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than 1w conmstent with the spirit ot jt. In' 1.5 nerve the most tirmd 3 and this, jn fact,
the mulut of all our other concerns, we shall’ is the only way 7. wiich we can rationally
stull make religion tho centre of var hopen,taccount for thys change upan these other.
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afer any othor inarks in order to gscertain | and that, until this can afford no suitable
the titne to which they helong weatting, entirely corresponding with tho
1. Iu tha first two centuries it was hardly yconnection aud views of the writer, or in

and the consummation of our wishes.  An wike low, incredulous, and fainting spunits. ! possible for the church to have nuy other umeon with s declarations as elsewhera

ordmary mechame devoles more of luw time | Accordingl , we find thmr testunony
te the Inbour of his hands, than to any other | throughout eharactenzed by the utmost har-
concern; but it 1 not lus laborious employ. pony,  boldness, and perseverance.

principies of oxposten than thuse which expressed, no allegorscal, typical, or spicitaal
the early Christianas had in part brought 'rigmfication can properly be resorted to,

Up-jover with them team Judaising aml i part: He at wax, who pomted out to hus contens.

ment that terests s heart ; 1t s lus dee wards of five undred pereons umted anrecewed from the Jows,  ‘Those Clhinstians ' poranies the tethod of correcting the gram.
mire of procurig subsistence, and of ward. | aflimung, that 1hey had actually seen theywho were properly Jewsh wuld have no.matical aid Instore al sense of weriptire

iy off the mconvemences of want.

ivreon Savwurs 1nd i thi they steadily and ! other und those who were comerted to with a typreal and allegonical one ; a methad
Vinlly, let cach ot us exatmae vurselver, openly persiste.. No one among thera was

Chestianaty feomn Heathenean could not. which undoubtedly was attersards miuch

whether we be m the tath or not ; let us; ever found to i, at any thing or doubtythink of enginating othera for themselvea, ' abused. By theee means he taught then
prove our own sehes: let us not shrink, upon the subject.  1'ho first publication ot jlor ase almg with the Chrstian religon mast uupressnely that acquamtance with

trom the severest test to wiach conscience the tact was made i Jerusalem. wimost un.
uml the word of God can put us.  If we be|medmtely after ns alleged cecurrence, and
wdeed found sincere, after thus searching fnade too s the presonce of those whowere
onr hoarts, our faith will grow more firm, ! niost fully qualified to detect the fraud, had
und our consolutionn tore steady.  Orat tjany traud eximted, and whore reputation
appear that wo have heen hitherto decewv., war volved m its exposure. ‘The rame
g and beng decened, (awiul deat) wejdoctnne dul the disciples preach cvery
shall nt least have an opportunny of once | where. Negther the acuteness of the Greeh,
more hitimg up our eyes for mency, and o por the mahigmty of the Jews, produced the
reading our danger 1 our i, hnt i ourshightest efiect upon their testununy. In
puaishinent.  But we hope better thangs, ymamtanung and proclanung tus fact, they
uud tlungs which accompany salvaton.; were expoeed to every surl of scrutiny, to
Having fled from the wrath to come, «nd | persecution of every kind, and to death i
Iard hold on eternal e, we reymeo in llw‘ its most fearful forms.  But they were no-
prospect of mecting tagether at the greatything dismayed. Onward they proeceded
day, when we shall have washed our robes,y m thesr great enterprize.  In the city, and
and made them white 1 e blood of the i the desert, in the synagogue. and n the
lainb.  Then, brought out of much tribu.{ courts of justice ; among the philosophers
lation, and redeemed from esery nation, and jof Athens, and the barbariaus of Scythua,
tongue, und people, lus elect shall be ga-mn tho company of believers, and at the
thered, he shall give up the kingdom to the | place ot saortal agony ; never wearnied, never
Father, and God shati bo all m bl Alast {faultermg, never ashaed , this everlasting
the voice of mdividual prawe 18 weak and)themo of their mumustry was poured forth,
teeble ; but how walt our hearts swell with tll hundreds of thousands had heard and
adoration and dehight, when, while we are, believed.

