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The boy nodtied, anti walked on iu silence
t.hrough the turustile, and across the fleid-palb,
unlil hie curiosity overcoming hi.sbyness he
liazarded ti ast.

siYou've been here before, I s'pose, mister"
Drayton laugieti.
siYes, I've been here before, no doubl"lihe

said, fiseeing I was born down yonder aI the
Mill. But wben my fallier dieti andtihle place
was sold, I vent Lunnon ways, 10 see If I coniti
inake my fortune."

The boy iooked lu swift surprise at thie Young
man beside hirn, wlio after ail vas only thie son
of old Drayton o! the Mill, vbo had dieti a bank-
rupt, anti left lits son a legacy 1 h@ brother, lbe
busband of the widowed mistres. o! the Oak
farm. St111, despite tlie memnory of bis fatlier's
ruin, the lad's; glance went waverlng from the
glltterIng watoli-chain suspended fromn Dray-
ton'. vaistcoat-pocket 10 the gioves upon bis
hauds and tlie fine clotli le vore lu hi. coat;
thie wbicb Ibis clumsy country lad had neyer
seen the Ilke ou any one. beneath the rank of
the Cathorpe gentry, vhIle lie conjecluned lu-
wardiy that Drayton must have made tbe for-
tune lie vent te London 10 vin.

ciYou're corne down for tle wedding, mttybe ?"
the lad suggested presently wben, bis wonder
havinx hadt ime 10 cool, a sndden surmise struck
hlm thal ail Draytou's fine drnessing couiti not
be for ontinany holiday.

"lWliat wedding?"l Drayton asheti, vile the
gale leadling Int the yard of the Oak farm,
wlierein hens, and ducks, anti cackling geese
vere sîraylng freely.

ciTliey say Nellie Drayton's goIng 10 marry
MîY lnrd's beati keeper,"1 the lad said, im-
piressively, deliglitedti hat hie gossip hati taken
lis bearer by surprise.

IlWliy Nelle vas but a mite wbeu I lefI ber,
nine years ago,"1 Drayton responded doubl-
fuliy.

IlSbe's four years older nor me,» the boy said
sturdily, as thougli those four years vere ten.

99Tliat' a greal age, youngster."1 Drayton
langiieti, slipping a shilling Itb 1he lad'. baud,
whiel i nmpireti hlm 'villia stili stronger respect
for Drayten's riches, and the timi andi distant
giorles of London, vhene fortunes couid lie matie
s0 readily.

Then tbey vere at the farm-bcuse door, wbere
the pctmanteau 'vas depositedwlvtli a thuti,
vhicli brouglit a girl'. face 10 the windov, a face
willi bonnie eyes of bine, the shatie o! Wiilie's
ovn, aud a eloud o! light bair profuge anti sofi,
drawu off from a rosy cliek and a forebeati of
snovy vbite.

ilThal i. col NIfl, but Jessie," Wîllie tliougbt
as the girl wilbdrev lier face from the vindow.
IlShe lias got the golden bain, and Lb. laughing
lips and eyes of long ago, wlien we vent nutting
togeblier ln the vooti, and watiing afler stickie.
baoks lu the stream."l

IlMother, bhere's someone at the door, and I
lhiuk lb'. cousin Willie,» jessie Dnaytocn cniec
from vlhlu; and before Williie b.d lime 1<
pusli the door open for himself, Il vas flun
vide, anti Mm. Drayton was weicoming hlu
back 10 Calîborpe,

'0Only for Jens, I wouldn't bave kuoveti you,
Wilile, you're grovu so tlu and big, anti so 11ke
a tovu gentlemnan," Mnm.Drayton exclaimed,
looklug proudly up at ber nephew, wbo liw
changeti from a sllm lad, Inb a tlu fine-looking
Young man, durIng bis fine years of London
lite. idI've got olti anti qîfi' vhiie you've beer
away lad, andthle girls have grownu mb vomen -
anti, 1 suppose, you wouldn't have kuoweti any
of un, only you sqeen us lu t Idet place."

