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MAKING A CANOE.

I T_HE picture on this page shows how the
ndians in the far North-West make their
eautiful bark canoes. ‘‘For this wild
nd of broad lakes and rapid rivers and
¥inding creeks,” says the Rev. E. R.
loung, *‘ the birch-bark canoe is the boat
of all others most admirably fitted. Itis to
the Indian here what the horse is to his
morewarlike red brother on the great prair-
168, or what the camel is to those whowander
amidst Arabian deserts. It is the frailest of
all boats, yet it can be loaded down to the
Water’s edge, and under the skilful guidance
of those Indians, who are unquestionably the
nest canoe men in the world, it can be
Tade to respond to the sweep of their pad-
dles, 8o that it seems almost instinct with
e and reason. What they can do in it,
and with it, appeared to me at times per-
ectly marvellous.. Yet when we remember
that for about five months of every year
80me of the hunters almost live in it, this
May not seem so very wonderful. It car-
Tes them by day, and in it, or under i,
they often sleep by night. At the many
P‘Ortageg which have to be made in this
'and, where the rivers are so full of falls
%‘.‘ rapids, one man can easily carry it on
Jis head to the smooth water beyond. In
e we have travelled thousands of .mlles,
gl ile going from place to place with the
>-essed tidings of safvation to these wander-
Ing bands scattered over my immense
rcuit, Pown the wild rapids we have
Tushed for ‘miles together, and_ then out
into great Winnipeg, or other lakes, so far
from shore that the distant headlands were
8carce visible. Foam-crested waves have
| often seemgd as though about to.overwhelm
us, and treacherous gales to swamp Uus,
yét- my faithful, well-trained cance men
were always equal to every emergency, and
by the acouracy of their judgment, and the
the quickness of their movements, appeared
ever to do exactly the right thing at the
right ‘moment. As the result, I came
"at’ length to feel as much at home in a
tanoe as anywhere else, and with God’s
bleseing was-permitted to make many logg
trips to those who could not be reache
by any other way, except by dog-trains in
* winber. Lo
Good cance-makers are not many, and
8o good canoes are always in demand.
Frail and light as this craft may
be, there is a great deal of skiil
. aud ipgenyity reguired in its con-
awon. -
" Grak oare is required in taking
the bark from the tree. A long
incision is irst made longitudinally
in the trunk of the tree. Then,
m% out, the Indian begins,
,adwi:g his keen knife gradually
pds off the whole of the bark
as_high up as his incision went,
in one e piece or sheet.
And even now that he has safely
got it off the tree, the greatest
care is necessary in handling it,
as it will split or crack very easily.
Cedar is preferred for the wood-
work, and when it can possibly be
obtained, is always used. .
Canoes vary in style and size.
" Each tribe uaing them has its
/n patterns, and it was to mean
$ver interesting sight, to observe
'w admirably su.ibec%l to the chat-
Mfer of the lakes and rivers woere
e eanoes of gach t}r.tibe orfdlsbrrc;b.
pofiresl aud "largest qwnoes
thess formerly &h by the

CANOR-MAKING.

Lake Superior Indians. Living on the shores of that
great inland sea, they required canoes of great size and
strength. These ‘‘great north canees,” as they were
called, could easily carry from a dozen to a score of
paddlers, with a cargo of a couple of tons of goods.
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THRBSNING IN PALESTIN

In the old days of the rival fur-traders,
there great canoes played a very prominent
part. Before steam or even large sailing
vessels had penetrated iuto those northern
lakes, these canoes were extensively used.
Loaded with the rich furs of those wild
forests, they used to come down into the
Ottawa, and thence on down that great
stream, often even as far as to Montreal.

Sir George Simpson, the energetic but
despotic governor of the Hudson's Bay
Company for many years, used to travel in
one of these birch canoes all the way from
Montreal up the Ottawa on through Lake
Nipissing into Georgian Bay ; from thence
into Lake Superior, on to Thunder Bay.
From this place, with indomitable pluck,
he pushed on back into the interior,
through the Lake of the Woods, down the
tortuous river Winnipeg into the lake of
the same name. Along the whole length
of this lake he annually travelled, in
spite of the treacherous storms and annoy-
ing head winds, to preside over the Coun-
cil and attend to the business of the
wealthiest fur-trading company that ever
existed, over which he watched with eagle
eye, and in every department of which his
distinct personality was felt.

How rapid the changes which are taking
place in this world of ours. Itseems almost
incredible, in these days of mighty steam-
ships going almost everywhere on our great
waters, to think that there are hundreds of
people still living who distinctly remember
when the annual trips of a great governor
were made from Montreal to Winnipeg in
a birch-bark canoe, manned by Indians.

Of this light Indian craft, Longfellow
wrote :

** Give me of your bark, O Birch treel
Of your yellow bark, O Birch tree !
Growing by the rushing river,

Tall and stately in the valley !
I alight canoe will build me,
Build a swift canoe for sailing.

¢ Thus the Birch canoe was builded
In the valley, by the river,
In the bosom of the forest ;
All the forest’s life was in it,
All its mystery and its magic,
All the brightness of the birch tree,
All the toughness of the cedar,
All the larch tree’s supple sinews ;
" And it floated on the river
Like a yellow leaf in autumn,
Like a yellow water-lily.”

This cut is a specimen of sev-
eral illustrating a series of articles
on Our Great North Land, by the
Rev. E. R. Young, in the Meth-
odist Magazine for 1893-94.

THRESHING IN PALESTINE.,

THE accompanying picture shows
the rude implement still used for
threshing 1n Palestine.  The
sharp edge of the rough frame-
work cuts the straw. The grain
is then trodden out by the oxen.
You will remember the merciful
provision of the Mosaic Law,
“Thou shalt not muzzle the ox
when he treadeth out the corn.”
Sometimes the threshing instru-
ment is even more rude than
this. We have seen one which
“was merely a sled with a bottom -
of rough stones which served to
cut; the sbraw. Co oo

The threghing-floor is chossn
en some high, smooth-truddeds




