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sires for union arose,- which could be the
moro readily gratified becauso the bodics to
be brought together were already one sub-
stantmlly, in the great qucstxons of deetrine
and church government.

And so it has been found hitherto, that
when our good men have really desired
Jjoint action in extending the kingdom of
Chriet, and have began to inquire how far
they were agreed, the conviction soon fol-
lowed, that they could neither present to
their own minds, nor shew to others, any
sufficient cause for continued separation.
This has been the history of Colonial union
from the Nova Scotia v ior ¢. 1818 down
to the South Australian union of 1867.

The followiug Presbyterian unions have
been accomplished within our own recollec-
tion :—

1. The union of the Synod of Ulster
with the Irish Seceder Synod, making t;ho
Tvish Presbyterian Assembly.

2. The union of the Sccession and Relief
Churches, forming the U. P. Church in
Great Britain.

8. The union of the Original Seceders
with the Free Church of Scotland.

"The union of the Associate and Asso-
cxate Reforraed Churches of North America,
makmg the U. P. Church in 1859.

“The union of the Churches in Victo-
"ria (Austraha), in'1859,

6. ‘The Nova Scotia union in 1860

7. The Canadian union in 1861.

8. 'The New Zealdnd udion n 1862,

9. The Queensland (Austmha) umon
in 1863.

10. The South Australia tnion in 1865,

11 The' Ne ew Sonth Walcs union in
1865. '
'12. 'Union between the Presbyterian
Churclt of the Lower Provinces énd the
Synod of Név Branswick in 1866.

13.  Union of the Presbyterian Assombly

with the Free Synod in Victoria ‘in 1867.
" Besides’ these wlnch have been thus fully
accomplxshcd othqrs argin progress between
churches in Norwx\y, chden, Denmark
and’ Gcrmany "In the Umted States' too,

be,t.wqcn th(; Oid and Ncw Sc}’xool wh(;rej

) there are gome docqnnai m rances in the
way, ’grovxdence seems to be opening up the

‘and we trast will meet with a cordial re- §

‘dom and glory are sought to be pmmoted

_*How can we best meet ‘and supply the,
“tution.of the Lower Provmccs % How canfl

way, and leading the hosts of the Lord ingo
closor connection,

In the Lower Provinees there remaius o
least one yet to be accomplished, before we
are as far advanced as the Australian Colo.
nics; aud that is unjon between the Churel
of Scotland, the “old XKirk,” venerable
from a thousand historic memorics and a5. [
sociations, and the Presbyterian Church of fi
the Lower Provinces.

Even were this effected, there is yet ano.
thor branch of our great Presbyterian family,
beloved for their fathers’ sake as well as for
their own, with whom we long for closer
connection, But we must be content 1o
take one at a time,—when the first is hap-
pily accomplished we shpll hopefully anti.
cipate the sccond.

Our remarks on the gencral question
have been suggested and called forth, by A
the perusal of aletter in the Kirk Rewrd §
for March, from the pen of Rev. G- M. Grans
of St. Matthew’s. This letter brings the
subject fully and fairly before the body 1o [
which he bclon"s, is earnest and outspoken, §

sponse from the people and from the migis. N
ters of both Cburches.

'Our business i is not to discuss the subjcct
but to record the fact, express our gra O
tification at the opening up of the ques S
tion as well as at the general characterof 8
the letter itself, and our hope that the dis J§
cussion, whether oral or written, whetherin B8
Church Courts or in the press, may be con-
ducted in & manner which will have the
approval of the Great Master, whose king-

by the step contemplated.

We trust that the grand quesuon, forthe §
solutum of which the muu;sters and mem-
bers of both bodies wz}l smvo and pray, wil
be, In what relation, sepmate or unitel, 8
can we do the ]argcst amount of good!

e most cﬁicxentl}y ca,ny out the conmis
sioff and do th"e will and, the work of the§i8
Grea; Masterf The gucsnon is not hovg
shall this or the other ecelcsiastical or pol :
t;ca] leader be. aﬁ'ccted,i)y it, or what sl

he or others th;xuk of xi ’But JBow willithe