!

they recened the Loly aonpture~ of the language and with lustory 18 necessary m
Jowe, it was natural that they should con-'every care in onler to secure a correct’ ine
wder it as mcumbent on them to recenne terpretation, and by these means alone did
alvo the prutciples, according to which they he peetorm a service with regard to hermo-
had Jutherto boon ox!nlumml by the Jews!nentics, which entitled hin to the thanks
and their teachers.  These prineiples are of all sncceeding ages.

very well known,  They amount to this:,
that althvugh the words o’ seripture are to
he expluned according to the usage o lan-
guage, yot frequently their grammatical

1L 1n the period inmediatelv subsequent
(o that of Origzen, the effcts of his example
;became very evident; for i the tourth cen.

sense 1s the least anportant, and that almest
all that they contam s allegory, or type, or

jtury interpretation assutned a for greatly
pproved.  Tis state of thiugs was chiefly
owing to the fact, that now thore were more

prophecy. witerpreters, who had forined their taste by

Many circumstances conspred to encou- an acquuntance with the works ot the old
rage the carly futhiers, who were possessed (ireek and Roman authorw, and they were
ot rome learning, to adopt tlus eatraordimary ot able entirely to keep out of view, the
method of mterpretation,  They saw that efieet which the study of them produced on
cven the Apoastle Paul, in vome of his epis- ihew mental character, however willingly
tles, where he was obliged to contend w nh‘the\' would oftten have done sv, 1n com-
Jewssh Christiang, hud availed humrelt of ity menting on the Bible.  Tlus was the case
as, for wstance, m that o the Galatmns, with Eusebus, Chrysostom, Theodore of
wd thus they cunsidered themselves as| Mopsuestia, Isulore of Pelusium, and The-
sufficiently authorized, not attending to the "udoret, among the Greek wterproters of the
pecaliar eircamsiances snwhich the apustle fourth and fitth centuries, and w.th Jerome,

prawsing Hum, e shall receive, from ml.
frms o hemgs, and unlhvns of worlds the
satne ncense t—Rev., R. Hall.,

REALITY OF CHRIST'S RESURRECTION.

If we consider the conduct of the disci.
ples of Christ, we are naturally led to in.
quire how a change so extraordinary canme
suddenly to tuke place n their characters
Afow days ago, they were meanly cowardly,
and. with the exception of a few women,
and one m whom love was more mighty
than fear, they had all, when there oxisted
no pressing persenal danger, abandoned
their Master i his extrennty of sorrow and
shame. Dut now that they are actually in
the wost imminent peril of liberty and life,
they are fearless, intrc!)id, and resolute,
almost bevond parallel. They despise dan-
ger, they have no fear, though ignuwiny
and death impend over them. ‘I'hey are
willing to endure all risks, and to =ubunt
to all privations. Their very nature is no
longer the same.  Frowm bewng timid, suspi.
cious, hesitating fishermen, thev have at
once become the undaunted, contident, elo-
queat, imparsieno 1 preachers of a new reh-
gion, How then has all this occurred ¥ I
it sufficient to gay, that, having stolen the
body of Jesus, md being fully aware of the
falsehood of his pretensions, they buve re-
solved to commence a course of personal
fraud and mnporture? O, no; this 13 not
the bearng ot viltany, A young unfledged
har is always a coward. It requires a very |
long course of sin to enable a man cven to!
appear bold i s vices, erpecially when|
the punishments of the law are hanging|
over lus head.  Let those who are faumbar!
with criminal courts say, whether it be pos. !
gible for a body of men newly conversant |
with stratagroms and crimes, not to aftord at
the bar, by their want of nerve, an indeca-
tion of their real characters.  Tlus suppo-
sition, thereiore, will not account for the
hardihood of the Apastlex. Butif we adunt
that they had again =een, beaming with
fove, that face which had befure benn delied |
with spitting, and pale in death ; that they !
had looked on thase eves, hghted up with!
jmmortal radince, which had been glavedi
in mortal agony; that they had hear! that!
voice, in calm and lufty mstruction, whichi
had uttered the cry of unspeakable rorrow |
on the cross; that they had touched the
hands warm with life, throogh whieh the
nas had passed, and telt the beating pulse«
of tenderness through that sude wiich had
boen pierced with tho cruel spoar; if they
knew that thowr Master, revered and baln.
cd as he was by them during his huralia-
ton upon earth, was now adored hy hoets
of angels upon the throne of God in heaven;
that, in short, God had demonstrated bis
infinito rogard towards lum by tho stupen-
dous miracle of the resurreciion from the
dead; if they had witnessed, and if they
knew all tlus, they might woll bo dauntlens.
This was inled’-emngh ‘ta ‘juspire the
wont dejected, 10 inflame the
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The man who is willing to die for his
faith, canuot be a deceiser; and there'were
thousands who were not only willing to die,
but who actually dul die, for their behet
and their testimony of tho resurrection o
Christ ; and these, some of the most virtu-
ous men that the world ever saw. Nor
were the wartyrs to this trath trom the
sinple and the ifliterato alune, but also from
the acute, the educated, the philosophic,
the eloquent, and even from among the
persecutors themselves.  Let 1t not be for-
gotten that the illustrious wrnter from
whom we have selected onr 1eat¥ was none
other thau Saul of Tarsur, the shrewd and
culuvateds but ferocious and ruthless, per-
secutor. Fuily acquamted, as he wax, with
the evidence for and agamst the re~urrec.
tin, stecogly prejudiced aganst  Chris.
tamty, pledged 1o oppose o, and to rim its
professors, with all lus interests mvolved
1w s adhercuce to Judaisn ; such, never-
theless, was the power of the truth, that he
became the most forcible and successiug
preacher of the religion he once dishionoured.
Was lie decewved ! His native acuteness,
and his virulent hatred to Christianity, ren-
dered that finpossible.  Was he then a de-
cewer ! That is cqually inconcewable,
sinee he was utterly without motive to be
come so.  No, hie could not hive been esther
wnstaken hanselt, or dispured to deiude
others. But truth is great, and will prevand;
and winle the nawe and history of Saul o
Tarsus rewam,—and rema tiey will to
the end ot the worldi—there will need no
other evidence that ®Jesus Christ our jord
was wade of the seed of David according to
the tlesh; and declared to be the Son of
God with power, according to the Spirit
holmess, b, the resurrection from the dead.”
—Rer. R, Treffry, jun.
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HISTORY oF HERMENEUTICS.

