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LESSONS FOR AUGUST.

FIRST SABBATH,
Sumsecri—The Water of Life, John 4:

‘This is one of the most beautiful and in-
structive passages in the Gospels. It presents
the tender love of Christ in such a light as
should constrain every reader to exclaim,
*“ He is the chief among ten thousand, and
altogether lovely.”

V. 5.—S8ychar, called also in scripture Sy-
chem or Shechem. It is upwards of 30 miles
North of Jerusaiem, and is situated between
mount Ebal on the north and Gerizim on the
south. Its modern name is Neapolis or Na-
blous. Gen. 33: 18, 19.

V. 6.—This well has been identified, and
is regarded by travellers with great interest.
The sizth hour—12.00 noon. The day was
divided into twelve hours which were reck-
oned from sunrise till sunset.

V. 7.—~Christ asked her for a drink to arrest
her attention. He thirsted for her sogl more
than for water and he would from a simple
beginning lead her on till she received from
Him the vwater of life. Thus Jesus says to
the sinner still, *‘ Son, give me thine heart,”
as if it were a boon for himself be asked.
How wonderfut! :

V. 9.—The feud between Jew and Samar-
itan was of old standing. See Neh. 4: 1.
For the origin of the Samaritans, see 2 Kings
17: 24-33.

V. 10.—The gift of God means either Christ
Himself, or His spirit. See Ch. 7:37-39.
Thus, in an easy and natural way Christ turns
this woman’s attentior to hi%her than earthly
things. And Christ would have sinners now
come to Him for living water. The reason
why many do not come is they do not know
the gift of God—they do not realize who He
is that says, Come unto ma.

Vv. 11, 12.—Evidently this woman did not
know what Christ meant. She has low views,
her affections are grovelling. How dark the
mind is in a state by nature! How great the
need for spiritual illumination!

Vv. 13, 14.—Christ is very patient with
this dull scholar. He continues his teaching,
presenting the truth in clearer light.

V. 15.—Still her views are carnal. Christ
offers salvation, and she supposes he meaus
some kind of water that will slake for all
time to come the natural thirst. And had
Christ left her at this stage she would never
bave discovered His meaning. But as He
purposed to save her, He let light into her
dark soul. And she believed in Him as the
sequel shows. A gocd proof of her conver-
sion is seen in the fact that she wished to save
others. See vv. 28, 29,

LESSONS.

1. How benighted the soul is in a state by
nature! It is guilty, polluted, a stranger to
:{ue happiness, and yet it realizes not its con~

ition.

-

2. The world can never satisfy a humay
egoul. All the cisterns of carth’s joys may be
tried, but they will be found to bo ** brokep
cisterns that can hold no water.” He why
drinks of these wate"s shall thirst again, shal|
still ask the questioz, Who will show me ayy
good thing? . :

3. Christ alone can satisfy the cravings of
the soul. He alone can pardon and restoreto§
God’s favor and inmage. By taking up His}
residence in the heart by His blessad Spirip B
He alone can enable a man to say from sweyg
ex;iergence, Now I am Qappy. Sce Romag
5: 1-5.

4. What matchless grace in Christ! R}
sought out this poor woman, addressed bx§
most tenderly, led her on step

by, step untj]

she was saved. Who would %ve suchyl
Saviour as this? % .
SECOND SABBATH.! ’
SusJECT:—Jesus at Bethesda, John 538

When Christ was on _earth He went a8
doing good. Hec healed all manner of bed
disease, thus showing that there was p
spiritual malady beyond His reach. This
acle of healing recorded here occurred i
earlier part of our Lord’s_ministry,—ds
His second appearance in Jerusalem afler Hg
baptism. N
At Jerusalem, near one of tho gates, il
ool named Bethesda—which signifiesd
ouse of mercy. At ceicain times its v
were moved, and then whoever ste%ped‘
first was he:\fed of wuatever disease hehlf
As might be expecled many ailing peroge
crowded into the covered recesses around
pool waiting for the opportune mons
Among others was one whose case wasind
most distressing. For thirty-eight yem
had an iofirmity. Some suppose that ifg
was brought on by certain habits of sin, iy
v. 14 in which Christ told him to sinnom
If this view is correct we are taught th
ness of Christ's compassion which b
healing to such a one—and that too
Christ k :ew all about the case. Heng
therefore be divine. Incidentally manyp+4
of our Lord’s divinity are given uf
Gospels. He asked tke impotent man i
wished to be bealed. The reply suun
while the désire was strong, hope wash
He was helpless. He could not go iatofg
healing water with sufficient alacrity, i
there. was none sufficiently sympathiz
aid. Each onc was intent on & cure fo
self or for his friends, leaving othersn
for. What selfishness! But Christ
He spake the words of emnipotence,
cure was effected. ‘
The Jews found fanlt with the heski BN
carrying his bed on the Sabbath. Ifthsg
not know who this man was, the ¢
they asked him ivas vight. Rutif they
that he had been a cripple and bad
healed by Chsist, then the question
prompted through hatred to Christ.
ever this may have been, v. 12 impis
they had a suspicion, at least after theif
tion was answered, who bad wro
gnigacle and given the command to o/
ed.




