lÉngIand, if it were not for the scatter-e'qondition of our popuilation.' But it will ho easily understood that aClergyman eau more - efliciently manage a Parieh of 1200 or 1500 persona


