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NY person acquainted
with the Ontario sys-
ten of public educa-

S tion has already a
general idea of the
educational system in
Manitoba, but many
details incident to cir-
curnstances, and div-
ersity of op)inion as to
the best rnethods to
be ernployed, naturally

eritail differences. The Manitoba school-
Sstem Miay he taken as a good sampJle of
the eclucational systerns of the varions
Provinces of the D)ominion, and it shall
be the object of the writer to describe it
as rninutely and faithfully as possible in
thielfilnited space allowed him.

Previous to the establishment of the
Present system by "'fhe Manitoba Public
Schooîs Act" of i890, there existed two
separate school systeins, known as the
Catholic, and the Protestant separate
-'ChOois, under the management of the
Provincial Board of Education, the chair-
MIan of which was The Most Rev. the
Metropolitan of Rupert's Land. This1t0ard was resolved into two sections the
11-atholic and the Protestant. TLhe Pro-
vincial Board moade regulations for the
general organization of the schools
registeriflg and reporting of the daily
attendance; calling of meetings from tirne
to tinie, and notices thereof. The sections
Of the board made regulations for the
government and discipline of the schools;
licensing of teachers ; selection of books,
and in case of books baving reference to
religion and niorals, such selections by the
Catholic section of the board,were "subject
to the approval of the competent religious
authority "1; the appointrnent of inspectors,
etc. The taxes of the ratepayer viere
,1lways paid for the support of the schools
'Cf bis denomination and in no case could

a Protestant ratepayer be obliged to pay
for a'Catholic school, or a Catholic rate-
Payer for a Protestant school " (Manitoba
Schoî Act and the amendînents thereto

Of 1882-'83 and '84.) The change frora
separate to public schools was not broughit
about by any l)opular demnand and was in
direct violation of pledges made to the
Catholics, that their schools would
not be interfered with. WVhen the change
was effected the Protestant Board became
the Public School Board of Education.

Th'le Catholics in their first burst
of indignation against the treatmnent they
were receiving at the hands of the G;reen-
way goverrnent, peremptorily refused to
allow thecir schools to becorne Public
schools, for while "the Act (of 1890)
nominally abolishied the Protestant as weil
as the Catholic schools, it actually made
aIl schools Protestant, and transferred
Catholic property to the Public Protestant
schools." This quotation made from "The
Church and Schools " by J. K. Barret
LL. D., shews that the Catholics were
deprived of their school property. Besides
this, according to the new law, ail schools
that do not conforua to the school act
receive no government aid. The result was
that some of these were closed for
want of rnoney to pay teachers. 'l'le
Catholic schools of Winînipeg and other
places, are miaintained wholly by private
subscriptions, each ratepayer paying his
public school taxes, froua which, persDnally,
he derives n(, benefit, and also paying his
own school taxes. A few Catholic
school districts, it is averred, have accepted
the goverrnnent act,but ifso, it is merely that
they may continue sctiool work, and i the
hope that remedial legislation rnay corne
to their aid, and so enable them to return
to the separate scho3l system.

The schools are classifled as Public,
Intermediate, Collegiate, and the Uni-
versity. 'l'le Public school, are prim-
arily intended to give an elementary
education but many rural schools do third-
class certificate work, which is interînediate
work proper, and even a few prepare students
for second-class certi ficates generally, how-
ever, to the detrirnent of the other pupils.
The subjects tauglit are the ordinary ones
con'sidered necessary to an eleimentary