Tuz lustory of Uns branch of knowlelge,
ard of the masaer i windit it has beea
aeated lrom the eacliest ages, may ven
well be coinprond 2a a shurt cunpass But
this s not thie case with e Literuture, which
s exceedingly nich. Stll, a prelmunar
sketch of ats ustory, wlthough short, wall be
ot use m arder o acurtate a choice uong
the principal Jiterery works belonging
thig deparunent.

Tie lustory of hermeneutics way nost
swmtably be divided into seven periods of
tme, which, although o very unequml
longths, are yet disiugushed by prmciples
of nteryretation pecuirr to eack, or at least
by approj riate methods of exposition very
obsorvably varyng fromn the othems. The
choracteristic traits of these methods ani
ot these principles, impress upon the exe-
getical works which wo have of each oi
ﬁ:csq poriods, such marks of diwcritmination
ngt 1o be misunderstood, that with tregurd
%o most 9f them, it is unnecessary to ingui
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was placed, and to the particular object
which he had m view, ‘I'hey were them-
selves ancumpetent to discover a better me-
thod of iterpretation, because the greatest
part of them were altogether unacquainted
with the Hebrew language. But what prin.
cipally recommended this method to them
was, thaty in contending with the opponents
of Christamty among the Jews, they were
able to derne from 1t most smportant ad-
santage for their opinions. By the aid which
it atiorded they were able to point out to
the Jews, a multtude of prophecies in the
Wd Testament relting to Christ, the bteral
accomphshment of which could be shown
without any trouble, to illustrate & multi-
tude of types n i, the corresponding anti-
types Lo wiluch were to be tound without
ditficulty m his hustory. It was therefore
uo wender, that Justin Martyr, lreneus, and
Clement of Alexandria, were so much cap-
twated by this woede of exposition, as not
unnly not to observe how msecure, unsteady,
aml decepuve it 15, but to find 1 st thewr
clief advantages.