To vbicli Willle prolesteti lie 'oulti havE
knovn thein anyvliere, wbile he kisset iei
cousins' flusbing cheeks, andthle younger ont
looketi slyly out of ber mellow broya eyes, tA
oece boy one 0f Ithe group ln the farm-houst
kitchen , not of Iheir kîlli ant in, bore tbe
frIendiy greeting; but my iorti's beati keepei
neyer looketi up from tlie contemplation o! hie
stro6ng broya handti 0see the hisses given, oi
to mark the flash vbich th. bnuci o! Drayton'
lips brouglil 10 Nellie'. cheek.

8h. vas the prelliest 0f the tvo girls, thit
younger one, of vbom MY lord's heati keepei
vas said 1010e enamoureti. Jessie vas a comel:
country lass, fair-haîreti anti rosy-cheeked; bu,
Neilie'. cbeek was rountier anti more tieliceteli
tinted, andi ber eyes, lesa iaughIng Ihan the o.w
eyes o! Jessie, wene cf a meliov dlianget brovu
so Ihst Dçayton, siting lu tbe old farm kîtcheui
anti vatcblug th. faces of the tv<o girls Ilgbt<',
Up by lb. glov of lb. variai §ot lire, sitenti
eiorseti Mark Wilton's tast ln dboosing lbi
delicate prettinesa of Nellie, rallier than lbq
buxom eoraeliness 0f lier eIder ulster, 'whi
sgweet NeIllie Drayton forgot. foi the moment 1hi
quiet lover sitlîng bY the Ingle nook, lu lbý
wanderlng contemplation ef Wiiie' glilternn
cliain, lhe ring upon lis fingen, anti the gl.ove,
lie b.d flung carelessly dova upon the table.

c'go, as ye telleti me ln your iet*,er, you

The snov vbtcli lad fallen lighlly al lie past di
ulgît, anti left ils Ibm ilLhie coaliug on fieldti
anti highvay, began drlfting agalu as Mark WiI-
ton crossedth îe coppice meatiova on is ay t0
tlie keepen'. lotige, tropping tovu aI final softiy
anti slovîy, but cbauglug as tlie short day
closeti ln, 10 avîfi short flakes, vhtoli vent on V
talling ail the nigîl lbrough, anti vhen Christ- C
mits mornng broie, a Ibick vhite sheel 0f
snov lay aven the eanlb. ounviici Ithe suni shone t
villi a colti frosty glitten. f

In the Oak-farm iicien, a strong vooti fine s
biazeti upon the beanil, viene Jessie Draytone
stoodti vllblen dresa pinneti up, frylng %suces of S
bacon, vben Wiilie camne dovu in aeardli of
breakfast. 8he looket up from ber vork as lie
came lu, vili a laughiu.j face, le vlicb thltire
lad brouglil a brîgît, bot flush, anti îsiet i hm
a menry cliisîmas.b

"1A merry Christmas to you toc, Joas, anti a
hiappy nev yar," Wlllie a nsvereti lu respo)nse,
anti going over 10 viere she stoot, lie slooped
townvands anti kisset 1er. ilI bave brouglit a
new govn for my auint, anti a Cliisîmas-box
for you anti Nellie, Josse sait, .taîliting byd
ber on tle bearîli.
Then, as Ncliie's foots3tep souindet along the

Passage, le look a parcel vrapped un silven
piper trom bis pocket, anti travIng out o!fil a
pain of gliltering bracelets, beldt beni up betone
Jessie's surpniseti eyes, vbo snalcbing up lie
hissing pan froni tle fine, readheti ont lienrliant
for the young man'.i shovy gitt.

