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purpose of strengthoning and extending its mis- "‘cqurhnml. There are 20,000 baptised converts, I} tion, professing Christians in Indin presented n
sions in India. ” and 7,000 natives under instruction preparatory , great obstacle to the spread of the religion which

The Socicty appoals to all classes alike—to the i to baptism.  In each diocese there are superior  they dishonoured by their lives. But of Inte the
hereditary anistocracy, the Inuded gentry, theischools and a coilege, for the education of native | standand of morality has been clevated, and tho
great capitalists and merchauts, the members of | schoolmasters, cateohists, and clergymen, ; pirit of Chrngmm love lms' been mnnifcatcd-m
the learned professions, and of both scrvices,| Other Christian bodics also—somo with more, public nud private acts of kindness to the native
especinlly the retired civil and military servants | extensivo machinery—aro Inbouring for tho con.  rices. The conversionof Judin cmm9t,'mdecd‘. beo
of the great East Indin Company,—ns well a8 to ! version of Indin.  Dut, without entering ito - effected by the mere example of a Christian nation,
the middle and lower classes, from whom a large ! their statistics, it must at be at once admitted |, Without tho direct instruction of Christiau teach-
portion of the Socicty’s income is derived. The jithat the wholo agenoy so employed is quite inade-; 0r8.  But no argument is 80 powerful in bringing
call is an oxtraordivary one, but 0 is the ocea- | quato to the end. In the empbatic langunge of ; home tho mizslonary’s words to the hearts of
sion that has drawn it forth. 'the Bishop of Colcutta, It is nothing, compara- |j unbelievers as tho holy lives of Christians,

The Indinn muting, it is hoped, will soon be | yvely speaking. Instead of a few missionarics’| The position which Christinnity hne alrendy
decisivoly quolled ; bnt it remains for us to profit| only, there should be thousands. And there) WO amongst the natives favours such an effort
by its teaching  What lesson, then, shall we | would be, if Christians at home and in IndiajDow. The number of baptised converts, tho ox-
draw from the terriblo disaster that has befalien | wero properly nwake to their duty. Tho time is | tent to which translations of the Holy Seriptures,
us? h most favourable. The aids afforded of am ex- (| and other Christian books are read, the constancy

Tho notion that it was occasioned by tho indis-
creet zcal of missionaries is now abandoned.
Whatever its immediate causes may have been,
one consequenco we may thankfully acknowledgo:
o strong and universal feeling of national respon-
sibitity hins been awakened.

¢ Shall there be evil in the city and the Lord
hath not done it We havo been warned, as by
o voico fromn heaven, of our unfaithfulness as a
Christinn people towards the beathen population
of our great dependency. Without denying or
underrating the endeavours which bave been
mado to advance their material prosperity, we
have done very little when compared with their
wants or our opportunities to impast to them the
richest gift we bad to bestow—tuc faith of Christ.

On this conviction the Society for the Propaga-
tion of the Gospel founds its preseat appeal.

The Society asks for £30,000 a year, in addi-
tion to its present income. It asks for more
givers, and for larger gitts than it has hitherto re-
ceived. Let usdouble the present number of our
missionarics, catechists, and schoolmasters in
India. Let us direct their efforts to new quar-
ters, to tho highly educated but uuconverted
classes in the chief cities of India, to the millions
of despised outcasts, to the children whoso reli-
gion is a matter of indifference to their heathen
parents.  And lot us not fail, at the same time,
to pressupon the attention of the Government the

grievous inadequacy of the present number of

bishops-and chaplains to meet the spiritual wants
of the country.

The Gospel has not yet beenoffered to one-
twenticth part of the native population,
are Indian states which number their tens of
millions of keathens, yet have not a single Chris-
tian missionary. In tho territorics where mis-
gionaries are stationed, they are so few in number
that the great mass of the people never hear the
word of salvation. Itrecaches the ears of a tow
thousands ; whilst millions are passing every
year out of this life, silent witnesses of thie negli-
gence of their Chiistinn masters,

With its present income, the Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel can maintain only fifty
missisnaries umong 180,000,000 of Hiuduos and
Muhometans.

In the diocese of Calcutta the Society began its
work in the sear 1618. It hasnow eight distinct
missions, of which four arc in Calcutta and its
neighbourbood : one, Saugor, lies in Central
India; two, Cawnpore and Delhi, lie out in the
north-west ; and one, Debroghur, far in the!
north-east, in Assam.

In the diocese of Madras the Society began its;
work in 1825. Here it has twenty-five distinct
missions ; seven in Tinnovelly, the extreme south;
eloven in the proviace of Tunjore; and seven in
other parts.

Fifty clergymen, conversant with the native

There |

|t ternal nature are almost miraculous. Now is the
|| erisis for Indin’s conversion.”’