Il But, m the commencement of the
third century, u happter penod for herme.
neutics was antroduced by Orgen, not so
moch by gy hus contemporanes rules
for an imgroved anterpretation, as by exin.
bhimg 10 them an exauple of mprovement.
[t was, of course, unpass.ule evea for Orn-
xen at once o broas loose from the old
tlegoneal e hod of anterpretation. s
acu eaevs and perap.caaity ponted out to
tum m the Bvle ticquent allegonies and
types, waich no man ineore hun had dis.
coverad. Mo wso svintunes intentionally
avatled hunsclt ot thas allegorical method ot
uueTPEe aav, 1 order to oppose with the
wore effect ceriun crude opumons of Jus
age, founded on an ngerpretaton eatirely
lieral; as, for exunple, the gross repre-
sentation of a resurrectiem of the flesh and
an earthly reign of Cimst during a thousand
years, which i the »econd century was ex-
tenstvely prevalenc®*  Some of s pumls
and adunrers aiterwards carried tlus point
stll further ; and hence it was, that, subse-
quently, when errots and heresies began to
ae discovercd i the watings of this most
extraordinary man, he was eubjecied to the
repmach ot having beea the mventor, or at
lcast the greatest promoter of the allego-
nizing svsiem of wterpretation.

But this reproach ts m a ingh degree un-
nented. It even Origen coald not altoge.
ther stee hanself from the tendency of s
1g%, vet 1t was s very man, who often
cunough and panted:y enough msisted, that
witerpretaton should always be founded on
the gramnatical sense o1 tne words 5 that
in acceriamng thix sense, the usage of lan.
gusge rhould alwaya first be consultéd ;

® The asthor tuiers to tho upisions of the easly mile

2":&\ e ;ll i d el
v, W thate wcdinary propertios Pro-
maitios, Siting ttam fur the sajuyment o

olighte. *YThe ronjer was sen prosd of 3his opinea
basiny hern sutertsiocd, ia Whithy's > Trestwne of the
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Tepaciaur that, preparatory te the earthly reign of
he » 2courroviion of the bodies of

;;\ugustm, Pelagias and Cassian among the
Jatins. 1t is true, that in these authors we
do olten cnough meet with the allegarical
and mystical expositions; but it is at the
same time impossible not to perceive, that
they were intluenced by a feehng, which
always brought them back agam to a more
mtelhgent method of interpretation.

Mauy of them, as Chrysostom, f'heodore
and Augustm, felt also, that 1t was some-

|tunes necc»'arf' to lay down, as the ground

of grammitical mterpretation, a particular
usage of language belonging to the sacred
writers ; they had even an indistinct im-
pression that the particular apint of the age
of these writers must bo rogarded; and
they were not afraid in many cases to pro.
cecd npon the supposition, that by a judi-
cous accommodation they had occasionally
come down even to the erroneous views of
their own time.}

We not unfrequently find, therefore, in
the exegetical works of these fathers, inter.
pretations of the most excellent and strik-
ing character, and it is to be ascribed 10
two causes only that they are no: to be
found there i greater abundance. The one
15, their very great want of acquamtance
with the spirit of the old languages of the
cast, a defect, wlich must have a most n-
jurious mfluence on thewr interpretations
aot only of the Old Testament, but also of
the New. The other cause is to be found
n the unhappy cantroversies, wlich were
rarried on durmg those periods, in such
vexations number, and with such scandalous
warmtl. Jo these cases, it became too
much the practice, to allow themselves ty
wodhfy their interpretation according to the
convemence of th~. polemics; that is to
say, to explain the Bible in such a manner
as was hest adupted to advance the interest
of the various opinions which they defended.
Even the best and most acute writers
among the fathers of those times, as Theo-
dore of Mopsuestia, (for the polemic authors,
Jerome and Augustin, are quite cut of the
question,) could not entirely guard against
the fault of sometimes finding 1n the Bible
merely what would surve to support their
opmnons, and of finding it there sunply be-
canse they required it for that purpose: an
evt), which i the following ages became
still worse, :

IV. It may be said with truth, that the
whale pericdd from the screnth to the six-
teenth century was destitulg of hermencu-
ucs, merely for this reasofthat it wae by
the polemics of the times completely sub-
jected to the yoke of doctrinal divimty.
The truths, which it was thought proper 1o
tind in the Bible, were now brought into a
system, which the church by her authonty
and influence hed fr(iqucntly declared to be
the only true one. No man therefore ven-
tured to find any thing further in the Bible-
which was not adapted to this system, an,
atill less any thing which stood ‘in opposid
tionto it: :

n\[ n..a...mn poiats.