49It vas gocti of you to lhl nk upon us, Willie,"1
she sal it il a grateful smile on lier full ripe
lips, vhIle sbe lunnedt1h. bracelets noun 1 audJ
round ln ber baud, vithout atiempllng todraw
them on ber vnistl. Ouiy l'in thinking tliey're
toc fine for worklng girls luke me on Neilie. Su
if the man yon got Ibeai from voulti take lIema
back, anti give us a nice dress or thie like -"'

But Willie inierruptet 1er vîtI a laugh.
ciJoe, girl," lie sait, "4jeveliers ton't sel

tresses."
IlTiley do dovu Ibis vay,"l Jessie persistet,

sîill itu an atmilg eye on tie bracelets, te-
spite their usiesnss.i"There's a man goes
Lîrougli lie n ue a fonîniglt it iiringî auJ
broodlies, anti tresses tbe of ail sorts."

1,Ay, Bnummagema jeveliery 1"I Wiilie saui
contemptuously, aItie nelîled t aieiscousin's
queitloning acceptance o! bis gifi
'li Weil." aIe sait, vith a smiie on ber bonnie
bonteat face, dil1 no scorn youn present, Willie,

fbuit l'Il lock Il up, anti keep-It 10 vear ai Nel.
lie'. vetdiug."1

Drayton lauglet, but thougli le lauglieti, le
felt bis face fiame botly, an he foliowed Lb.
giri'ssmilingglance 10 vicre Nul1ie alcodin Lhe
open donvway, vatchlng lie litile 'scene bŽ,-
tween tle cousins.

11You lad beat keep tllem for your ovn vel
ding," Nelîle retorteti, as a11e passedti Irougli
the toor, wibli a pont on lien acarlel lips.

But Jossie oniy langled, anti saiti sie liat no
rchance o! a vetding yeî; vile Neilie,, vill

il. peut upon eliip cbnging into smiles, heit
ouitien liant for Wilie's offened present.,

ElWiilie andthle two ginls v.slkot 10g.tber lIat
a day to Cailiorpe Ciîurdh by the roati, as lh.
rsnov lay toc tliiciiy on the meatiov-paib to

aiiov o! their taking the ubonten route.
COoelng onI aller service, they founti staivanî

Mark Wiilon vaLting for Ibein in the churcli-
eyard, dresseti laiel homely S3uuday lest. He

v as le dine Ilial day ai lie OkQainiby specla
e invitation, anti bavlng joluedti tiDraytons in
0îte dlinrcbyard, lie vaîketi baci le the iirm
e illi Nelle, taiing bis place a ahr site viii a
e allnt asmumption cf ovne -rsbîp, vhieli matie
rWili Drayton réel aItie uky ; not LIatItil ad
Saugîlte do vith him, as lie toit hliaaeîf vblle

:r lie vent vibli Jessie dovu ti)palli Ieating 10
Lhe oburci gales, enîy tle girl vas too daiuly
andi pret4y for snob a rougli glani as ny lent's
heliat keepen.
rlu bonor of Christmas, dinuen vas servedthlaI

y day ln tie tirm parlor, Iu place o! tbe kitcleu
vl, i ere the famiiy tiluet on ontiînany occasions

yaud tiaI tnner WIlton tooi bis place by Nollite
*again,,witli the sanie air o! owuership as bat

offé nde'W i llie on their vay homne froin cha i e.
IlI suppose iî's selIleJ Witotu la 10 lave Nel-

d lie for a vile, auntT »lWille bazartieti, vien
y ho antiJesule anti Mns. Drayton liai dem, ont
(e atten tinner into thie itee: leaviug Nuellie
ýe anJliben lover siting by lbe parler fine.
le IlYes, 1 suppos e le1. Tuey'vo aeiilej l li e-
le wvein thei, ant il' acntent," Mn.. Draytou
te saiti qulelly.
ig Somethtng lu Wiiie'a voice vàoulbe asiot
ýs li2 question, mate Jossi. lock slarpiy up ai

hlm, andt hon glauce avay ag.tn n mbLhj fine :

irbut nolhiag more vas sait on elîber aide, auj
r bbc talk tnitteti avay 10ollier ihiugs.

