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fier husband growv more fractious-more difficuit to bear
wjth every day; and if she had lovcd him, les ber proud
spirit wculd have robelled a dozen times a day. An ordinary
woman wvould have ceased long ago to feel any remnant of
regard for him; would probably have learaed to despise hilm
and treat him with disdain ; or else according to hier nature,
would have openly deficd him and aanoyed hxm by every
means la bier power. WVe have scea wives acting in this
,%vay; and it is truly a sorrowful siglit to witness when one
remembers the solema and beautifel words of tue marriage
service. It is not for us to say in howv far such conduct i8
justifiable; God alone will judge; but 1 think a woman will
endure nxucli ere slie be tempted to violate lier marriage vowB.

Sybil Macdonald wvas ai sinigular ivoman. Before bier
marriage she had lield an idealized tlieory of love; with the
poct she believed that-

tgThoy sin who tell us love cau die."

She thouglit that if ever she learnied to Iove with ail thne
strengtb and depthi of lier soul, no power on earth would be
great enougli to destroy lier love; wounded it miglit be,
enny Urnes, but it could neyer die. For would not the
blisul memory of the time wliea first shc learned to cure
for him, appeal to lier lieart? The ime when lie lied been
ail that %vas chivaîrouis and loverlike; when the sound of bis
approsching footstups had made lier beart flutter with a
strange, new joy, and the liugering pressure of bis hand, the
loiv, caressing toiles of bis voice liad mantled lier face and
brow with swift blushes 1 WVould not ail these sacred maidea
memories plead with the wife for the tiusbsnd who was diff-
erent from tlie lover of those hiappy days?

So Sybil reasoat d, and thoîcgh she hcid met witli many
evidences to the coatrary, stili lier favorite theory remsinied
unskaken.

Il could not have been truc love," she would argue-
'c They could neyer have reslly loved ecdi other in the tiret
place."

"Tict is net love tiiet alters, %vhoti iL aiteration ficids,
Or bonids witlî the remover Lu -ciineve."

Aithougli lier view of Uie maLter rnsy have bcen au
idcalized one, unsuited to the practical spirit of LIe aigu and
incompatible with the laws; of Icuman nature;i for it wva.ld
bc a degradation for some uihappy %vomen to lovc the
crecitures Lhcy cali their hiushands-vet leaving these c',.'treme
cases thece are others where the n. ...ý rnay have donc, notlîing
to rusider hirnecf actually loat/ci in the eyes of bis wife, lie
uiay be mean snd tYrsaical, bad.tempered and harsli to lier
-lic rnny even have committed a crime, yet so long as lic lias
kept hirnself above the level of the brutes that perisli, the
wvomaan whlo in Lice freshacess of lier youtli gave hira thc
'vîcole tressure of bier soul-may still dling to hirn, stili love
llicu witli ail a wife's devotion, tliough lier belief in him uuay
have vanislied as completely as the bloora of lier girl-hood.

IL je only exceptional natures, %ve grant, that could ecndure
the Lormuents and indignities of sucli an uuhouored svife-lcood
aud still love on to the end. To such love ive give ail honor
and reverence, for there ie nothing like iL upon earth-
ucothing. God bless the women wlio thus love deathlessiy
on to the bitter cndl1

Sybil Macdonald was just sucli a wornan. She krcew
prctty wvell by this timec whst manner of mai, lier husbaud
vas, slie kaeiv thet in bis inmost heurt lie lield bis hionor

but liglitly i she knew tliat lio was selfieli, tyrannical, spead-
thrift and utterly callous to tlie woes of others. Knowing ail
thcts of hlm shu stili loved hicu dearly, modrued over his
failinge and souglit by every means la lier power to, lead iim
to botter things. But if elie Lad discovered the dark secrets
of lis peet life i if elie bad heard the misembte story of
Orace Roberts, and luarucd of Lhe vile treaubery whici lied
ruined the life of Neal Despard aud bliglited Mollie Stuart's
happy girl-liood-weuld lier affection for lier husband have
still eucurcd? Wio can telliI

0f late too, a terrible truti lied ferced itself upon lier
mmnd, and struggle as she wonld against it? the conviction
ctili rernained-lier husbad was fast becoming au habituai
drunkatdl I o no oue knew the indescribabie tortures thse
V,'oud womau suffered wlien this bitter knowledge came to
ber. Oftea wlien she retuined home alose from, some en-
tertaismieat-for Arthur frequestly now objected to sccem-

pcny ber-eue would pacie Up and.dows the long drawing
room, with pale, anxious face and feverieli eyee; to and fr0,
to aad fro, lar isto the morsing bours, waitiug for lier bus-
band to corne home from somoe mid-niglit revel, mucli as
other worn ia humbler homes wait niglit af ter niglit witli
sinking bearte for the return of their husbaude. Sybii'e
object in thue waiting up for Arthiur, was to shîeld him from
the idie gosslp of the gerv~ats as far as possible. But Lhey
knew of their master's lutemperate habits, and freely dis-
cussed the subject amonget therneelves. Mrs. Mccdoaald
feIt that they knew ail about iL, and a sort 0f shame took
hold of lier wheaever she spoke tc> thecu; and there was not
one doiaestic in the lieuse vhîo did not sincerely pity the
unhapcy mistress.

