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lie blessed thie iznadcap-Borrowv for liaving called his romance
by the sober-sounding, propitiatory titie of ' The Bible In
Spain."'

I do not know what, efféet tlîis.had or wiIl have upon you
when you read it. As for me, I am determiined to read Bor-
row's books without more loss of tiine than is absolutely
necessary.

0f Cardinal __'ewînan, Birreil writes reverently and of bis
literary work with xnuch praise. The chiarnis of Dr. New-
man's style, lie says, necessarily baffles description As weli
miglit w~e seek to analyze tho fraganeoafoerortc-

Pound iii words the jumpings of -one's hieart, wlhen a beloved
friend unexpectedly enters the roomi.

But I shaïl only pre*judice yon aga 3 ust my critie if I con-
tinue quoting sentences boere and tliore in this disjointed
faslhion.

In 1894 Birreli publishied another volume, called essays on
"Men, Womren and Bookzs." Ihiese are shorter and in lighlter

vein tlîan tlie earlier essays. Whien reading thein, you know
that you are listoning to the îniost deliglitful literary chit-cliat,
but they do not tax your th)itikingr pow'ers too heavily. In-
deed, Birrell is nover profound, nor cau we regret the fact
very dceply. It is sufficient, if wc are soekingr profundity, to
find it in the authors whioin hoe criticizes. Nevertheless lie
lias a keon mmid and is w'ell endowed with the critical
facuIty. le is a mnan of ivide miscellancous reading and
much mental culture. Thxis lias taughit hittii tolerance. "It is
not," hoe says, " an obviously wviso policy to he totally inidiffer-
eut to whiat other people are tbiinkingr about, siinply because
your own thoughlts arc. running in anotiier direction." B3ir-
rel certaitily does not pursue such a policy. He invariab]y
writes of an autbor in a syînpatbectic wvay - or perliaps it
wvould ho ptittingr it more truthfully to say thiat lie seldoiin or
nover writes of an author with wvhi lie is not in syxnpatby,
or in Nvlhom hie doos not sec a grood deal to admire.

ffe nover tries to pull dow'n a writer froin bis pedestal of
fame. If Birreli does not thiink lie slîould be set up at all, ho
Icaves it to Fathier Time lo tuînible bim down. Witli an oye
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