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anger.'-(Jer. xxv. 38.) Il will lay the land niost desolate.,-Fzek
xxxiii. 28.) The saine is predicted of the motintains and cities. Te
mountains of lsael shall be desolate.-Ezek. xxxiii. 28.) 'Thy cite
shall be laid waste without an inhabitant.'-(Jer. iv. 7.) It is impoasi'
for the traveller to read these passages, without being forcibly stru<ck
with the accuracy of the description. 1 can bear testimony to h~
truth frorn recent personal observation. The country once represented
as a land "of brooks of water, of fountains, and depths that spring Out
of valleys and his;" "a land of wheat, and barley, and vines, and -

tree, ad poegrnats; a land of oil, olive, and honey;"-"a hi
wherein thon shait eat bread without scarceneýss, thou shait: Xot lack ally
thing in it; a land whoae stones are iron, and out of whose hill th9 u
mayest dig brass."--(Deut. viii. 7-9.) This region no longer presents 'ts
former aspect of luxuriance and beauty. Cities once fanied in gl4
story have now disappeared, or are to be traced only in their scattO3'w
fragments. The plain is strewed*with the remains of the ancient 8eJ
opta, or Zarephath, where the prophet once raised up the son of e
widowed niother. The city of Ciesarea, wvhere the prayers and ali 1
Cornelius carne up for a memorial before God; where the Spirite o
poured out on the first Gentile convert; and where Paul, imbueclvt)
holy eloquence, constrainend Agrippa to exclaim, "'Almost, thon persuadest

nme to be a Christian," is now a wide-spreading desolation, and its 'Dce
lofty porticu, and broken marbie colunan, lie sparkling in the m7l"eo

Bethan, wbee Jeas wept at the grave of Lazarus, and re-animf&
the cold dlay, is now a heap of ruina. The grave is said to survive, 90
if to attest the recorded miracle, and the surrounding ruins no less Pt
claim. the predicted desolation. Jericho, once the Ilcity of palms an d
of whose surrounding region Josephits remarks, Ilthat he who shoul
pronounce this place to be divine would not be mistaken, wherein is sub
plenty of trees produced as are of the rarest aud moat excellent 5ort*,
this famned city now consists of a few nîiserable huts, and has lO5t Ji$
characteristic feature. The plain of Jordan around is a scene of baiee
ness and desolation. Mephitie vapora infect the air, and incrustat>.0>
of saît lie sparkling on the surface of the ground, relieving its othOr'ie
yellow and aulphuric tinge. The shores of the Dead Sea are P8l]1
to the eye of the beholder. Along the hune of Engedi, beyond JOr '
scattered stones and fragments of ancient walls are visible, the reins5

of cities whose very names are now lost and forgotten. There are e
tions even within the walls of Jerusaleni itself, where there are n
Oua remiains of ruined houses with the grass springing up fronU5 a~
the accumulated earth, "6a joy of wild asses and a pasture for JOckS4
according to, the prediction of Isaiah xxxii. 14. There have 1 8t<"<~
the rising ground, to, the left of the gate of St. Stephen; there hv
contemplated the surrounding desolation ; and, with the Lanentatdî' 5

Jeremiali in my hand, have exclaimed in the words of the çPLo'
"How doth the city ait solitary that was full of people! how iLab

become as a widow 1 she that was great among the nations, and p b
among the provinces, how is ahe beconie tributary 1" (Lamn. i. 1.) *
environs of the city, once so celebrated for its trees and gardons, areOl
(to the north and west more particularly),stripped of their former b0
llshment."
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