LaIe lu Ibu aflennuen, vhen lie Draytoiis

eleven o'cloci liatistruci bef',re lieenlerethle
yard gale of lhe Oak flira again, anti sav 10 bis
dIsmay Ibat ail thee lghls lu the bouse wene ou,i
and ouly a glimmerlng blaze trom tle kitolen t
ire gave a hope Ilial any of the family vene t
atir. i
He knocked softly aI the ticor, whlcb was un- i

boled anti openeti as softîy by Nelie Drayton,V
who crepl back instantly vithin lie wanm i

îircle of the fine.
Wilie fastenedtihIe door bebind hlm,4 antil

lieu taking off hie bal, shooi lbe vhite suov
'nom il as lie neareti the heartb, viere Neilie i
slooti, bcoking silentiy dovu upon thie blazing e
embers, wble the glow of the burning wood1
sbone on tle siken glosslnéss o! ber liair, anti1
iglitet up tlie suble softness of lier eyes.

8h. turnedti 10hinas lie approaciedti ilia1
.1111. smiling noil, but lier lips saiti notbiug.

idSo you are ail alone, Nellie ?"IlWllie liegan
cy vay of breaking groti; for Nellie'. littie
ncd liat a coy reticeuce un it, wbicli lureti Dray-
ton more fataliy Iban a freer velcome." Wberet
ls my aunl antiJessle ?"I

Out o! the meiiov browa eyes abot a glane
haIt smiling, hlf laugliing, as lie auswenet i wtb
demure graviiy.

ciThey're goueto betian iour ago; s0 If you
want Jess, you won't lie like to see lier tli to-
morrow."I

ciBullI don'l particuiariy wanl Jess, Nellie."1
8h. gave lier beati a coquettiah l ible Les.
ciHov am I to untierslanti your London waysl

ot asking for people you tion't vaut?"I she sait,1
iooking avay from Drayten's face into le tire.4

Tbere for a moment lu tle silence of tle ieap-
Ing fireliglil the Ivo stool vwordieso, until Nelie1
raiing lier baud 10 bruuiIthe liair baci fnom
ber forebead, tle glitten o! a golden bracelet on
ber upliftel1 vnIst struci on the youug mau'a
delighbet eyes.

ciYou're a brave lutIle cousin, Nellie,"1 Willle
cniet eageriy, id evear my gft on your arm,
inslead of locking itln a box like Jessie."1

Neiiie's eyes feul on tle gieaming bracelet on1
lier left arm, anti she blit aughiugiy coveneti il
villi ler niglil lant.

diI oniy wore one t)-niglit," aIe sait pnlmly,
hait luclinedto make play for herself vitix tle
young man's eagerness, yet hl aitaaslieï anl
toucliet by il, dijust to slow il 10 a fnieut."1

44Your fnieuti vas Mark Wl0n, Neil," Wîilie
suggested. idWhat miglit Mark bave sait, If
il's a fair quesion ?"I

To Ibis Nellie, lwiniug Ithe bracelet round, aund
icoking atItIl islfuily, out o!flier troopeti eyes,
s»nsvereti siovly.

"iHe sEMItilwuas ooiisb finery for sucb as me,
wbo vas 10 lie a vorking man% wvif."

Was Il th. vltdliery o! Lhe purpie flrelîglit,
.)r the girl'a eyes, or ber vielful dowuvarti look
'upon lier present, whlcb made Wiii Drayton
')Iurl oui unguartietiy-

"Only say a word, Neill andti ler. viiili e no
neeti for yon 10 lie a vorking man's vife."

