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sentiment may exercise upon the des-
tinies of a people, the fact must not
be ignored that material and commer-
cial interesta are mout poverful factors
in shaping them. Upon such data,
those who predict the ultimate annex-
ation of Canada to the Ulnited States,
base their opinions. Occasions, how-
ever, continuallv arise where commer-
cial advantages give place to political
objects, iind Canadian dislike to, Amer-
ican institutions would f urnish a case
in point. To the Americans, recip-
rocal trade with this country, which
would discriminate against British
manufactures and products, would be
acceptable, as a means to an end more
iuitensely desired by them-the poli-
tical acquisition cf Canada-and who
doubts, for a moment that such an end
wculd not be attained by such nîeans?
To aocomplish this objeet, have not all
their hostile and irritating trade and
tariff legislation for years been di-
rected 7 and will it flot be continued,
even should we become independent 1
The imnportance to Canada of reciprocal
trade with the United States, upon a
fair basis, rio co will pretend to deny;
but t"i is exactly what our neigh-
bours will neyer concede, except in a
Rhape which cannot but sever our con-
flection with England, and ultimately
drive us into the American union.
]sut when our destiiiy, as part and
Parcel cf the British empire, hecomes
"ri accornpliahed fact, is it at ail eut-
"ide the limita cf possibility to expecti
the establishment cf reciprocal trade
uPon a hroad and liberal basin between
"Il natiions and ceuntrie8 speaking the
%~ilish tongue with a tariff discrimai-

atng againat the producta and manu-
factlures cf other nations?1 Would net
%'1c11 a state cf affaira do more than
'nYthing else one can imagine to bring
%1

JOut what Cobden se earnestly but
N"RiulYworked for, the f ree interchange
Of~ Products amongaîl the nations cf the
'ýtailh? It will certainly be found that,
as au integral portion cf the British
elpire, y ad when the hope cf ubsorb-

US uan been finally abandoned, we

shall receive a much greater degree cf
deference at the bands cf our Ameri-
can neiglibours, than under any other
circumstances. Could England ho pre-
vailed upon te recognise the import-
ance cf her being independent cf for-
eign nations for her food supply, and
te admit the ability cf the Dominion
cf Canada te, supply it, she would
hasten the endoavour te form a Com-
mercial Zolverein with her colonies,
and weuld terminato a policy cf late se
suicidaI to ber interests, cf throwing
open her ports te, nations whicb have,
in nearly nil instances, met lier liberal
advances with bittorly hostile tarffii.
One cf the prominont foatures of the
scheme of federation will undoubtedly
be the organization of a compreliensive
system cf Imperial defences, and the
formation cf a force cf such strength
and efficiency as te make foreign na-
tions refrain frora assù ming an atti-
tude cf hostility ; and sucli as will
commandl for the empire, among the
pooples cf the earth, that woight and
influence due te its power.

To sketch such a plan is not my in-
tention, seeing that to the mombers
cf this Institute one was very ably
presented in the paper read by Lt.-
Col. Scob!e, in October last , on the
1 Utilization cf Colonial Forces in Imi-
porial Defence,'-a paper which lias
been highly ondorsod by the officer,
then comma.ndingHer Majesty'sforées
in North America; and liaving boon
recently publisbod in the Journal cf
the Royal United Set-vice Institution,
will,undoubtedly,roceivo the attention
which it monits. It would appear that
till nmre plan for the consolidation cf
the forces cf tlie empire shail ho oarn-
estly and comprehensively entored up-
on, thon, and net until then, ean it be
truly said cf Canada that ber ability
te repel attack is the boat guarantoe
cf ber immunity f rom it. To say that
the defencos cf tlie Dominion are
eminontly unsatisfactory, ia te give
utterance te a truism. In what respect
this isso,the Annual Reports cf tbeLt.-
General commanding the militia, and
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