Sybil weat eut into society as mucli as she lied ever
donc, and gave lier owa estertalrnents at home ia lier usuel
way; but sic did iL ail under protest. She knew that the
fcîsiîionable worid was quite cognizant of bier liusband's habits;
but sbe was a prend womani; ose xvho, would not bend au
mcLi, thougli she knew that Uie world pitied bier; aad lier
dear five bundred friends cornmented upon bier private aifairs
and sbook their hecds in disapprovai over tg that busbaad of
bers."1

IL may readily be irnagiaed tbat witli sucli a constant
strain upon bier mmid botli at home and in society lier healtli
would suifer in ao small degree. She grew this; and eLos
thc ricli bloom wvhici bcd formed one of lier chief attractions,
sud dsrk circles bega to appear uuderneatli lier eyes whicli
told ot eleeples iiighis, of auxious, vigile and levérish tears.
Her frieuds were sbocked by the change in ber, and in-
treated lier to sec a doctor; but sie laughiagly dcclared that
she wvas perfectly well and rtiftsed to place lierself under
medical cure. Then wlien tliey grew more solicitous about
bier, she proudly repelied Llier, sud wvas allowed te go lier
way uumolested.

Ratio Howard shook lier littIe dark bead dolefully as she
talked witli Tom about Lue matter; of course eue, as well as
everyoae cIsc kuew the reason of Sybii's altered looks.

cOh!1 Tom darling is iL not sad? I cannot bear Lo bie se
happy hvle she is wretclied ; it aearly breaks my heurt to
look at lier poor white face, s0 chauged as iL le. Ugli! boa'
I liste that husbsnd of bers 1" sud Lice smali matron wouid
clesci lier little baud sud starnp bier foot witb energetic cm-
picasis. If wis les were thutnderboits Artliur Macdowud ivoul d
have becs anaihilated long ere tuis.

'c 1 arn swful'y sorry for Mrs. Macdoald, but you knowr
my dear Rate, she mcsrried Macdonsld wiLl ber eyes open ;
sbe wr.s waraied repeatudly as te bis cliaracter but-being a
voran shu nsturally chiose lier own way. Howevrr she ie a

proud womaa and xviii not giy e in a jot, or I arn mucli
mistaken." But 'rorn's practical view of the matter did net
corniort lus tender-hearLed littie wife; wlio shied msny quiet
Luars on the ucuconscions faces of the twins as they lay upon
lier lap. "lHo us a bad man, sud 1 would net wondcr at any
thiug bce miglit do,' slie murmitred te berseif, as she rocked
tbe babies to, sieep. And yet Ratie Howard. a day is cornug
sud le nuL far distant, when those browa eyes of yours wili
dilate wcith horror sud astonieliment et sumething this man
did. But bow lad Arthiur Macdonald falien s0 low in tie
eyes cf luis feliow mes? lie lied neyer, iL is true, licou re-
garded suc s good mas; ail the little wvorld of fashion in
whicb lie lived knew that lie bcd led s wild, dissipatkd litc
prier te bis marriage; but s young man svitb ne liord Lies
whatever, is fergivea mucli that tho wo, Id would neyer ever-
look lu a married man. So ivien Arthiur made Sybil O Brien
bis wife and-outwardly-reformed bis liabits, LIe world for-
geL bis paet, sud 'uitli mauy approving paLs on the bsck
welcerned bim late the rauke of respectable married men.
Hlitherto lie liad donc aetbing te forfeit the geed opinion cf
that world, sud was iudeed, regarded rather in tic liglit of s
medel husband. Why then was iL, Liet lie lied cast off ail
at once. every restreint; sud entered upenas course of rock-
lees dissipation, tLUI bis baud was neyer steady, sud Lhe fever-
!eh fl'csb of the drunkard nover left bis sunken cheeks; tLI
good and honorable men passed hi m in the streot witli a cool
uod cf recognition, sud wlien ho lied paRed, sbrugged thoir
shoà1dereand theuglit pityingiy of hie. lovely wifo? 7Inded
if iL baed net bcsn fer lier, msuy cf buis old acquaintanues
weuld have drepped hlm; but for lier salie, tliey slioek bands
with him, est et hie tablc, andina retura lnvitod hlm te their