But NellIe eltber titi aGI or vouil ot see the
Irifi o!flier eousils rash remsrk, anti vent on
iemureiy:

"80B Mark bld me give yon your prcbiy presont
back, andti ell you IL vas o grand for a poor

Wiiiie's face flusheti ned.
diAnti do you mean 10 say you'îI tio#,?"Ptlie

isieti Rbarply.
Tue tiovuvani eyes glanceti upwardto 0 is

lace.
siNo, I saiti I vouldti' leause Ihongli your

present vas toa: gooti for me, I'd vear it nov
auJ agalu for sake o! Lb. kintine aaimade
you give lt.»

siEven vien yen are Mark'. vîfe?"
Anti vlen WillUe put lb, question tle soft

eye. vaveretiila heur glane, anti a flash «ame
tu lier oheei.ô

41Kother anti Joule is1k. Mark,» she sl in
4ulleful evasion. "Ne]'. stO&and aud aefnl aad
hua 8mme moaey put by, no Ihqy talk o! bis
ieaving .my lord, anti taklag a ftnai anti...
anti-"

Her sonfitence ulammered ad ihailtetinov,
anti Willie flUet np ber sentence.

idMarrying you anti aelliag tiova lua
home."

46Somothing like lIai, Wilie; o'iiy I'm
voung yel, ant iVif'. ime enov le thinli aboui

"4Anti If saoiler man came for yoa bliai my
a.îut anti Jes lketi as vell as Ma.rk, Wvdat w aulti
yqou do lIeu, Nelie ?"l

But Niliie Insteati ef ansvering, looket trom
hia eager eyes baci again to the gloviug vcoJ
tire.

44Wbal voulti you do, NeIlliehlieurgeti.
diThere, I hear Jousie càUing," she crieti;

"she'ii say l'ai a 8111Y lass to stand lierci talking
lusteati o! goiug 10 bet."1

8h. suid by hlm Into the Passage iedédini 10
the sMairs, but lie lollowed lier Sviftiy, anti
caugit lier bauds.

concern lu Nellie's unbiassed affections. Sol
when the day'. work vas done, he sat by her
n the giowing tire liglit talking of London, until
the girl's liead grew dazzled wlth the notion
that to be the wife of Willie Drayton, and live
n the groat oity where she miglit wear goid
bracelets, and dlspiay a showy s.11k witbout
ward ofecomment, vas 10 lie aimost, If not q'iite,
a lady.

It wa&a one thlng to be the head keeper's vife,
whom everyone calied Mark, if tliey did not
cai him Wllton; but IL vas another thing
to marry lier cousin wliom people alvays cal-
ed Mr. Drayton, not darlnig te make too free
with so weii-dressed and prosperous a gentle-
man.

Nelle's fooiish head vent round in thoso day.,
when she dreamt dreams and saw visions, lu a
ivay she marvelled at later, wben the glamour
had faded.

She) liked Willil'ebine eyes and cliestnut haïr,
bis comely face and bis town-lired ways, better
blian the liomely, honeat lover who lad nothlng
in com mon. vitb Wiliie's daadylsm and fine
clothes and gold watch-chain, ail of whlcli vet e
s0 many anares lu the way of fooisli Neilie
Drayton.

At tinat Nellie's flirtation was kept ont of WiI-
ton'ls keu, who camq and went as usual, and
from whom she stole moments tulie given,
when lie was gone, to Wilie Draytoiî. But a.
bier zest for Wiliie's society strengthened, she
grew careless anJ saucy to ber old lover, and
Ieavirlg hlm vîltliber mother and Jaââie for
eompany lioldiy went out of door: i wi ber
cousin, and, in the short vinter gloamiug, white
the ciasp of the oid love was warma on lier baud,
yielded lier lips te the kîsses of îhe<new.

diNeliie's oniy a bit dazed witi Wiiie's talk
about Lrqndon," Mrs. Drayton vouid say excus-
lugiy, wben 510 saw Wflton's look darlien or bis
brow lover ai Nellil' open defeciou.

