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This positioni conitinucd to be taken by somei as late as thirtv

years ago, aiid is foulnd, for exaniple, iii the Eniglish edition of

Keil aiid Delitzscli's Comnîentary, publislied in 1869. But the

goreait majority carly feit thiat this wvas iiot satisfactory. The

lenigtli of tinie required to explaini the geological changes

iiiighit l)e undeterninciid, anid perhaps undfetcrmiiiale, but it

%vas at lcast certaini thiat a nîutci loniger period niust bc allowcd

thani the feu, thousani years wvhiclh have elapsed sinice nianis

appearanice oni the eartli, plus six clays. i\Man's appeairanice hi

niature occurs, niot necar the beginiinig, but at the very close oie

the geological ages.

2. Mie seconid nîcethod proposcd %vas to iinsert a long- period

of tinie as left unmienitioined betweeti the first anld seconid

verses of the first chapter of Geniesîs, tliat is, betweeii the

original creation of theC hieavenis withi the eartli anid the state

of chiaos out of whichi flic cxistinig conidition of tingirs wvas
broughit inito forni. This perioci was left unicneitioned as
liavinig no hunian initerest, but duringc it flhc aimiais aiid planits

inow' fouiid iii the rocks flourishie4 an(l passed aw'ay. It wvas at
leng(lth closed by a gyreat £atastrolhe, wliichi reduced everythinig
oni the earth to chaos, whien a iiewT or(ler of tliiios wvas initro-

duced iii connectioni withi mani, ail brouglit about iii six (la,%*-

as described iii Geniesis. This is the view substanitiallv ex-
pc.uiuded lbr the dlistingu,,tishied Dr. Chiaîniers ai widely hcld

ainong hiis coniteniporaries.

Though I camie across this vieNv a few days ago in ani anony-
mous pamphlet (late(l :1891, this in turni must be declared uni-

satisfactory, anid is now almiost elitirely discarcled. Itt allows,
indeed, all the time niecessary, however lonig a period niay be
called for by geology, but it lies openi to other objections. It

ignores the fact thiat flie existingo species of aniiaIs and plants
are ail very rauchi 01(er than man geologically. It supposes

a universal coiîiulsion of the earthi's surface at a point of tiniie

inmmediately before mian'"s appearance, for wvhichi there is abso-


