
1864 ~ n pcJome anb ;Fftign ~Etotb.

must have beefl eausCd to niany a minîster
in the midst of bis self de4~ing labours, at
the prospetta or the possibility tlurt lie xnight
be taken away, and bis wife 'iritten a widow
and bis children fatherless. It rcquires al
cconomyv and ail a wifc's goodniaiutgempnt,
to cnnblc hiim te live upon bis salary, aud
pzrhaps lie lias heen obligcd to go ini debt
for biouse and land, bqt his salary is depend-
ut upon bis life, and bis life is ns uncértain

a:, that of otiiers. And but for bis faitbi in
the promises of tbat God, wheise ho is and
whom lie serves, liow sad to tbink of tlie
portion ef those wihom hie uiay have to leave
bthindhim. A woman it rnay bc still yeung,
geatle, and tendcrly brouglit np, accnstomn-
ed to the companionship of an cducatcd
ebristian minister, and mnoving ia the refined
soeiety of the sphere to wbieh ber husband
bebonged, suddclnly loft with a aumber of
sanal fatherless chidren, and entirely wlitb-
eut the meins of support. Such cases
have occuird ia the past in both branch-
es of the churcli now united, and God has
shown bis fitiltilness to bis promises te
the w1idow and fatberiess, and brouglit them
through all tbecir trials, yet it bas becn only
after tbeir passing through seenes of priva-
tion, whvieh it wiili be a sin lu the church
with ber preseut meuns, and as stewards of
God, to, allow te be repeated. Since the
Union the lives of our sulaisters have been
znercifully preserved. Sine that time with
the exception of our missionaries, there bas
flot beea a single deatlî among our ministers
engaged in active service. Only.one death
has occurred ln the Homne field, and thatwas
of an aged labourer, Nvbeo had been lu a great
mensure laid aside from publie work. It
cannot long be thus, and those removed nMay
be la the prime of life. It wotdld bc uo dif-
ficult matter for any inember of our church
by looking around him to find instances, in
which, were the minister to Le taken away,
a Widow wiould be loft with five, six, seven,
or t may be eight children, under sixteen
years of age, entirely witheut the means of
support.

The urgent neeessity then,for a Ministers'
Widows' Fund, will be universally acknow-ý
Iedged, and wc would net baye said se mueh
on thepoint5but that wo believe many of our

readers bave flot; tbought; ou tbe subjèct, ana
are flot fuilly a'ivare of tbe nrgency of thec
matter. The only question reinainîng for
consideratien 18 the best mode efcarrylug eut
the object. It will nt first siglit occur te
somne tbat it rnight be suflicient, te colleet
a fuxîd te bedoled outin cbarity te tbe Mnost
needy widows,as they corne upon the chiureh.
We do inet disparage wblat bas bcen done
in this way formerly. The cellections muade
ut different times lu botb brandlies of the
Clîurcb, both puilîely and privately, bave
ln varions instances afl'ordcd rnost sensona-

'bic relief te pincbing povertjp Blut a littie
consideration will show how unsuitable thîs
plan is. I-ow h'uniliating te tlie peor wi-
dows te, be placed in sucb a position of de-
pendence as te be in fact a cburch pauper
and receiving ýbaritable aid 1 Notbing- but
dire necessity would induce wuy womnu o!
proper feelings te seek suçh nid, and how
uuwvortby of the church te ]cave the widows
o! faithful ministers in such a position.-
Then, too, bow inadequnqe and precarions
the ameunts that 'would be received in this
nianner; and bew painful te every mani ot
night feeling the prospect o! leaNing bis fa-
mily lu sncb a situation. In feet every mi.-
nister o! ordinsry prudence or proper spirit,
would la this case feel it bis duty toi seek
seme other mens of- previding for those
whom bc nxight leave behind him.

The Synod therefore bad ne hesitation in
adopting as the basis o! their uxeasure, the
plan wbieh bas been adopted lu Setland
and whieb bas been se saecesstul there. That-
is for eacb minisier te pay lu a certain --.
mount annnally and bis widew te Le ent--
tled te a certain speeified annual suni, u<ç-
cording tbis rateof annnal paymçnt, t,ýbe,.
paid te ber from the tume of ber busbapd%'..
death, se long as she ilves or till she marries
again, and a certain snma additionaliDt..bc
paîd annually for the benefitefeaeh orphsn,
while under fifteen or sixtt years.ef age.
*On this basis a seheme lms long heen ln. o-ý.
peration both axaong the ministers.-oftheEs.-
tablished Cburch o! Scotland An minn
the Disseniters, snd a sisuilar svbexn. bas
mrore recently been adopted by.ýthe Fre
Church. Those sehemes h&ye i ll been
greatly blessed, andnnoue = téâtu aeunt
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