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beenl constaiitly before us. 'lho versions
înost coînînonlv consulted are the English,
and Sano:îii Bibles, tic latter of whvlih is
doîîIlîîkes the nmost correct translation which
lias bren mnade in the dialeets of the South
Sea Islanîds. Wc have availed ourselves
of all the nids ivithin ourreatlî for a correct
iliffcrstaiding of the ineaniîîg of Scriptures,
among %vlich ive mnay mention Calvin's
Coin in taries. 1?oole's Annotations, Booth-
roi-is' Bible, and a variety 6f the Most

aprvdCritical Cormeactaries on par-
ticular books. Our translation i., neither
literai nor fiece. It is a translation of the
sense radier tliîaii the words of the original;
ive have stu(liei to ascertain the ineanir.g
of Scripture, and thien render it iii the wv
inost intelligible to the natives.

],XT'LORkT'ORY VOYAGE.
I )lave revently returned fromn a voyage

among- the hie.ithen islands. Thîis is the
înost extensive voyage ivhieh the Dayspriag
lias yet inade. I refer you to my report
of tie voyage for detaiils. During our
voyauze we v'isited Most of the islands
of the group), but a few wvere passed
by for 'vant ot time. The visitation of the
heathen islands is more perilous no;v than
formierly, in consequence of the slave trade.
So mnnviiý natives have been stoien, or on-
tited fro7i thîcir homes under false pretences
that there is a gcineral feeling of irritation
against wvhite mca. We are therefore in
danger until our character is known, and
wlîcn this is the case wve have coiaparatively
little to fitar. The natives do not gather
around a missionary vessel as in former
years, but ive must go to them, and it is
soinetimes diflicîîlf te open frieiîdly inter-
course witl tlîem. The plan which ive
usitallv pursule is ns folloivs :The vessel
ancliîrs or in re <ommonly hecaves too near
Ille islnild to he visited. A boat. is lowercd
ndi usuallv mau:a-ed by one white man and
a native crLeiv. The shore is nowv approaclx-
cd nt soule eligible landing plnce. When
the hont is 'vithin gunshot of the land the
hoat's crew rest on their oars until the na-
tives begin to malie thecir appearance. AIl
the dialects that rtc cari conmand are now
called into requisition, and it usuially hap-
piens tlîat some one of our number is under-
stood, and fiffing this, recourse munst be
had to the language of sigas in which na-
tives, excel. The natives are always armed
wvith their clubs or spears or borts and
arrorts, and this being their cuistom is no
certain indication of hostile intentions. The
presence of women and chuldren is a good
sign, for 'vhen cvii is iintended they are
usually sent out of tue way. If the natives
ivishi intereourse, they nialce signais for us
to land, and -wave green branches as em-
blems of peace. If signs are favorable, the
boat pulls in without mueli delay, until the

water slîoals te three or four feet, and thien
I leave lier to lie pulled. out again, te a sa1b
distance hiefore tlîe natives caui crcivd rouind
lier. I nlwavs coiistlt the natives whlo
nccoipany me on the propriety of
lantlin-, anti witlîout srrongr reasons
%voulut not net against their opinion, wlîich
is usually the correct one. Iii most cas 'es,
one of the ererv accompanies me oa shiore,
antI ive no soonier land thian rtc are sur-
rotiided lîy a good natureil crowd, who
have aothing to fear fromn us, and al of-whom
are eager to gratify thecir euriosity. If ive
eau converse with tlîem our vork is com-
paratively easy; antd if not, wve can only
give themn sonie prescrits, and leave tIre
people wondering at the generosity of
straligers, and telîing us, as best they eau,
they will <-ount the moons until we returu
to visit tliem. I always make it a ruie to
keep the boat afloat, and bcyond tlîe powver
of the natives, Ia this way there is little
temptation te their enpidity, the risk of
disaster is diminished, and in case of danger
there is a chance of retrea:. After conversing
wvîth the chief and people about the special
objeet of our visit, 'uhich is to prepare the
rvay foir tlîe gospel among theai, our iater-
course sometimes takes a more secular turri.
The boat's cre'v are permitted to land by
turas, and trade a littlo %vith tlîe natives.
A short time is spent in buying spears,
clubs> baskets, mats, &e., for wlîich the na-
tives receive knives, fish hooks, red cotton,
beads, &c. No trading, lîowever, is aîlow-
cd until the specini objet of our mission is
ended. 1 wvould giadly dispense with it,
but it seems to please the natives, and
rnakes our visits 'norewevlcomc. The visit-
ing of ne'.v island; is oppressive as well as
perilous mork; for tliere is much bodily ex-
posure, and the constant anxiety is a great
strain on the mind. I seldoîn larided
during our voyage without being rtet, and
this with the great boat brouglît on inter-
mitent fever, from mvich I su«eored a little.
My native boat's crcw mvere also tired of
tlîe rtork ly the tinte that oîîr voyage rvas
up. 1 trust tijat these visits may be repeat-
cd year after year, and foliowed up by the
settlement of teachers and missionarica,
until every island of this group shahl be-
come a part of tîxe Redeecr's iriheritance
and possession.

PROSPECTS EN<COURAGINQ.

Oui- Mission «nt the present tinme is in a
hopeful state. The mvork is being consoli-
dated on the six. islands wlîere missionaries
now labour, and we are cxtendirig our
efforts to the regions beyond. 1: is truc
that we oecupy a field of labour beset ivith
some difliculties, but it is ne less truc that
we enjoy sorte com pcnsating advantages.
The Missionaries of the London Society
consider theaiscives priývflcgcd if thoy eau
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