” Now, when & stern chastisemment has roused

the exceeding wickedncess of the idolatry which it
has more than tolerated, the Socicty for the Pro-
pagation of the Gospel, the oldest missiouary
organ of tho Church of Englund, asks to be cna-
| bled to take advantage of the present crisis. It
calls upou this great nation to mako an effort
"wworthy of itself, n deliberate and united effort,
ll in bumble relinnce on the help of God, for the

peaceful overthrow of idolatry and fulse religion,
"and for the conversion of India to tho faith of
IFChirist.

The altered policy of the Indian government
encournges such an cffort now. It secms tole-
rably clear that caste, the great obstaclo to
Chiristianity, will no longer be fostered; that idol-
Iworship will not be even indirectly supported;
‘und that tho Koran and Shastras will not be
ltrcntcd with a favour which is withheld from the
"Bible. Up to the year 1813 no missionary, as
!such, was allowed to reside in Bengal, In 1819,
the first Sepoy convert was removed from his
regiment, solely, as Bishop Heber says, *“in con-
sequence of his embracing Christianity.” Moro
recently, a Christian officer of the highest rank,
who refused to saoction an act of idolatry, was
driven to resign his command. But now one of
the ablest representatives of the Government
. publisics a proclamation to the effect that «a
change has come—native Christinns will be eagerly
employed—officers of every class must be enter-
tained for their mecrits, irrespective of creced,
class, or caste.”

The increased respect with which missionaries
are regarded by natives favours such an effort
now. A remarkable testimony woss borne by
Mokerjeo, & native not a Christian, in addressing,
last August, o public meeting of his Hindoo
jcountrymen in Calcutta— ¢ However we mny
;differ from tho Christian missionaries in religion,
I speak the minds of the people generclly when I
sny that, as regards their learning, purity of
morals, and disinterestedness of intention to pro-
mote our weal, n2 doubt is entertained through-
out the land; they are Leld by us in the highest
esteem.”

The intellectual progress of the Hindoos not
only favourg, but demands such an cffort now.
Conversion proceeds slowly.  But secular schools,
the use of tho English langunage, and the diffusion
of European science and literature, are gradunlly
undermining the whole system of Hindooism;
and a numerous class of highly educated Hindoos
are bronght to the point of choosing between
Christianity aud scepticism. Their choice may,
by God’s blessing, be determined in many cases
by placing them in communication with & supe-

|

Janguages, haso pastoral charge of theso mis-

signs, and pieach to the heathen in the neigh- f

i

rior Christian missionary.
The improvement of European society in India

the nation to a scnse of its own remissncss and of 'l

. and fidelity shown generally by native Christians
|in their recent fiery trialy, tho undisguised fore-
1 bodings of the Brahwmins, and the fanatical oppo-
, sition of the Malometans, are proofs that Chris-
tianity has nt lcast taken hold on the native ind,
and that real progress has been made towards that
object of so many prayers aud Inbours—tho con.
version of Indis,

All these considerations point to the duty of
vigorous co-operation in this great work. The
I Socicty has had its own troubles, beyond its shinre
i in the common gricf which has touched tho heart
iy of every British suhject. But as our countrymen
i have done bravely in the sceno of coudlict, so wo
jj trust that the goldiers of tho cross will not lose

heart because rome of them have fallen at thoir
” posts. A voico comes to us from the graves of
i} our young and devoted missionaries at Delbi and
li Cawnpore; and wen hke-minded with them, wo
| trust, will step into their places, and carry on the
good work to which God had already vouchsafed
his blessing.

Humbled by our past omissions, concouraged by
j the outward leadings of Providence, full of the
conviction that this work iy the work of God, nnd
trusting that He will crown it with success in His
own good time, we cast our burden upon the con-
science of an awakencd people. We seck from
Christinn Eng’wud sympnthy, alms, and prayers,
The duty of + ! tiznes 18 specially the duty of this
time, QGod L :smdecd chnstened us; but in judg-
ment He bas remembered mercy.  Ho has given
victory to our arms, and doubtless for his own
gracious purposes has left Indin under British
rule. To Queen and parlinment belongs the task
of repairing our losses, and amending what is
faulty in our Government. Itis for the Church
of Christ to improve the opportumty, and turn to
the best account a great uational crisis. May
He from whom cometh cvery good and perfect
gift help us to do tins faithfully and with a glad,
bieart ; and may He guido our counzels, and ac-
cept aud bless our efforts, to tho lust ng bLenefit
of our fellow-subjects in India, and to thic glory
of Ilis own great namo!

CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY—INDIA.

The following important Memorial is now in
course of signature—

Mav 17T PLEASE YOUR MaJesTy,

We the undersigned—Vice-U’atron, President,
Vice-Presidents, Fricnus and Supporters of the
Church Missivnary Society for Alrica and the
Enst—your Majesty's most humble and devoted
subjects, approach your Majesty with sentimnents
of profound gricf at the Inte mutiny in Dritish
Iudia, in whiclh numbers of your Majesty's Chris-
tian subjects have been treacherously massacred
by infuriated Mohammedaus and Hindus, aud the
national honour hias been outraged and insulted

favours such an effort now. In a former genera-

by the barbaritics infiicted on women and children,



