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sure during silicification." As, hiowevertley also occur in the best
preservcd fragmient of the plant which I liave yetseen,-a Tliurso,
speeinien wlichl I owe to my friend Mr. I)ick,-I deem it best to,
regard thei, provisionaiiy nt ieast, as one 0f the characteristics of
the pinut. I nmy mention, that whiie 1 disinterred one of my
speciluens frorn thie Thiiuso flaigstones, where it occurred anlong
remains of Dipterus and Asteroiepis, 1 derived anotiier specinîen.
from fthe gYreat overil'ingr formation of pale Red Saindstone to
whie'i tihe iofty bis of iIoy and1 the tai! mural precipices of Dun-
net J-ead be{ongr; and tiiat tis ipiant is thie only orgYanism wvhicli
has yet been fuund in tliis uppeirmost mneinber of tuie Lower Oid
iRed, to at least thie north of the Moray Frithi. Anothier appa-
rentiy terrestriai orgyanisin of th'e iower formation, of, however,
rare occurrence, very mucli resenibles a shecathing hract or spathe.
It is of considerabie size,--fromn four to six inches iu ienthtl, by
froin two to thre-e inches in br-eadth,-of a broadly elliptical and
yet somnewhiat laniceolate forin, deepiy but irregulirly corrugated,
the rugoe exhibiting a tendency to converge towards both iLs
lower anud tpper terininations, and w'ith, iu soine instance--, what
semns to be thie fragment of a second spathe springing froin its
base. Another and mùch smailer vegretabie orgranismn of the saine
beds presents the form of a spathe-enveloped bud or unbiown
flower w'rapped up in its ca.lyx; but ail the specirnens wvhich I
have vet seen are too obscure to admit of cer-tain determination.

I uay here mention, thiat curions markiurs, wh- hav bnc

regarded as impressions made by vegetabies thiat hiad themnseives
disaippeared, have been detected duiriugc the last twelv'emonth
in a quarry of the Lower Old Red Sandstone micar lluntiy, by
the Rev. Mr. Mackay of Rhynie. Thiey are very taurious and
very puzzling; bu t timougli soine of the specimens presemit the
appearance of a continuous midrib, that throws off, withi a cer-
tain dogrme of reguiarity. apparent le.liflets, I arn imiinted to. regard
theni rather as iying Nvit.hin the province of the ichnologist than
of the fo-.sii bocinist. Thiey bear the saine sort of iesemnbiance
to, a long, thickiy-ieaved frondi like that of the 1"bard ferni, that
thie cast of a many-iegged -unelid does to a club mos-ý; and I
#vas struck, on mv first walk along the Portobeilo beach, after
examining a specimnen kindly sent ine by Mr. Ma.-ckay, to sec, low
neariy the tract of a smnall shore crab (Uarcinus âIcenas) along
the wet sand re-ýerbled themn, in exliibitiiug what seeined to be au
obscure indrib fringed with lenflets.


