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Vocational Agricultural Educat ion
in Minnesota

L'nder the Smithi - Hughes Act, uit/t a few rentarkà thai art,
closeIy assoctuned uit/t the' .uuject.
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N August. 1918, Dr. Ci. C. Creelmnan
Ihanded nie a letter. It was ac-

comipanied by a few words and a
soutle that was rather difficuit io In-
terpret. i hiave ofteîî wondered
since If he knew better than 1 did
inyseif what was gond for nie, and
was willing [o take a chance lii send-
Ing nie ont of O)ntario. The resuit
of the letter and the Interview was
that i was plucked front a niche la
Canadian affairs. and planted in an-
other onle several hundred miles
westward, ln a foreign countrv,
anîong strange people and under
new wvorking conditions.

This section of Minnesota la set-
tied by a large nunhber of Norweg-
tans and Swedes. They are a fine
ciass of people, with certain stand-
ards of their own ta which one must
readily adapt himnseif. If he la ta do
fairly good work among them.

Before rambiing on any farther 1
nuight say that your present ener-
getic, news-hunting Editor-In-Chief
(Woof!-Ed.) asked for an article'
on rny work, and one was promlsed
In a momnent of great weakness.
This write-up Is supposed to reileve
nie of this obligation.

1 arn at present teaehlng Agricul-
ture ln a Hlgh Sehool and four as-
sociated schools. 1 will try In this
article ta give you an Idea of some
of the conditions under which we
work. If yen, dear reader. are lu-
terested In tliis Une of work, read

an1; v-oi niay' obtalin a hazv idta of
conditionis here. If, nowever. von
are ot interested. it nîiighit be wiserl
'lot ta let your eyes waoder duuwi
;a'st the firat stop.

MY klln%%wige of X'ncatonai Au',ri-
c.uiture. a few nionths ago, was ne-
illus. ta sas' the ieast. Now, i

woaîder wh *v this branch of educa-
tdon la so uitIle known In Canada.

The Vocational Agricuiturai Edu-
cation lu Minnesota, previaus to
1917, was îont consldered bv the edu-
cational leaders as altogether sabla-
factory, for nuany reasons; one hie-
big that auffichelit salary was îlot
paid the Instruetors to attract the
realiy firat-ciasa mlen.

It was a tweive îuonth job, with
suial] opportunity of rnaking any
outaide rnoney. The schoal terni
was one of aine nionths. This kept
many farni boys froni attending
school. The instructors were kept
sa busy wlth clas8-rooni and labora-
tory work that very littie tirne re-
nîained for denionstratian work ont-
aide of the ciass-room.

Many of these unfavarable condi-
tions have since been removed by
the Smith-Hughes Act. This Act was
passed by the Slxty-Faurth Congreas,
on l"ebruary 23rd, 1917. It provîdes
for co-operatian between the Feder-
ai (iovernnîent with the Beveral
States working under this Act. its
abject la the promotion of Vocation-
ai Education ln the filds of AgrI cul-


