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salaried Secretaries, nOw 388. Thon 13 Associa-
tions reported Bible classes, and 47 reportec!
prayer meetings. Now over 400 report Bible
classes, and over 6oo report prayer meetings.

Add to this general prosperîty the deep
spiritual interest which bas prevailed in many
Associations. resulting ini the conversion of many
yaung men, and there is reasoix for sincere thanks-
giving to God.

In Canada there are saine 4o Associations,
owning real estate valued at $3 16,ooo. There
are 17 General Secretaries, 4 Assistant Secre-
taries, and 2 Railroad Secretaries.

The recent Convention of Associations of
Ontario and Quebec, held at Peterborough, while
not Sa largely attended as sorne previaus gather-
ings, will doubtless resuit in arzousing the dele-
gates to renewed labars in this mast important
branch of the Church's work.

OVZ COLZXN POU 15BECIZB
àlq]D TEAC ]ZES.

NUGGETS 0F GOLD FxOiM THE S. S. LESSONS.
flv REv. JOHN McEwEN, Secrctary S.S. Association

of Canada.
The Temple is buit. The Divine glory bas crowncd thc

undcrtaking witb gracious approval. The wisdom of Solomon
bas been illustrated by his solution of thie bard sayings, riddles,
and dark questions proposed by the Queen of Sheb.-,-intcnded
more to test the King thon to inecase hcr owvn knowlIedge Ind
wisdom-and the resuit bas exccedcd ail she had conceived.
Ail this having pabsed in review-call to mind with wh'at skill
J esus reproves the captious spirit of the Pharisees of evcry age
by this incident (Matt. xi. 42). 'flcBeold a greater than Solo-
mon is here.»
[Nov. 16.] SoloMOn'S Sin- [lKings Il: 4-x3.-]

lic bas rcigncd about forty years. The commencement
opcnud grandly for the bonour of GocI and thc best intcrcsts of
Isracl. 1 lCings iii. 5-15.

The young king asked for wisdonm, not wcalt.-and God
gave him hoîhi. lic is noiv gcîting int hb latter days, and
his lirosperity and Iuxury has made bîim passive and pliant;, and
lie 1ecoincs an casy prcy to the clamors of bis incogruous and
unhallowcdfiarera. This is the constitutionai cancer of' ancient
and modern oriental rulers.

17hire arc instructive resemblances and contrasts betwecn
TIIE F.&TiER, DAviD, ANI) HIIS SON, SOLoMON.

i. Boilb came to the throne early in lueé. 2. Both %vert en-
tbroncd lîy Divine decision and approval. î. Bo-zh cntered on

God, and prevailed.-Acts xix 20._

their reijgn with promise of securing the bighest ends of' Cod
dwelling in the midst of' Ismael. 4. Au pro erty came, in
material success and outtward spiendor, both (eli into the sin
that doîh easily beset eastern monarchs-and God's law was dis.
honored-in two ways--marrying beathen women, and mul.
tiplyinq wives. Deut. xvii. 17-20; Vii. 1-4. The foundation
institution of race life was set aside, and sw'ift and prolongcd

punishment f<llowed. 5 The father trampled on the second
table of the law. Commaridments, loth, 7th and 6th were set
asidc-by COVETOU1SNE's, ADULTERY, M uRDER-in tbis
order of' development. James i. 14, 15. The son set the
second cnmmnandment of the first table at natmght. In bo)th
cases, and ini Ibis, as in ail cases, the iniquities of the fathers
visit the cbildren.

There is no ground for believing that Solomon became an
idolator, in the strict sense of' that term ; but by a (aIse libers!.
ism be tolerated and abetted the sin, whicb, mn tbc sight of God,
was treasonable. Temples to the abominations of' Asbtoretb,
Milcom, Chcmnosh, and Moloch, were built ini jerusalem for his
wives, wbo burned incense to tbcir gods. Ponder well verses
9-1 i. 1"Keeji tby beart with ail diligence, for out of it are the
issues of life.' Prov. 4: 23.

[Nov. 23.1 Proverbs of Solomnon. [Prov. i: iz6.

THIE ORGANIC FACT, THOUGHT, OR INDWELL ING LIFE OF THS
BIBLE 15 RELION, G0D, HIS SON, THE HOLY SPI1RIT.

H-ence tbc incident, biography, bistory, Iaw, doctrine, &c.,
contitute tbe sc'îing oh' R-LÎGitous LiFE.

There is helpfulness in regarding the Sonmg of Solomon as
tbe prodluel of bis carly life-the Book of Provcrbs as the con-
clusions of' bis mature life-and tbe Book of Ecclesiarites as the
lamprnt oh' Inter days.

These Lessons give examples of wisdom (rom, its earthly
and beavenly side-and Jesus is tbe source and embodiment of
the bighest wisdom of' God ta nmen.

"'PROVERUS ARE TRE SALT PITS
of a nation, treasured preservatives against corruption," tgLit.
tic Gospels," cormdcnsed statements of' truth everywbcre and
always helplul to tbe person revercncing and obeying God.

GET WISDOM,,.
What isw~isdoni? Knowledgc obtained in tbe natural sphcre

of life-or rcveiled by God and rcceivcd by us-as comneced
with our saivation. Knovledge apphied to thc best and bigbcst
ends of lifée-towvard God and men. A clear judgment betwccn
tbe right and tbe Nvrong, the truc and the faise of lafé, witb an
undying purpose to do tbe right, conferring not with flcsh and
blood.

TIIE M401T17 OF THIS BOOKc OF PROVERBS IS-

The fear of' the Lord is the bcginning, niiddle, and tbc end of
wisdom. The bigliest, the boliest, the most mwanif'old, the
dcepest and thc most Divine wisdom i -iown to men anmd angels
is-God in Christ reconciling tbe world unto Himsclf. The
lesson before us is, nt this stage of' the Divine unh'olding in
history a grand illustration.

OUR WATCHWORDS.

Mine eyes Lail for thy word, say-
ing, 'When wilt thou comfort me ?

Fear not, for behold I bring you
good tidmngs of great joy, whicli

shal b toail people.