But Wiitou would ausver uevcr a vord of
coinpiaiut or reproacli 10 mother or sister of the
girl he loved s0 Wel. Ouiy, as Urne Weut on,
ani Neilie grew more heediess of liii suent pa-
tience, or bis sileut pain, lie liegan coming leas
froquently to the Oak farm, a proceediug whldb
very mnucl i dsooncerted Mi-es Neilie, wbo vas
weil.pleased 10 ait as queen betweeu bier two
admirers.

ilYou're like to lose a good man viili your
giddy-lieaded nonsense, and 1 doAI't believe yod
care a pina for WiII Di ay ton,' Jessie sald t10lber,
varnlngly. "fItL oniy the folly of gold brace-
lets, and foollati bits of riblion la your bain,
ttla lifting you off yonr féet"

For Nelle, net daring 10 vear Willie's brace-
lets every day, had taken inatead 10 Lie Up)lier
prelty browu bair vitli riblions of bine and nib-
bans of scariet, Ihat Willie bouglit lu lhe village
for her adoruimeai, and 10 vhlcli vanity of tihe
flesh Jassie scornfuJly ailuded. Wuereupoli
Nalite iaugbed sancily, andti oitiJeute ab£ lked
Willie bebler than she liked Mark, to wbich
Jessie lmpoitely reaponded tbat il' she titi&sie
vas a greater siily Ilian she took h -r for,

"lM iybe you'lIltaire Mark youref, whien l'i
gone up 10 Londion 10 lie a lady?"I Nellie sug-
gesteti ln reprisai.

"iA lady 1"IlJossie ecboed in pityi derisio-
"A fine lady you'li l e in a Lontiou lodglng, liV-

ing on Wii Draytoou's weekiy vages, which, il"I
my opinion, lie can spendti he bulk of on bilai
self witbout a vife."y

Upon vhich Nelie walked out of the kitchel'
10 the dairy, witli lier head la the air, full of the
flatterlug notion Ilial Jesale vas Jealouâ of lier
eomiug gool fortune. Bnt vlieu the creai Wall
dliurned, anti ler d.ft littie baudai wdre bu&Y
vitli the bu',ter, the memony of tlie oll bues&
love, on wblcb she liad leaut from childioOds
carne baok 10 lier regretfuliy, auj stooti buâidO
the gllded shadow of a passtion le"s real anti 10

YeL, wheu evenag camne, and alie strolled
Imto the farma kitchen after a valk witl W11116
Drayton, wearing Willie's rîibbous lu ber liair,
and a kat of WilUe'. liuyiug at haer bliroat, Ilie
ftting regrelibati vaul&li.d, anti h> ligbbof th$
new love shlning ia ber mellov eyea or bru wi
hati killeth le lIglil of tbe old.

As Jauuary closed ln, Mark Wiltou's tiroppiii5
vIsita 10 the farm b.d ceaset obally. At tffl~
Mesa. Drayton limoaneti bis absâence with Jea&iO#
but grew recinciieti, wiiou abe saw Nelle 5»
takeîi np with ber new loyer aud tbe nutlofl 4'
the fiu-ladly lifé ah. was to lead in Loudoih
whien she was 10 have nuibing to duo onlJ'tO
dre6s aid go oit wlt.b Wiliîe whia hiâ Àe
work Waa over. Drayton lad no t.-u a .rcle*
t.lon cf the pleasures of nome, and ItleNdIil'3'
heati with thie Ide& of i.leatres, aud Ç.irt.ilf
Mintiînels, and summer afternuona ailÇ1jW Ce
Rîclimouti, neyer ptuising 10 tbink thaàt tLI
salarylie usLtaiy speut ou its perâairal eiJOl'
mient, miglt it lt afford thie sami odeilLfut re,
creations 10 two.

Lookiug at Willie's pieLun:e 0f lhclr towg~lt


