
keading and Obeying the LaW

with sorrow when tluoy reîueiîibered il how 1
many wsys they had brossn it.

II. Rejoicing, 10-19.
va. 10-12. le; probobly Ezra, whoso place i

it was ta give religious directions. Eai the

fai, and drink eh, awel. The meoning in, "GJot
iind enjuy yourselves, eat and drink of the
beeit-let there ho no faeting on euch a day
us thie." Send partions, etc. The rojoicing
wus noit ta be selllsh, it waë to stimulate
practical kîndnese. Gift were ta lue sont te
the pour, as ait aur Christmas DaY. Amnong
t ho Arabians, whatever remained, tram an
offering was divided aniung the pour. This
day ie hoi1, (se v. 9 and v. 1l)., "A day
saered ta the Lord in a day in which Hie pro-
sonce in specially felt." in the nearnese ot a
loving and forgiving Gud there is trme and

eztisfying joy. Êor tho oy oflA. Lord; Israel'a
joy, epriaging teiî,i confidence in hec rurolect-
ing Lord. In this glad assurance they liait,
and wo may have, a sîtrong tortresa troin

which ho repel every foc. Great mirt, be-
cause ttey had understood. They 8aw now in

cGode, mcords, ulot nerely torritying threals
and curses, but Hie great love tawards thein,

expressod if preciue promises snd cheeriîîg
assurances.

III. Fes.ting, 13-18.
Vs. 13, 14. on elle ai ,uîd day; "ot theu

seventh mnanth"ý (v. 1-), lhe inionth Tieni, aur
octaber. Heads, of faiiuecso' amses (ltev. ver.);
that is, the leading mnen ot the iut'l)Io, rullers

in civil affaira. Tte priesis, and the Le,'ites,
etc. lit wos a hnpefîil sigil for the nation's
future, wheîu ils leaders sought a tuIler know-
ledgeofu the divine laie. TheY fourd wvriiien
mn the Jaie. Rteaing sncb passages as Lev.

23 :39-43 aud IJeut. 16 :13, 15 (compaore
Ex. 23 :16; Naim '29 :12-38), they learuieu
that une ut the gret fenasîs ichîrA the Lard had

eoaumanded elle Mass, hall fellen ino neglect.
This wos the Feat ot Tabernacles (mee v.

9). White the Jews wore 41 Itabylon, sul for
tram lhe temple, it hall teo impossible foîr

thm,,u t,. obseurve aIl ttiut th bielu rt4ejîil-9-1
'lhuis the. national toAUSts caime-t t l icou- cornu-ct,

t iudeuit4 's a lieie iliiuio'urY. i>iccii it

toualhe; tetibipir.iry buits ot bronches, iiitendeil

ta reinind the Jewâ ot lîow their anrestors had

'%"'1 tell" i the vilderiedv. Iii the,,e the
leople dwelt dorme; the Feset of Tabernacles.

Va. 15, 16. Go forih unis the mnoufle; the
ikount of Olives and the bui country of Judah
n goneral, where bouglis were plent iful.

Mijrs branches, etc. All tlie were trees ut

hick fobiage, and bence web suited for the

,oîistruction of temporaîry bootîje. Booths
.upon elhe roof. The roufs were flat. For

he use mode of them soe Josh. 2 :6; 1 Sainî.
9:25 (compare Deut. 22 : 8). In their

courts. Eastern house wero generally hujît

in the forti of a quadrangle, encloding a court-

yard. The booths on the roofe and in the

ruurtyerds of their houlee would bie occupied
l'y the citizene of Jerusalemn. Those eoîuîng
ino the city trom the country for the feoet

would find accommodation ini the booths

hojît in the courts ot the temple and the et rect s

("1broad plaes," public squares) ai the walcr
gaie and the gate of Ephroùln.

Vs. 17, 18. Since the days oj Jedhua (Joelîua).
The writer estimait men that the toast hall

nover been observedl since the days of Joelîuii,
bot only that thero bad been no such joyous
and general celebration ot the festival. Aies
dlayby day. . e ,,ad, etc. Ezca seematoble
ineiait. lIn the midlet of their rojoicing the

pople were reîninded that ail their blessings
came troin (Ja hend. 7'he eighth day. . a

solemn assembly; înarking the close of the
Fuest. Thon, alter one dey's interval for

clearing away the booths, the people wcre
iesnmbled again, ch. 9 : 1. At this gathoring
they pronîlased to keep the law of Mossis, te

puy their tithee for the support ot the temple
service, and to kov1, the Satbitlî holy (sels eh.
9 :38 and eh. 10).

Light from the East

TieItil~A leÈ a Perejan word signifying
literally "Hie Ileverence"' or"His Excellency."
It ie not inerely oquivalent to goC enior, whicli
ie elewhcre applied to Nehemiah. l'bat was
the proper title ot the pretect, or v'iceroy, who
liai tlle civil and îiêlitaîry oversiglit ot ol pro-
ve'imiter 1'îi,ou ride,. Il ii thotiglîltIhuot

Nelîiiolît ma%%, tat is civil 1,oeer coult
lier vr oik theii brîiîu lui 1 ili ich %uas aireule-,t1

andi tli:itun lue vjsit, lu tli, l'ersi oiurUt, lie
obtained appointaient as a special royal com-


